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Ext to the full and immediate 

Viſion and Fruition. of the 
God of Glory above , the 
greateſt Happineſs of Souls lies 1 in Uni- 
on and Communion with Chriſt here: 
Nor indeed can we ever attain unto 
the one without an acquaintance _ with 
the other. Now to bring thee into, and 
build thee up in this Union and Com- 
munion with Chriſt, and thereby to fit 


-* and diſpoſe thee for that gleriou Viſt- 


on and Fruition Above, is the Principal 


2 Deſign of the enſuing Diſcourſe. If 


2547 + 


thou Requirelt a Reaſon of the Publica- 
tion hereof, I deſire thee to ſatisfy thy 
ſelf with this ; God in his All-wiſe and 
Holy Providence, hath ſeen good now 
for ſeveral Months to call the unworthy 
Author out of his Vineyard, and lodg 
him in a fick Chamber ; and he alſo 


| : ſtems to b2 ſpeedily calling him out of 
? this World, and to bring that Night 


upon him wherein. no Man can work : 
LITE nothing 1s to be done, either” 


r God'© or Man S Bowl > Joop 9, 4- And: of 4 


The Author to the Reader. 
being never like to do more for Chriſt 
on Earth, he was willing, in hopes of 
advancing his dear Lord's Kingdom, in 
the drawing of Sinners to him and build- 
19g up of Saints in him, and Communion 
with him, to make theſe poor Contem- 
plations public. God was pleaſed ſome 
Sew Years ſince, to make a more than 
_ ordinary uſe of the preaching of them, 
| many Souls being through his Grace 


| . | eſpouſed to Chriſt, and more brought 


nearer to him thereby ; and had I not 
ſome hopes that he would alſo, through 


that ſame Grace of his, make ſome uſe. 


of the reading of them for thy good, 
and the good of others, I think they had 


never ſeen the light : . Thy good then, - 


and, Chriſt's Glory in the enlargement 
of his Kingdom, is the thing aimed at 
herein; which the good Lord by his 
Grace accompliſh, I am lying daily 


by the brink of the Grave, walting upon 


the Will, and for the Call of my So- 
yereign Lord ;. the only Reaſon iway- 


ing with. me to deſire Life, next to 


the more through-working out my own 


Salvation, is to reveal], and make ning | 
1-0 


_ Chriſt to Souls, and to publiſh. 
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The Author to the Reader. 


- | glad Tydings of Peace and Salvati- 

7 | onto a loſt and finful World : But if -; 

| Godwill make no further uſe of me that 

| way, his Will be done. I comfort my 

| ſelf with what an Holy Man ſpeaks, 

Sinleſs glorifying of Goa, ſaith he, # better 
than ſinful glorifying of God. His meaning|\ 
I ſuppoſe 1s, that *tis better to glorify|! 
God in a finleſs, than in a ſinful Stare. ': 
Truly here we ſin in our_beſt Actions ; 
uit bring a little glory to-God, 
yet woe and alas ! how much diſhonour 
do we alſo bring him ? And what Ini- 
quities do there cleave to our molf Ho- 
1y Things ? But Above we fhall glorify 
him without ſinning; we ſhall love him, 
praiſe him, admire him, adore him, de- 
light in him,- and aſcribe Glory to him, 

- without the leaſt taint- or tinure of 
ſin cleaving thereunto ; having not onl 
all Tears wiped off our Eyes, but whic 
is infinitely, infinitely, infinitely better, 
all Sin purged from our Hearts and Ati= 
ons. Farewel. 1 leave thee, and this: 
poor Treatiſe, to the Bleſſing of Heaven, 
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To the Reader. 


Here are two main Ends for which the Goſpel- 
Miniftry 7s ordained ; the one is, the winning 
of Souls, and bringing them into Chriſt ; the 

ather is the Edicfiation and building up of ſuch as are 
already brought in. It hath pleafed Chiift, the Head © 
of the Church, who diſtributeth Gifts in order to the 
Salvation of Men, unto whom and in what meaſure he 
. Pleaſeth, to furniſh the Author of this Diſcourſe with 
good Abilities as to bots theſe Works. As to the firft, 
tbe Lord hath given him a peculiar Gift, to qualify 
hirt ahove many, to preach the Goſpel for the winning 
of Souls, and the Grace of God in him did inflame his 
Heart with ardent defires, and did excite great long- 
. ings in bi after the converfion of Souls ;' And he was 
plerſed to crown his own Gifts and grace-in him with 
gre.it ſucceſs, many a Soul having been turned untoGod 
' by his Labours. And it having pleaſed God to caft the 
' Author into a languiſhing Diſtemper for ſome Months, 
whereby he was wholly taken off from his Work in 
Preaching, ſ great did the defire of deing good to 
Souls remain in him, and ſuch were the yearnings 4 | 
' bis Bawels towards them, that being not able to ſpea 
to them any longer out FF the Pulpit, be could not fa- 
tisfy, himſelf; but he muſt needs ſpeak, to them in this 
fall Traf ;, wherein his great Scope and principal 
Deſien is, to allure and draw Souls unto Chiiſt, - As 
to the Matter of the Treatiſe, I need ſay little, 1t 
witl ſufficiently ſpeak for it ſelf; only thus much 1 
| may 


a 


| 


} 


| 
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To the Reader. 


may ſay, Union with Chriſt is the foundation of our 
Happineſs, - The Apoſtle tells us, that Chriſt in-.us 
is the Hope of Glory ; We cannot have any ſure . or 
ſound title to Eternal Life and Glory, but by Unton 
with Chriſt ; whoever are ſaved, are ſaved by being 
brought under Chrift as their Head. Epheſ. 1.10. 
Thar in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of Time, 
he might gather rogerher in one all things in 
Chriſt ; that he might bring them under one Head: 
fo Tanchy and others Interpret the Greek word there 
uſed : The Son of God incarnate, t# the true Vine into 
which the Ele# are implanted.There are but two Roots |} 
of Mankind,the Firſt and the Second Adamzthe Firſt . © 
Adam #s .the Root of Sin and Death unto all that | 
abide in him , the Second Adam is the Root of Righe 
teouſneſs and Life unto all who are implanted into him, 
The Scope of this Diſcourſe,is to perſwade Men not to be 


' | content to abide in the Root upon which they natu- 


' | 


| 
\| 


V forth AS Gold, The 


rally grow, viz. the Root of the Firſt Adam, but 
ro ſeek after a new Relation unto Chriſt the, Second 
Adam. The Arguments by which the Author preſſeth 
Souls to come to Chriſt,are moſt pathetical and ſtrong ; 
and as there is 4 vein of Heavenly Aﬀetion, which 
runneth through the whole body of the Diſcourſe, to al- 
Inre ſuch who are yet ſtrangers to the Lord eſis t1 
fall inlove with him ; ſo there is much ſolid Matter in- 
terwoven, whereby thoſe who are already called, and 
have attained to ſome acquaintance with ſpiritual 
Things, may recetve farther advantage, . It pleafetly- 
the All-wiſe God to leave the Author at a great un- 
certainty as to Life; the Lord hath kept him in the 
Furnace long, but he hath choſen and refined b'm init; 
and whether it be in this,or in the other World that he 
ſhall pleaſe to bring him forth, they wbo have moſt in- © 
timate converſe with him,are perſwaded he will come 
Lord grant that the ſame Pre- 

A 4 ſence _* 


_ 


_ 


- To the Reader. 
fence of Divine Grace, whith attended theſe Sermons # 
preaching of them, may accompany them in the publica- 

* rion,that many mere Souls may be enamoured and. drawn 


"#0 the Love of that faireſt of ten Thouſand, the Lord 
Feſus; that ſo knowing him, and aghering to him, 


- Dave been, are or ſhall be ſaved, are brought to Life 
and Glory © 
So prays 


The unworthieſt- of 


Cbrift's Servants, 


wWyx. > 


"they may be ſaved eternally by him, "by whom all that 
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From 2 Cor. 11. 2. 1 have eſpouſed you to 
| one Husband, that 1 may preſent you 
a chaſt Virgin unto Chriſt. . _ 
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CHAP. 1. 


x Wherein an Introduttion is made. into our 11- 
| tended Diſcourſe, the Foundation thereof 

laid, and the Matters to be inquired into 
; in our procedure therein propoſed; 


New Coyenant-Relation to Chriſt, is: cer- 

| A rainly a Concern of the greateſt Weighrz . 

and higheſt Importance ro - the -Sons- of 
Men of any in the World; 'ris whar lies at.the _- 
| Foundation of all true Happineſs, 'both in-time- © 


and por Ae as 2 Learned. Divine . /, 
| | Gs y 
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The beſt Match; Or, 
| only the Carcaſes of Chriſtians ; nor may we 
expect any ſaving advatitage by any thing that 
Chriſt hath cirher done or ſuffered for poor Sin- 
ners And this relation, of ſo much weight and 
importance to us, the Scripture repreſents under 
various Notions and Expreſſions to us : *tis re- 
preſenred to us, ſometimes under the Notion of 
. 2 King and Subjefts ; hence Chriſt is called King of 
Sarnts ; Sometimes under the Notion of a Fathey 
and his Children ; hence he is called the Everlafling | 
Father ; and they are his own words unto God the | 
Father : Behold I, and the Children which thou haſt | 
gren me, Sometimes under the Notion of Head 
«nd Members ;, hence Chriſt is ſaid to be the Head 
of the Body, the Church : and on the other hand, 
Believers are ſaid ro be the body of Chriſt, and 
HMembers one of another. And to mention no more; 
ſometimes (as in my Texr, and frequently elſe- 
where) 'ris repreſented to us under the No- 
tion of © Nusband and Wife, Bridegroom and 
< Bride,or the Soul's Eſpouſal'to Chriſt as irs one 
 * and only Husband : And under this Notion I 
- ſhall (God affiſting) ſpeak a little of ir, and bur a 
'. Tirtle, no more than to make way for a prattical | 
"Deſign I have in my eye, which is to woo and 
allure 'pooy Souls into an Eſpouſal or Marriage- 
Covenant with this Bleſſed Husband, the Lord \. 
Jeſus Chrift. 
That then which is before us to be treated of, 
is the Marriage, or Eſpouſal between Chriſt and 
" Behievers ; and the better to make way, here- 
unto, ' you may obſerve, that there is a threefold -- 
Marriape, as relating to Chriſt and us. ke | 
Gs re is the Perſonal Marriage, and that is 4 
| - berween the Perſon of the Son of God, the Se- | 
.. cond Perſon in the Trinity,and onr Name: This M . 
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Calvin calls, Verbum Incarnatum, the Incarnate 


Word ; or, as the Evangeliſt expreſſes ir,the Word 3 


made Fleſh, Joh. 1.14. this we generally call the 
Hypoſtarical Union. 

2. There is the Myſtical Marriage 3 and that 
1s between che Perſon of Chriſt, God-Man, and 
the Perſon of Believers, as militant. here on 
Earth ; whole Chrift, and the whole Believer 
being made one ; this the Apoſtle calls, A being 
joned to the Lord, and being one Spirit with him, 
1 Cor. 6.17. and this we uſually call che Spjricual 
Union, 

3. There is the Heavenly Marriage; and thac 
is berween Chriſt and che Church triumphanc 
above ; which indeed is the confummarion of the 
two former : and this I would call the Glorious 


Union; and what that 1s I can't tell, but do hope , 


am going to Tee, —Tn the firft of theſe lies the 
foundar) 5 of all our Happineſs 3 by the ſecond, 


.we are —_ into an initial participation of itz, © 
, we are No into the full poſſeſſion. * 


by the thir 
and enjoyment thereof for ever. Now, tis nei- 


cher the firſt, nor the Jaſt, bur ſecond of, theſe 
that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, when he ſaith, 7 
have eſpouſed you to one Husband, even to Chriſt : 


Which accordingly I ſhall make the Subje& of : 4 


my enſuing Diſcourſe-z which, as alſo the ſum 
of the Apoſtles inrendment, you may -take in 
this ſhort Poſition, viz. ; 


That there is a bleſſed Eſpouſl;or Marriage. 


© Relation berween Chriſt and Believers 5, 4 
© or thar Believers'are married or eſpouſed +. 


* to Chriſt, as their only Husband, 


= * 


the Soks Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 1, 
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The beft Match, Or, 
"Hushand ; not to many, but. to one 3 and who is 
thar ? why Chriſt, God-man : So the next words 


declare, I have eſpouſed you to one Husband, that 1 + £ 


may preſent you'as a chaſt Virgin to Chriſt. The 


b- ”F is alſo held forth in other Scriptures, Fobn 3, * 
 29.. Hethat hath the Bride is the Bridegroom, ſaith +# 

Film Boprififconcerving Chriſt and his Church : Ang | | 
in, Rev. 21.9. Come hither, ſays the Angel to 


2 and I will ſhew thee the Bride, the Lamb's 
+ That is, the Church, which is the Wife 
Spouſe of Chrift ; bur I forbear. 
i this Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation be- 
* tween Chrift Believers is 3 as alſo hew *ris 
made up and accompliſh'd, are the Principal 
things to be inquired into, for , the clearing of 
what lies before us ; which therefore I Red ad- 
dreſs my ſelf unto. 


at. 


CH AP. II. 


, 20 Eſpouſal, or Marriage-relation between 
Chriſt and- Believers, opened ; and the 
ops thereof laid down in five things. 


Bur what is this Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation 
berween Chriſt and Believers ? The A 
2 of it, calls ic a great Myſtery : This — 


he is a great Myſtery.; but Tſpeak conc 
bis Church, Epheſ. 5.32. If a of thru 


” ritual Marriage that is berween. G yds Peo- | 


PE Bi which mideed is a great I 
B ſecret thirg 3-2 "thing id a __ 


q y 


&: :-reaſon, and not to be underſtood but by Divine Re 
C. velation,and the Light of the np Po, mga far 'as 


{ - we apprehend.xy,you may rake ſhorr account- 
=  In'general of it;23F$ thar ſpiritual ConjunRQion or 
'" Relation that isberween Chriſt and Believers, be- 
+ .eween the Perſon of Chriſt, and the Perſons of 
FrSpinrand ther ol gifrom his inh2bitarion in them b 
irir,and their cloſing with him by Faith,Muc 


mig $ be ſaid for the opening of this general Con- 
clufion z but I ſhall wave it, and: give you the true 
nature of the thing under conſ:deration, more partt- 
cularly, as _—_— theſe five things in it, viz, 
| I. Free and cordial Donation. 
II. Near and intimate Union. 
| ITE, Sweet and laſting Communion. 
IV. Strong and ardent Aﬀe&tion. | 
V. Murual reſt and complacency for ever. 

- _ T. This Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation berween 
Chriſt and Believers, carries in 1; free and cordial 
Denorartion 3 a gIvINg of themſelves each rv other. - 
InMarriages or eſpouſals,theParyyes give themſelves 
each ro other 3 rhe Husband gives himſelf unto the 
Wife,and the Wife,by way of return, gives her (elf - 

/ unto the Husband 3 they conſent toxrake each;orher 

in that relation, and accordingly wo'give up rhem- 
ſelves each ro other. Sq in this: 
or Marriage-relation between Chriſt and his P 
there 1s a giving of themſelves each.co other; 

- _ conſentto take each other,and ac they 

%s up chemſetves each to ocher.: on: on: whe 

4 __ himſelf unto the Soul :| E will/be 
Wh Fp3 uy ks pe, 
averhee,. ro make in mey 

a oa all. m ever Riches and Crcothzes, - 


Ryan inc, 1 will he for thee3.th 
|xhe Language of "ts lpoag Love nh - 
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"© . -. The beſt Match ;, Or, 
Fof:3:3.And Oh how ſweet is this Language! 
ſt give to poor Souls like himſelf ? 

Ingivinghiwſe As Gitt har ett} 
-” _ Heaven or Earth affords: In giving himſelf, he 
 * gives Life, he gives Peace, he gives Grace, he 
F gives Righteouſneſs, he gives the Favour of God, 
he gives Heaven, he gives all, Oh ſweet Gift ! 
-—0On the other hand, the Sout;by way of return, 
gives himſelf ro Chrift : I will be thine, ſays the 
Soul 'ro Chrift, T will befor thee and nor for an- 
other : "Hence *ris ſaid, They gave themſelves to 
| the Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 5. They freely and willingly 
ielded up themſelves to Chrift, ro be his, and 
is forever : Sweet Jeſus, ſuch as I am,and have, 
I give to thee, I am a poor, a ſorry Gift (ſays 
the Soul) infinitely unworthy ' of --thine ny 
tele 


tance 3 my Beft is too bad, my All is roo 1 
for rhee-: bur ſeeing *ris thy pleaſure to call for, 
-. and accept of ſuch a Gift at my hands, I do with 
.-my whole Soul give up my Self, my Strength,my 
Time, my Talgnts, my All for 'ever to thee. 
--And tho,. the truth is, this. be a ſorry Gifr, 
yet you little think how pleafing, how grateful ir 
' Fs to. Chrift, and whar a value he puts- upon it. 
- You have, the whole of this "owned and afferted 
- _ .'by:che Spouſe,” Cant. 2.16. My Beloved 4s mine, and 
 . Tam bis, : 
\ -- TE.: This Eſpouſal, or Marriage-relation between 
Chriſt and Believers, carries in ir near and inti- 
mare Union, In Marriage there is a very near u- 


*- they give up chemſelves each to other, fo they'be- 
If? one-cach with other ; They are no moretwiain, 


_ :Marriage-relation berween Chriſt and Believers, 


= w P 


\ *there 3+ a yery near.unioh and conjiritionbe- 
el | 


- «&* = 
"FW - & 
»* 4 / 
dt 
he ©; 


beſt Gift chat either | 


© -aiba arid: conjunRion berween the Parties Y' As 
©” But one Fleſh, Mar.$9.6: So in this Efpouſah”or © 
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the SouPs Efpouſal to Chrizt, © oy — 
tween them, they two are made one; and_ thus 
che Apoſtle ſers forth the Marriage berween 
Chriſt and them, Epheſ.$.31,32. For this cauſe ſhall 
a Man 1eave Father and Mother, and ſhall be joyned 
unto his Wife, and they tw ſhall be one Fleſh, This is 
a great Myſtery ; but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and 
the Church ; thart is, I ſpeak of the Marriage-rela- 
tion which is between Chriſt and the _ Church, 
| which conſiſts in Union : Hence alſo Believers are 
| ſaid to be joyned to the Lord, and to be one Sipirit with 
him, 1 Cor. 6. 17. So that eſpouſing to Chriſt, and 
being joyned to Chriſt, are all one. The truth 1s, 
herein lies the very: Soul and Subſtance of this + 
Spiritual Marriage, 1iz- in a ſpiritual Union be- 
rween Chriſt and the Believer : tho Chriſt and the 
| Soul were two before, two that were ſirangers 
| each to other, yet in this Marriage or Eſpouſal 
| they become one,and ſo one,as that all the World 
| can never make them two again, never diſſolve 
| this Union.By this uſual, but of all others moſt plea« 
fant Metaphor of a Bridegroom and Bride 7 a lear- 
ned Man hath ebſerved) is expreſſed and ſet forth 
the Spiritual Union that is between Chriſt and the 
Church, Chriſt and every Holy Soul. And xhis Union 
1s a full Unjon, a Union between the whole Per- 
{'__ ſcn of Chriſt, and the whole Perſon of the Belie- 
\ ver ; the whole Perſon of. Chriſt is united unto 


eng" (> =y_ a, oe 


by ap. 
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' - the Believer,and the whole Perſon of the Believer 
{ - is united unto Chriſt. Neither is our Soul - azong 
| (faitha Learned Man) joned with the Soul of Chriff ._ © 
alone 5 nor is our Fleſh aloze joyned with the Fleſh.of Þ 
| - Chriſt alone; but the whole Perſon.of every Believers 
| truly joyned with the whole-Perſan of Chriſt. ..c: .1 
. 4 _ 1. On the one hand,the whole Perſon of. Eads. 
is. united ro the Believer 3; rhe Believers: Wn 
with Chrift, is neither with the Diyiae' nor 
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 * - mane Nature confidered apart ; but it is with the 
"Whole Perſon conſiſting of both Natures : and in 
deed, elſe they could-nor be ſaid to be united to 
Chriſt ; for neither of the Natures,confidered aparr 
is Chriſt : We cannor ſay, that the Divine Nature 
Is Chrift, or that the Humane Nature is Chrift. ; but 
” _*Chrift is both the Divine and Humane Nature, 
God-Man, in one Perſon. Chrift (faith a learned 
Man) .s not 4 Name of either Nature, but of the Per- 
ſon conſifting of both Natures,together with his Office. 
ides, were we united only ro one Nature, and 
not to the whole Perſon of Chrift, hat would our 
"Union avail us ? Surely it would be vain and in- 
effetual. Were we united to the Humane Nature 
only, and not to the Divine, then to be ſure our 
Union muſt be” ineffeual ; For Chriſt himſelf 
tells us, That it is the hg which quickneth, the 
Fleſh profiteth nothing, Johm 6. 63. Thar is (as 
judicious Interpreters expound ir) the Fleſh, or 
Humane Nature of Chriſt conſidered alone and 
withour the influence of the Divine, availeth no- 
thing to Souls as"to their Spiritual or Eternal 
Goof » Nor indeed can the Humane Nature of 
Chrift, without the Divine, give Grace, or any 
ſpirirual Inq; Thing. On the other hand, were 
we united to the Divine Naturealone, and nor to 
the Humane, then our Union would be as incffe- 
Qual ; for how fall ſoever the Divine Nature is of 
| Grace and Life in ir ſelf, yer nothing can thence 
\ _ be derived and communicated to us, but by and 
_ through the Humanicy : And indeed, as the -Hu- 
- manity profireth noching without the Dividicy 3 
© I may ſay, the Divinity will profic us no- 
- thing without the aniry, Hence it is, 
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ſpeaks of eating his Fleſh, and drink- 
#3 and withal aſſerts the neceſſity __ 
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 -our, fo he is the Head of the whole Perſon 'of 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chrift. 9 © 
Of in order to-Life and Happineſs by him, John 6. 
53, $4, $5. Whar doth eating his Fleſh and drink- 
"ng his Blood ſignify, but an Union with his Hu- 
manity ? And therefore in verſ. 56. he addeth, 
He that eateth my Fleſh,and drinketh my Blood, dwel- 
leth in megand T in him;” which is an Expreſſion of 


 Unjon.z and wirhour this, we have, we can have 


no Life, no Grace from him. In a word, as the 
Humanity hath nothing to give or communioere 
to us, no Life, no Grace, no Spiritual Bleſſing 
without the Divinity ;. ſo jthe Divinity 15 1ncom- _ 
municable ro us without rhe Humanity 3 and there- 
fore were our Union ' with the one only, withoar 
the other, ir muſt needs be incfteQual. I will clofe 
this with the ſaying of an eminent Divine 3 Altho 
all Life, all Salvation  floweth from the Fulneſs of the 
Deity that is in Chriſt, yet notwithſtanding it 1s "mot 
communicated to us but in the Fleſh, and by the Fleſh 
of Chbrift. For the Deity is as the Fountain \ whencevall 
good Things flow, Life and Sabuation': butt the Fleſh, 


or Humanity, is as the Channelby which all theſe gad - 


Things, and all Gifts and Graces are derived unto" 3 
therefore unleſs a Man apprebendeth: this Channel,and 
be united to it,he cannot poſſibly be made a partaker of 
theſe Waters which do flow from this Fountain.” 

2. On the other: hand, the whole Perſori of the- 
Belieyer isinired tro Chriſt z not his Soul only 'with- 
out his Body, -nor yet his Body only withour-tiis 
Soul, bur his whole Perſon confiſting of botHSoul 
and Body in conjun&ion : As Chrift is the Savi- 
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- fhip doth, even. to the whole Perſon : In ſhort, 


+ tween them in all chey are and have. ' On che one 
| . _- _ | hand KG 


the Believer's Soul is united to Chriſt ; therefore 
faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 6.19. He that is joyned to 
the Lord, is one Spirit; and the Believer's Body is 


-nnited to Chrift, and therefore the Bodics of Be+ 


lievers are ſaid to. be Members of Chriſt, x Cor.s 
15;Thus this Union is a full Union : and as it is a 
full, 'ſo it is a very near Unjon. Next tothoſe 
two great Unions. the efſentijal Union, the Union 
- of the Three Perſons in One and the ſame Divine 
Effence, and the Perſonal Union, the. Union of 
 - the' two Natures, Divine and Humane,in the Per- 
- fon of Chrift;- rhis is the neareſt Union... Hence 
{It 15. expreſſed, ſometimes by their being in each 
other, John 14. 20.' Ze ſhall know, that I amin the 
Father, and. ye in me, and IT in you : ſometimes by 
their dwelling in each other 3 John 6. $6. Me that 
eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in 
' me, and: 1:in'him. And what 'can be nearer than 
. to. be- and Ywell in each other ? It is a nearer Un- 
on rhan rhat berween the Husband and the Wife, 
for that Union may be broken, and is art laſt, bur 
. this neyer 1s, never can be broken,as- in its place 
will be ſhewn. 


IlI.This Efpouſel,or Marriage relation berween 


Chriſt and Believers, carries mr ic full and lafting 
. Communion. In Marriage-relations'there is a full 
- and free Communion berween che Parties, both 
in what they are, and what rhey have: The Hul- 
band admirs the Wife into a participation in all 
| he is and hath ; on the other hand, he communi- 


3 -cates with her in all ſhe is-and hath 3 and indeed 


> Unionis in order to. Communion. So here, in the 
=. Efpouſal, or Marriage-relation between Chrift and 
| "Believers, there .is a: full. and free:.communion be- 
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the Souls Efpouſal to Chriſt. <aT 7; 
hand, Chriſt communicates himſelf unto; the Be- 
liever, he admits him into a fcllowſhip and parti- 
cipation with him in all his riches and fulneſs ; 
hence is that, ohm 1. 16, Of his Fulnefſs have we 
all received, and that Grace for Grace : Verl. 14» 


'he is ſaid to be full of Grace : And what Grace 


ts that ? Why, all Grace, Perſonal Grace, Pur- 
chaſed Grace, Grace of . Priviledg, and Grace of 
Influence: And here it is ſaid, that of his Fulneſs 
have all we received ; not ſome only, but all,grear 
and fimall have received ; and that nor ina low,poor, 
fcanty meaſure only, but in great abundance.z 
therefore it's added and Grace for Grace; or Grace 


; upon Grace; heaps of Grace, Grace in a plentiful 


manneraf{ Grace needful for the Soul, Righteoul- 
nefs, Remiſſon of Sins, SanRificarion, Renovation 
of che Spirit,and the like. Look, whatever Chriſt 
is, or hath, which Beli:vers are capable of, 1t 1s 
all theirs, and they all hold communion with him 


| therein : His Beauty is theirs 3 and how black and 
deformed-ſoever they are in themſelves, Jer they * 
A 


are fair and comely in him : Hence faith the 
Spouſe, I am Black , but comely, Cant 1.5. that 1s, 
black in my ſelf, but comely in Chriſt; black by | 
Nature, but comely by the Redeemer's Grace 3 | 
comely through the comelineſs which he puts upon me, 


Ezek.16.14. His Righteouſneſs-is theirs 3 and, how \ _ 


guilry and unrighreous- ſoever they are in then» 
ſeves, yet in him they are Righteous,and do ſtand 
perfe&ly Righteous in the ſight of God :- Hence 
his Name is ſaid to be, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
Jer. 23.6, and they arc ſaid to be made the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21.His Priviledges” 
and Dignicies are theirs ; and how vile and. baſe 


foever they are.in themſclves, yer in him they \ 4 | 


are highly dignified and advanced. Is he a Som: 
Aa, I 


= 
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'So are they through him : To as many a received 
him, to them gave he power to become the Sons of God, 
to as many as believed in his Name; John 1. 12. Is 
he an Heir, and Heir of God ; ſo are they, they 
are Heirs, yea, co- heirs with him of God, Rom. 8.19. 

+ Is he beloved by the: Father, and that with a 

/ choice and ſingular love? ſo are they,they are be- 

' loved in him, Epheſ. 1.6. yea, they are beloved 

the Father, obn 17. 23. Is hea King? ſo are 
pn? og hath made them, and doth make them 

ings, and they do, and ſhall reign wich him 
forever, Rev. 1. 6, Is he in Heaven, in poſſeſſion 
of cn glory? ſoare m_ Hence they 
are ſaid fo ſit together with him in heavenly places, 

Epheſ.2. 6. What ſhall I ay ? his Glory is theirs : 

Glory which thou gaveſt me (faith he to his Fa- 
ther) I have given them, Joh.17, 22, Yea, all his 

Divine Fulneſs is theirs ; and how empty and im- 

t ſoever they are in themſelyes,yert they are 
perfedt and compleat in him, and in his Fulneſs; Col. 

"2. 9, 10. In him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God- 

bead bodily ; bodily, char is, truly, perfe&ly, un- 

changeably,and not typically only,as in the Temple 

'of old, All the fulneſs and perfetion of the God- 
head dwellech truly and prefealy in him :- And 
what then ? why ir follows, and yea are compleat in 

'bim, + d. You are poor and empry things in 

-* _ Your ſelves, bur your Head and Husband harh all 

- © © the fulneſs of rhe Godhead in him,and it is always 

in him 3 for ir dwelleth in him, and ir is all yours, 

-and-you do communicate with him in all, ſo far 


wo 


, *as you are capable of jt, ro compleat you both in-- 
| - "Grace atid Glory. Thus Chriſt communicates . 
"Himſelf unto che Believer, and admirs him intoa- 
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; Participation with him in all he is and hath, 
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; with the ſame love, wherewith he is beloved by 
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the SouPs Eſpouſal to C brift. | 
On the other hand, Chriſt partakes and. holds 
| commubion with Believers i all they are and 
have : And what is their All ? truly a poor All ; > 
in and of themſelves, they have nothing but 
And ſorrows, gui ile and afflition. Indeed, in *—4 
| Tyingo chem, he gives them n Gifts, Graces, Coms-. 
forrs, and the dike 3 3, and having given them theſe,, 
he holds communion with them in all ; rheir Gifts 
and Graces, their Joys and Comforts are his: Bur,. 
T ſay, in and of themſelves rhey have nothing bur 
ſorrows and fins, and he in a ſort holdeth com- 
munion with them in«both : Hence ic is ſaid, that 


in all their affliions be is affited, Iſa. 63. 9. 
He looks upon their Sorrows as his, and their, 


Sufferings as his. .I was an hungry, and ye gave me. 
no Meat ; I was thirfty,naked,jmpriſoned, &c. Mat.25,. 
35, 3s. And often (you know) in Scripthre, 
their Sufferings and Afﬀii&ions, are called the Suf- 
ferings and Affii&ions of Chriſt : And why. the 
Sufferings and Aﬀfiictions of Chriſt ? not only be- 
cauſe for the moſt part they ſuffer for his ſake 3 
| ) bur alſo becauſe he ſuffereth. and is afflied. in 
' them, and with them : He communicates with . 
* them in their Affli&ions: ' And, as in;_their Sof-.. 
rows, ſo alſo in fome ſort in their Sins coo: Hence |] 
he calls cheir Sihs,as well as their ons, his, | 
Mine Iniquities have taken hold upon, ni "Plat 491 2o4| * 
! Which Luther, and others, underſt; 
Nm ig of our_ Sf = em Ty 
' my Eeloyed, that he dor any the 
ſtajn, or rnQure of ISL=L, upon 
| bath __ fol ks hag our - Yes * Him his, 25 £9. 
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RE Which I have read in ohe of the An- 
urSutablets this purpoſe. * The like ſweet 
© Names 2fe& fiot to be found, by which the ſweer 
© Aﬀections of Chriſt and the Soul are expreſſed 
© each to other, as thoſe of the Bridegroom 'and 
© the Bride ; for why, all things are common with 
© chem, nothing proper, haying nothing ſeparate 
© and apart each from other ; they have both one 
© Inkeritance, one Houſe, one Table, one Marti- 
© rjage-bed, alſo one Fleſh : the ſum is, they com- 
> —_ with cach other in all they are and. 
ave, - 
TV. This Eſpouſal, or Marriage relation be- 
tween Chriſt and Believers, carrics in-it ſtrong 
and ardent Aﬀe&Rion.- In a Marriage-relation, 
there is the deareſt, ſtrongeſt, and moſt intimare 
Aﬀe&ion thar is to be found among the Children 
of Men: *Tis a Relation-made up of Love : Love 
Is not only a concomirant of Marriage, bur it is 
even a part of it, and is eſſential to it; In Mar- 
' riage, hearts muſt be joyned as well as hand, or 
they arenot right; So here in this Spiritual-eſpou- 
.  fal, or Marriage-relation between Chriſt and Be- 
 lievers, there 15 &'yery dear and intimate AﬀeRi-. 
| - oneach 'ro other; their Hearts are indeed knit, 
and do intimately cleave to one another : The 
Saints,(ſays one) are called the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
Propter amoris magnitudinem ;, becauſe of thar great 
mig ww that js berween them. And 
A 


-, and | 
iy a ſweet ſaying, which I have read in,one of 
Fl ſents 'o this purpoſe... © Chriſt (ſays Be )- 

. Gl $- miſe our Brigegroom, © that. he: $a 

G:-* infiouace the greatneſs of His Love tg us,. which. 

 % Chat pot wy rime 3 and he calls us his Spqule,. 

o uy is Wife,noting thar our: Love to him ſhould» 
«3%. 


S,% 
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always new, always lively and vigorons. The, 


' truth is, no Love like thar'berwee vc 
|. loves and is eſpoaſed;: and boch Þ 


* Chriſt 55 laid between his breaſts,jn his moſt intimate + 
- "this (as-one" of the | Ancients hath obſerved) 4 #* 


_ Chriſt,  OF-which more in its place, 
ie REIT =—_ 


T2 >. 
" my 


Spouſe; . Chriſt loves:and eſpou 
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| x,y 
do love for ever ; ' and ſe this Relations borh 
founded in Love, and perfe&ed-in Love ; *tis both 
made up and managed with love on all hands ; 
Chriſt fers his love. upon the Soul,and in that love - 
_—_— him co himfelf; and having in' this love 
of his eſpouſed him to himſelf, then he loves him « 
as his Spouſe : often'in the Book of Canticles his 
Spouſe 1s called his Love 3 as alſo he on the other 
hand is called her Beloved : and what doth this 
note, but that the whole Relation confiſts mainly 
in Love, and thar they are more dearly and jnri- 
mately beloved by: each other ? Chriſt having c- 
ſpouſed the Soul ro: himſelf,now his Love runsout 
in full ſtreams rowards him 4, he loves him above 
all the reſt of the Creatures, in ſome reſpeRs a- - 
bove rhe Angels themſelves, ' as ſtanding in a_ 
nearer relation to him than they do.On the other 
hand,the Soul's Idve is drawn out to Chriſt, and 
loving him, he is eſpouſed ro-him {; and being e- _ 
ſpouſed ro 'him, he. loves him yet more; now © 
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AﬀeRions,he has the Throne in his heart, Cant. -T. : 
I 3.yeazthe Soul by degrees comes to be ſich of hve - 
to him (as you have it) Cant. 2. 5, Stay me with 

Flagons, (ſays ſhe) comfort me with Apples, for I 
am ſick of Love: to whom ? to Chriſt. And-rruly ©. 


ſweet fickneſs, a bleſſed linguer,a pleaſunt lyoe'© And © + 
this-love between GR nn his $ ht Sir | 
love;a Vergin love;a love'rhar is pitched upon che - 
Perſon of ach orher;'Chriſt loves rhe Perſon of - 
the Believer; and the Believer loves the Perfoti of 


V. This 
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hi Kſpoaſe, or Marriage relation between 


complacency Mr ces Inwddarſiogs Seladen 
ever. :. Ina -relarion, - 
there is great clight and complacency the par- ' 
ries have, -or ſhould have each in other, cſpe- 
cially. in the day- of eſpouſals, You know how 
Solomon ſpeaks, Rejayce with the Wife of thy Youth : 
let her be as the loving | Hind and: pleaſant Roe : let 
be Breaſts ſatisfie thee: at | all: times, and be thou 
4 always with her dove; Prove 5. 18, 19. All 
nocing char joy, 'reſt, and lacency hat that | 
relation carries in it, and the Parrics have in each 
other ; and we read-(yow kriow) of the joy- of | 
the.Bridegroom, as the Nbigheſt and pureſt that is 
found. amqng;rthe;Sons of . New :: So in in this Spiri- 
cual Eſpouſal between Chriſt and Believers, rt 
15.4... mutual reſt 'and complacency; which they 
have. in each. other ': They art,” ir:were; the 
reſt, the joy,. the ſatisfation-of each other; the 
ſolace of each others - Sexils. On: the one: hand, 
Chriſt reſts and - rejoayces in che-Believer, as one 
would do in-:the Wife of|: his Youth : [This his 
Spouſe : is: to him, «4 'a-loving Hind, and pleaſant 
"Roe, and- the lives | joyfully | with her-3 'hence ſhe 
| 8 called-his. delight; and thise a being Married to 
" him : Tha ſalt: be called Hephzibarh, (fays he 
; ro.her) for-the Lord delighteth in thee, thou ſhalr 
| ny Joy and delight: of 'my 'Sduls Iz. 62: 4. + 
Pats againy As. 4 young Man marrieth. ;a.Virgin;\ ſo 
= Mn 3957 oh Fa MY 
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the Sos Eſponſal to Chriſt, 17 
djufuradle to theirelarion'; Thetriith is,tie-ſpeaks 
ad:af all; His! dal}pHt Wete inthem,” as-1f he had 
forgorret! ro 8el3phr/icr the Angels, of' itt any of 
the works SP'hifhands,' bur inf them alone, My 
godneſs (ſays he'to the Father) extendeth not to 
thee;bur to-thelSHints'in' whom 3s all my delight,'PCal; 
16: 2. Yea heteclafes himſelf Raviſhed' with 
thetn,” ds his'Spaiſe} Clit; 9. Th haſt raviſhed 
wy! be att, my Sifter{'ary SPoufe';thok haſt rauiſhed my 
hrart'3 Anthe fPedk3/ar che raviſhed indeed.Canr. 
7.6. How fair and pleaſant art thidu; O Love, 'fo# 
delight ! and Chap. 6.%. 6. he acknowledges him- 
ſelf "captivated by her; Turn away thine eyes from 
me, for they haye guercene me 7 :Yeg, he has decla- 
red them to be Wit Reſt, Pſal.'132: 14. This is my 
reſt for,ever, (lays he) ere will I dwellfor T have 


defired Vt : It's © Zhan, as" Type of the. 
of Chriſt, 'andi his: reft, in 


her; and infleed they axe; bis Reft, his Soul is ar 
reſt in them, in them is ihjs higheſt joy, Hence 
thar ſweer word, Zeph. 3. 19.: The Lord thy God, 
in the midſt of t hee is mighty ; he will rejoyce over thee 
with joy ; he will reſt in by love upon thee, he 
wilt joy over thee with ſinging as rvech as to (ay 
his: whole" reff, olace;” and” ddliphtfhatl beiin 


{© theei:Omthe other hand,'cHhe "Believerrefts and 
rejayces' in'Chriſt, as in'his Head atid'Husband = 


F> ſat 'down' "under - bis ſhadbw (ſays the Spoule ) 
with \great' delight, Cant/-'3: 3.) -Sheedid ſuaviter 
r&qureſdere-(as'one expreſſes 1t) ſweetly xeſt, and: 
repote hor *Sout' in him- :/Her'Soul was' ac reſt? 
and:ifrile{ wich delight, great delight, ſhe had” 


ortat ſpringitig'"of joy within her, and all this! * 


10Chriſt her*'Bridegroom 3 in his Perſon, in his! 


Prefencey 'in his Prore&ion;-in the fruirs of his 


and Love: And:rherefore'ir< follows, _ 
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bis Fruit was ſweet to my taſte 3-as. if ſhe would - | 
fay, O; with what joy, whar ſolace, whar delighe | 


and fatifation of -Soul did converle; with him; 


4 and feed upon him ! Thus in theſe Elpoulal 


| there is n——_ delight and farisfaRion ber 
; Chriſt and Believers : and O howſweer is this! ! 
| This makes this Eſpouſal ro reliſh ſtrongly of Hea- 
ven, and to ſer the Soul dawneven at the Gate 
\ thereof. Thug, I-/have ſhewen. you what- this 
Eſpouſal, or 'Marriage-relation a Chriſt 
and Believers 1 15, 
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Tn which the way: and. means - of the acs 
compliſhment ,i of this Eſpouſal:or Mar - 
riage-relation berween' Chyift "and Be- 
lievers is enquired imo, "and a general 
. GE504j7 thereef gFvene: x. 


FJajing ſcen ſomewhar of Fey Nature of the 


Eſpoulal-or Martiage-relation, berweenChriſt . 
, and Believers, the -nexr. thing: ro ; be'-enquired: * 


into is, How rhis Eſpouſal or'Relarion 1is:made 


up and accompliſhed :' To be ſure, naturally we. 
' are all ſtrangers to it, and unacquainted with -ir, 
( as the 4poſtle ſpeaks _—— orifhy : 


t-1s, Without union: King him or any 
rual, Relation ro him Epheſ. 2. [12 Buit- 
then, and in whar way is-it brought-abour ?: In 
| , it is from Divine Grace, the Grace of 


general 
_ God in Jeſus Chriſt a&ing and laying our-ir:Felf 
a Die Grace 
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the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt. <9 
two ways 3 Or as that Grace carries a double op- 


,poſition withrir. Firft, As ic ſtands in oppoſition 
to any thing of worth or rvings in us; and 


O It $ from the riches of Divine Grace, as 
its. only ſpring and Fountain : And, ſecondly, as 
that Grace ſtands in oppoſition to any thing of 
power or ability in us ; and ſo it js effected by 
the Power of DivineiGrace as its Principle and 
Efficient. Accordingly take this General in theſe 
two Propofirions : . 


I. This Eſpouſal or ria berween 
Chriſt and Believers, flows from the Riches of 
Divine Grace, as irs only Spring and Fountain, 
That any of the Sons cf Men are Married and E- 
ſpouſed to Chriſt,is not from any thing of worth 
or deſervings in them, bur purely and intirely 
from free Graco and Love, dwelling and work- 
ing in the Heart of God and Chrift towards them; 
and this account the Scriprure gives us of it, Jer. 
31.3. Thaveloed thee with an everlaſting love ; 
therefore with loving kindneſs have I drawn thee : as 
if he ſhould ſay, I have drawn thee out of = 

S 


fins, out of thy unbelief, our of thy carnal 
and rſupes; and I have drawn thee to-my: ſelf, 


Into umon and communion with my ſelf, into « 
Marriage-covenant and Relation with my ſelf;and 
all this from mine own free love; that love, 'that 
kindneſs, that has been in my heart towards thee 
from everlaſting. So again, Hoſ. 2. 19. I will be+ 
troth thee unto me for ever ; yea, I will betroth.t 


. unto.me in rizhteouſneſs, and in judgment, and inl6+ 


ing kmaneſs, and in mercies, Mark, it is-na 
'Toving- kindneſs, which Eſpouſes Souls to 
- Chriſt. God (ſays one upon this place) Eſpouſes us 
# Obrift,indued thereunto by no merits of ours,but by his 
$\ FEE LBP Bon _v Wb own 
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+ own goodneſs and mercy. And indeed my Beloved, what 
have we, or what have any of. the Sons of men, 
ithat ſhould ſpeak the one or the other worthy of 
a conjugal-relarion to Chriſt, 'or that ſhould in- 
ite and induce him to take us into ſuch a relati- 
n to himſelf ? Have we Birth or Parentage to 
induce him ? No,alas ! as to our ſtate, we are all 
of the bropd of Hell, and thence, as finners, we 
AlI Have our Teſcent and original, 70h.8.44. Have 
we beauty and aimiableneſs ? No, for we are all 
black and deformed in our ſelves, we have the 
ſpirit of the Devil in us,and the image of the De- 
vil-upon us; we are blind,and deaf,and dumb,and 
lame, and crooked : ſo the Scripture ſpeaks of us 
i our-natural ſtate., We are all in our blood and 
gore ; caſt out into the open field to the loathing of our 
Perſons; Ezek.16: $45. And as their caſe is repre- 
ſented; T/a,.16. ſuch is ours ſpiritually, Even from 
the ſole of the foot,to the crown of the head,there is no 
ſoundneſs in us, nothing but wound's, and bruiſes and pu- 
trifjing ſores : Ina word, we are all fin, and have 
\ nothing bur fin. Knw, 0 ſpouſe of Chriſt (ſays one 
 oFche Ancients) that thou haſt nothing of thy ſelf but. 
! ſins; as for all thy good things, they are the Grace of 
| thy Bridegroom to thee to whom therefore give. the glory 


- |'ofcit : Lſay, we have nothing bur fin: and is there 


/ any beaury, any comelinets in that to attraQ an 
Holy Jeſus ? ſurely no. Have we Riches and Trea- 
ſfurts? No; for indeed we are poor and miſerable, 
avd blind, and naked,Rev.3.17.Treaſuresit is true, 
we-have,bur they are black ones 3 treaſures of fin 
atid\wickedneſs,creaſures of guilt and wrarh,which 
furelycannor render us worthy,bur moſt unworthy 


' ofiftich a Relation. Have we wiſdom and pary:to 


zavire him ? Noz we are altogether brutifh and fao- 


WAY 4 


I ching the everlaſtin Goſpel, 
an 7. ment 1n God's Hand for your = outing to 
-ChrifiSHe tho God 
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liſh, Jer.10.8. Wiſe we are, but is to do evtt ; to a5 
gvod we have no knowledg[)er.q. 22, Have we love 
and kindneſs in us towards him,good nature? No; 
for.naturally we love him not ; yea, we bate him, 
and are enemies-to hjim,Zuk, 19.14. We hate both 
him and the Father, as he charged the Jews of | 
old;yea,we areare enmity it ſelf ro him,Rom.8.7, 
We are Enemies to his Perfon,to his Kindom, to 
his Grace,to his Righreouſnefs,ro his Ways, and 
to all acquaintance and communion with him + 
Thus we have nothing to induce him to taks us 
into ſuch a Relation: ar the beſt,we are but poor 
Worms, whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt : And what) 
can it-be,but free and tich Grace in Chriſt tomar- 
ry and eſpouſe ſuch unto himſelf ? | 


IH. This Eſpouſal,or Marriage relation between 
Chriſt and Believers, is wrought and cffte&ed by 
the Power of Divine-Grace, as its principle and 
efficient : When Souls are married and eſpouſed 
ro Chriſt, 'tis nor done by any power or ability of 
their own, nor yet by the: power and efficacy of 
means and inſtruments, but *ris purely from the 
power and efficacy of Divine Grace : Indeed,God 
makes uſe of Means and Inſtruments, he makes uſe 
of the Goſpel and Goſpel-Miniſters for the eſpou- 


_ fling of Sinners to his Son. and theſe are the only 


ordinary way and 'means whereby he doth it - 


' therefore ſays the Apoſtle in my Text, [ TÞ hate 


eſpouſed you to one Hugband,that is,I by ny Mew - 
aye been 


| this makes uſe of means ane 
in thisWork,yer ſtill che Work it ſelf 
Grace,atd to Grace doth Chriſtatrri- | 
cluding all ather power but this as ſuffi-. 
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cient hereunto. 70h.5:44. No man can come to me,or 
believe on me, cloſe wich me in a Marrijage-cove- 
- Nant,except the Father,which hath ſent me,draw him; 
| that is, Except the Power of Divine Grace be-pur 
forch upon him in order hereunto. . The drawing + 
Chriſt here ſpeaks of, is comprehenſive of the 
whole buſineſs ; *tis the enabling of us ro come to 
Chriſt, to believe on him, and to cloſe with him 
as our Head and Husband. Tr notes ( as one ob- 
ſerves) not any viotent coaRion or conſtraint, bur 
2 ſ{weer Dowing of che W1ll, which in ir ſelf was 
averſe from, and oppoſite to God and Chriſt ; and 
withal, a carrying of the Soul to Chriſt, and an 
enabling of him to cloſe with him in this Relati- 
- on : and this Chriſt aſcribes wholly to the power 
\ of Divine Grace. The truth 1s, in and of our ſelves 
| we have'no power or ability for ſuch a Work ; we 
| are without ſtrength, Rom. 6.5. Yea, when we are 
brought into Chriſt by th2 power of Divine Grace, 
yet then,in and of our ſelves we can d9-nothing; ſo 
Chriſt tells us, Fobn 15. 5. Without me ye can do 
nothing. Yea, when we are brought into Chriſt, 
and have had ſome communion with him, yet we 
can't follow after him, nor draw one tittle nearer 
to him,unleſs a-freſh influence of Divine Grace be 
pur forth upon us, enabling us thereunto ; fo much 
the Spouſe was ſenſible of, and therefore prays 
E) thus, Draw me, and we will run after thee,Cant.1.4. 
As if ſhe ſhould ſay, Lord, in my ſelf I can'c ſtir 
| one foot-rowards thee ; but do thou pur forth thy 
-.,” "\ power in drawing me, and then, and nor cill chen, 
ſhall I come nearer to thee: Yea,my Beloved, the 
- eſpouſing of Souls to Chriſt, is not only the Aftor 
=p Work of Divine Grace, and the Power of ir; bur 
| *risthe AR or Work of the mighty Power of thar 
$-- . Grace; "cis not an ordinary power that is and 
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muſt be pur forth therein, but even. the greatneſs 
of rhe power of that Grace, a Power no leſs 
than that which was. put forth zn raiſing Chriſt 
from the Dead : So the Apoſtle tells us, Eph. 1. 18, 
19,20. That you may know (ſays he) what is the 
exceeding greatneſs of his Power to us-ward,wha be- 
lieve according to the working of his mighty Power 
which he wrought in Chrift, when he raiſed him from 
the Dead. So then here is Power,mighry Power, 
the mighty Power of God, the greatneſs of the 


mighty Power of God, the exceeding greatneſs || 
of the mighry Power of God; rhe ſame-exceeds! 


ing greatneſs of the mighty Power of God which 
raiſed Criſt from the Dead ; and all pur forth co 


enable us to believe, and ſo to cloſe with Chriſt; 
1na-Marriage-covenant., Thus this Work 15 eve-/; 


ry way from Divine Grace, But here more par- 
ricularly, the enquiry will be, What thoſe AQts 
or Works of Divine Grace are, by which poor 
Sinners come to be eſpouſed ro Chriſt ? I ſhall re- 
duce them'all to” two Heads; they are cither 


the Son's Eſponſal to Chriſt. Y 3 oe 


\ 


] 


| 


£ 


| 


| 
| 
}* 
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(firſt) more remote, being As of Divine Grace 


pur forth for us, and towards us 3 or (ſecondly 
more near, being Ads of Divine Grace put forth 


' In us, and upon us : In rhe firſt, rhe Father and 
Chriſt work 


Feſus Chri more immediately by and from 


; themſelves : In the ſecond; rhey work by the 
' : Influence and miniſtry of the bleſſed Spirit : Te 
: ſpeaka lirtle of each, 
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of Divine Grace, [put forth more imme-. 
atately by the. Father and Teſus Chriſt, 
for us, and towards us, in order to the 
accompliſhment of the Eſpouſal* between 


Chriſt and us, . 


# 2: tl 30% QI 
"T Here are fome.more remote AR3 of Grafe,- 
-L As of Grace pur forth more immediarely, 
by the: Facher and Jeſus Chriſt, for us,and g@wards; 
us, in order to the making up of this Eſpauſal,or, 
Marriage-relation berween Chriſt apd us 3, and, of, 
theſe I ſhall. mention five,all, which do neceſlarily, 
concar,andhave their influence 3nrg hisbuſineG, 
and indeed there is much gf the diyſlery, of God, 
in them. : They are, theſe.,: ;-:,; 417, 1:5) 
I. God: rhe. Farher Marries., and, Eſpouſes our; 
Nature to the Perſon of his Son, and thereby firs, 
and prepares him to-be an Husband for us ; this, 
Gad has done once far all,and the infjuence chere- 
of.concurs unto.che accompliſhmentiof the Eſpous. 
fal berween Chriſt ang; every Believes,z {hall ile; 
luſtrate thitunto you, from that, Parable, Hat, 22. ; 
beg.where we read of a King that made a marriage 
for his Son : by which King we are to underſtand 
"God the Father 3 and by his Son, Jeſus. Chriſt,the 
Erernal Son of that Eternal Father. He,who pro- 
-- the Fatherthen is ſaid ro make a Marriage for his 
 . $0n; Bur,/pray,who is the 
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IWherein are containtedthe more remote Aft 


ceeded from him by eternal Generation. God. 


Spouſe ? *ris obſeryed 
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by Divines,that the Spouſe is nor here mention'd : 
who or what then is ſhe? *'Tis anſwered,Chriſt has 
a two-fold Spouſe ; our Nature,and the Perſons of 
Believers: Both which may be intended here, 
tho the firſt chiefly and principally ;and ſo by the 
Marriage here, we are to underſtand the perſonal 
Mrrriage,the Marriage between the Perſon of the 
Son of God and our Nature ; and ſo Caluiz and 
others expound it : This primarily ; bur ſeconda- 
rily, and by conſequence, che ſpirituat Marriage, 
the Marriage between Chriſt and Believers 3 and 
we are to look on the one as laying a Foundation, 
and making way for che other: So char the whole 
reſolves into this, That God the Farther hath mar- 
ried and eſpouſed our Nature to the Perſon of Is 
Son in the Hypoſtarical Union, and thereby has 


fitted and prepared him to be an Husband for us, - 


and made way for the marriage of our Perfons to 
his Perſon in the Spiricual Union. And: indeed,un- 
leſs our Nature had been firſt married to him in. 
the one, our Perſons could never poflibly have 


been married_to him in the other ; for pray © 


ſerve, the Glory of Chriſt conſidered as the Eter- 


| nal Son; and ſo as God, is too brighrt,and the dis». 
ſtance berwixc him & us is too grear for us to come- 


to him,and be made one with him in a Marriage- 


relation: Chriſt conſidered in his own nakedGlo- - 


ry, as God, is too bright an Obje& for. us to look 
upon,much more to have ſo near an union to,and 
communion withzone fighr of him thus confider- 
ed, is enough to ſwallow us up, and even to over- 
whelm our” Spirits; we cannot thus ſee him and 


| live:” But now: our Nature being mattied*and. 
. eſpouſed. ro his Divine Perſon ; thac 15 to fay, . 


he having aſſumed our Nature inro union with 


Bs 
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| himſelk, as.the eternal Son; which rhe Evangeliſt - 
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"calls his being made Fleſh, Joh.1.14. And the Apo- 
file, bis partaking of Fleſh and Bloud, Heb 2. 14. 
Hereby the overwhelming brightneſs of his Glory. 
1s veiled,afd the dreadful terror of his Greatneſs, 
together with rhe affrighting diſtance berween 
him and us is taken away : Yea,hereby his Glory 
is brought down (as one hath it) to our eye, to 
our beholding : Hereby he has marvellouſly 
ſweerned and endeared himſelf ro us, and made 
way for us,for a free acceſs to him, and the near- 
eſt union and communion with him : Hence Dj- 
vines give us this as one Reaſon of Chriſt's Incar- 
nation, that he might thereby become a fit Hus- 
band for his People, and they might be capable 
of union and communion wirh him : Therefore (as 
| a Tearned Man has obſerved ) was the Son of God 
« #nade Man, that he might be a true, a fit Bridegroom 
for the Church;and *cis rightly obſerv'd by Divines, 
that in ſtri& propriety of ſpeech,neirther the Fa- 
ther,nor the Holy Spirit; bur rhe Son, the ſecond 
Perſon in theTrinity,is theChurches Bridegroomz 
and they give this reaſon for ir, becauſe he only 
. was made Man, he only was incarnate. O,had not 
. the Son of God been incarnate, had he nor (as 
+ Auſtin's expreſſion is) married our Nature to himſelf 
in the Womb of the Virgin,none of us had eyer been 
capable of ſuch a priviledg, ſuch an hapoineſs, as 
a conjugal union and communion with him. Thar 
therefore is the firſt AR of Grace 1n this bufineſs, 


IT. God the Father gives Chriſt unto the Soul, 


and the Soul ro Chriſt;he gives Chriſt for an Head _ 


and Husband to the Soul,and he gives the Soul for 
a Bride or Spouſe to Chriſt, (Firſt ) He gives 


| Chriſt. for an Head and Husband to the Soul, in- 
3 ad 
A fad . alto. Ln. \ = © | on; how! 
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Fobn 4. 10, Chriſt is calledrhe Gift of Gag; A 
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he =» him for us; he gave him to be incarnate, 
to ſuffer, to bleed, to die, to be made Sin and 2 
Curſe for us 3 he gave him as «an Offering and a 


' Sacrifice for us. And (ſecondly) in that he gives 


him alſo ro us ; He gives him to be an Head and 
Husband to us : Hence 'ris ſaid, That he gave him 
to be Head to the Church, and ſuch an Head as has 
the command and diſpoſe of all things 3 He gave 
bim to be Head over all things to the Church, Eph. 1. 
22,both in the Council of of his Will from Eterni- 


ty, and alſo in the a& or work of his Grace here 
.1n time, he thus gives Chriſt to us: And O how 


richly and gloriouſly doth his Grace ſhine forth 
herein ! in giving Chriſt to us, he gives his beſt 
and his deareſt;for he has norhing berrer,norhing 
dearer to him than his Chriſt, as afrerwards may 


| be ſhewn. - (Secondly, ) He gives the Soul for a 


Bride or Spouſe to Chriſt: Believers (you know) 
are often ſaid to be given by the Father to Jeſus 
Chriſt ; my Father which gave them me ( ſays Chriſt 
concerning Believers ) 7# greater than all, Joh. 10, 
29. And thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me, 
Joh. 19.6.with many other places which mighe be 
mentioned. God gives all the Ele& ro Chriſt to 
be-his Spouſe;he gives them ro him (firſt) in the 
eternal purpoſe and cdunſel of his Grace; in the 
day of everlaſting Love, when God firſt ſer his 
heart upon hi#choſen ones, then gave he them to _ 
his Son,and will'd their union to him in a Marri- 
age-covenant 3 and he gives them'to him alſo 
( ly) in the work of Vocation,which makes 
wiy for the working of Faith” in Chrift in the 
Soul. The Fathe# (ſays he) hath given this Spouſe 


_ 26 bis So (ſpeaking of: his Church) and joins ber 


.. 
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this AR'of, Grace put forth by God towards us, 
rhe Match. would never be. made berween- Ghrilt 
and any: pgor. Soul 4 for, this; indeed is. thag which 
. brings the, Soul ro.Chriſt :,Somuch Chriſt:himfelf 
_ tells us, 7oh.6.37. 4ll that,the,Father giveth me.fhall 
. come to me. Mark, 'tis the Father's giving. us ro 
Chriſt, thax, brings us. co him 37 and were we not 


by , the Father given to him, .we ſhould, never - 


come to.him by belieying,there could neyer came 
co him by believing 3, and if we yever be a Marri- 
age-union and relation between him and: us. .. - 

TL.Chrift readily approves and accepts. of the 
Father's Gift,being willing, yea longingly defirous 
to eſpouſe them unto himſelf, whom; his Father 
gives hun in order thereunto. In the making up 
of a. Marriage, .'cis not, enough that. the Kather 
'Bives ſuch or ſuch an oneto his Son, and his Son:to 


Her 3 but there muſt alſo be the confent of the:San; 


he muſt approve and accepr;ofthe Father's Gifti: 
.and ſo does Chrift here, he approves: and accepts 
of the Fathers Gifr-: the Father wills his raking 
ſuch and ſuch poor, Sinners to Wife; and accord- 


Will of Chriſt falls in with, and:js;conformed:t 
the Will of che Farher herein, and ſq'the, Mac 
goes on.: this you.haye clearly held;farah, 74.6, 
37. All that the Father hath giuan me,come, unzs me; 
and him that cometh unto me,I will in.no wiſe caſt-out 


Mark,here; are among others,twoghings. 11. Here . 


15 the Fathers. giving of poor , Signers tq:Chriſt, 
and therein his Will and Conſent that they ſhould 
be eſpouſed to him, in. theſe, words, '.Al-yhaf 
the Father hgth,Gzyen me.2.Here is Chriſt's 44 we 
bation and accepratyon, of, che) Gitr, of che Father, 
with.;his Will ;and; Canſept 'ro cſponſe, chem 69 
him(clf, in, cheſe ( words,, And. ihnm.. 


, 


nely gives. him to them,and them to.him,and the 
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hid meg will in no wiſe caſt out that i551 will af- 
"fared! 
I take Hm 4nro a cotugal union and relatron to my 
-ſaf! Chriſt here plainly deelares his acceprarife 
-of rhe Farhers Gift;' giving poor Sinners to 'hiln 
'ro be his Spouſe. *Ti1s a great ſaying, and ſutable 
"to rhis'I' am ſpeaking, which I have read in'a 


receive him, 'and accept of' him ; 'Þ will 


great Diyine,: The'eternal Will and gbod Pleaſure bf 
God precedes (fays he) ;'' but Chriſt the 'Bridegroom 


: cannot but will the fame thing which the' Father wills; 
'his Will is conformed to the Fathers,and therefore'dies 
che atcept us as bis Spouſe. In a word in this A&'osf 


Grace, Chriſt's Language 1s ſuch as this ; Father, 
doſt chou'give ſuch and fuch poor Sinners to me'? 
and is it thy Will, that they ſhould be efpouſed ro 


-me 2 Contenr,I dofreely accept of them, and am 
\ willing to eſpouſe them ro my ſelf for ever : *tis 


true; they are poor worthleſs Creatures,altogether 
unſurable ro my dignity and- greatneſs ; but, Fa- 
ther, they are thy Gifr, and I accept of them as 
ſuch : true, there is no beauty in them thar'T 
ſhould deſire them. but chey are thy Gifr, and I 
will marry them and make them beautiful : and 
.O whar Grace 1s this ! N 20S STILL 
Iv. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt not only approve 
and accepts of rhe Father's Gift, bur moreover he 
redeems them thus given ro him, with the price 
of his own Blood; he ranfoms them from Sin,and 


' .Dearh, and Hell, whereunto'in themſelves they 


were all in bondage ; which alſo neceflarily/con- 
-eur9 10: the: accompliſhment of the eſpouſal be- 
'tween him-and/them.'T8!obferved by forhe;'that 
cini the! Eaſtern "Countries /ir-was the manner: for 
-Mento buy their Wives; and! indeed/ ſo: much 
| > apr gent that Meſſage of yo 'fo 
Dau, i&;: 1 S41.18:25, Where;when' he would:per- 
7 +29 5s hab 
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ſwade David to. marry his Daughter, in pretence - 
at leaſt, he ſends him word, that he defired nor 
any Dowry, bur ſo and ſo: It ſeems then,that 1c 
was uſual ro expeR a Dowry. The fame alſo. ap- 
pears by the practice of Shechem, Gen. 34-11,12» 
where being in love wich Dinah, Zacob's Daugh- 
ter, he profered to give a Dowry for her 3 Gzve 


-. me (ſays he) but thy Damſel to Wife, and ah me ne- 


ver ſo much Dowry and Gift, and I will give it thee. 
To be ſure ſo 'ris here, Chriſt buys all his Spouſes, 
and gives a vaſt Gift for them;Chriſt indeed is in 
love with poor ſinners, given him by the Father, 
and defires to marry them to himſelf; but he 
muſt buy them if he means to have them, and 
buy them he does, and at a dear rate, he gives 2 
prear Dowry for them, even his Life, his Blood, 

is Glory, and all for a time. Hence he is ſaid to 


give himſelf for us, Epheſ. $5.25, and to purchaſe us by 


is Blood, Acts 20, 28. Hence-we are faid to be 
bought by bim with a price, witha great price,with 
a price of ineſtimable value,even bis awn moſt pre- 
cious Blood, 1 Cor. 6.20, The caſe lies thus : the 
Ele&, as well as others, were all gone into Cap- 
tivity, ſold under Sin and Satan, in bondage to 


* Death, and Hell, and Wrath, which is the condi- 


tion of all by Nature ; and if Chriſt will have 
them as his Spouſe, he muſt ranſom and redeem 
rhem from all ; which accordingly he does : he 


.bleeds,he dies, he gives himſelf a ranſom for them, 
in order to the marrying of them to himſelf: He 
had indeed a mind to a Spouſe among the Chil- 


dren of Men, and was in love with them from all 


. eternity, as he himſelf rells us, Prov;8. 31.and'fo 


in love with them,as that he docs in effe& fay un- 
to the Father, as Shechem did to Faceb, Ark me ne- 
ver fo much Dowry, and I'will give it. Why ps - 


* - 
oath. -- 


| 


p 


the SouP's Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 31 
ſays the Father, if thou wilt have them,and mar- 
ry them ro thy ſelf,thou muſt give thy Blood,thy 
Life for them; thou muſt redeem them from Sin, 
and Death, and Hell, whereunto they are in bon- 
dage 3 which can't be done by leſs than by giv- 
ing thy ſelf a Ranſom for them : all which Chriſt 
afſents unto, and complies with, and that with 
delight, freely giving himſelf for them. And O 

, what Grace 1s chis ! Ohro give ſuch a price for 

' ſuch a Spouſe ! a Price ſo grear, for a Spouſe fo 

| _ and unworthy 3 this 1s a glorious Grace in» 

| deed, . 

'_  V. Chriſt makes love to them, tenders himſelf . 
unto their embraces, aud withal wooerh them for 
their acceptance of him, and rthar with the great- 
eſt and moſt affe&ionare imporrunity : How much - 
ſoever it has coſt Chriſt ro redeem poor Sinners, - 
how great a Dowry ſoever he has given for them, 

et they are unwilling to cloſe with him, they have 
no mind,no heart Chriſtward,and ſo the March Is 
not like to be made up unleſs ſomerhing further 
be done ; therefore after all, Chriſt (as one phra- 
ſes it) comes a wooing to them, he makes love, 
offering himſelf ro them, and earneſtly ſollicires 
them for their love and acceptance : he impor- 
runes themyand thar in ſuch a way, as if he were. 
. reſolved to take no denial ; in Ezek, 16. 8, we 
read of a time of love, a time (that is) of Chriſts 
making love to Sinners lying in their blood and 
gore, -And jndecd,Chriſt has times of love,rimes 


when he makes love, and offers himſelf with all _. 


his'Riches and Treaſures to poor Sinners 3 when 
his Language to them is, Behold me, behold nie, Ie. 
G5, 1. and look unto me, and be ye ſaved all ye ends 
, of the earth, 1(a.45.22. Now he comes, and tells 
. over the ſtories of Ws love ro chem, how _— | 
| gg | e , 
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He has done and faffered for them, how much his 


defire is towards them, what great things he will . 


beſtow upon them, and inſtare chem into,and all 
to win and allure them ro himſelf, ro gain their 
love and conſent to accept of him, and to be his 
ina Marriage-covenant, Time was when Chriſt 
came and did this himſelf in Perſon ; when he 
Rtord,and cried, If any man thirft,let him come unto me 
and drink, John 15. 37. Time was, when in his 
own Perſon he importuned poor Sinners from 
day to day, he made love to them time after 
timez as he did (you know) to Feruſalem, Mar. 23. 

7. For ſome Years rogether he wooed then, 
and offered himſelf and his Grace to them in his 
-own Perfon ; and tho he does nor- riow come in 
+ 'Perſon ; yet,as David ſent his Servants to Abrgatil, 
to commune with her, and to acquaint her with his 
- purpoſe and defire to rake her to Wife, 1 Sam. 25. 
{ -39.S0 Chriſt ſends us his Seryants,his Miniſters,ro 
| -poor Sinners to commune with them, and to de- 
clare the love and purpoſes of his Heart rowards 
-them, and to woo them for him ; and,as Ambaſſa- 
ours for Chriſt, we do woo poor Souls 3 and as in 
Chriſts ſtead, beſeech them to be reconciled to God, to 
-pive up their Names and Souls ro-Chriſt ina Mar- 
*riage Covenant, 2 Cor.$.20. And becauſe we can 
"prevail nothing by and of our ſelyes upon the Sp1- 
Hes of Men in this great Matter, Chrift over and 


' above, ſends his own bleſſed Spirit to woo them, 


:and gain upon them,making them willing in the day 
of bis Power, Pſal. 110.3 And this leads me to 
:the- confideration of thoſe other ARs of Grace 
in this buſineſs, wherein che Father - and Jeſus 
* Chriſt work by the Spiric,in us and upon. us,” for 
: the making up-of the Match berween Chrift and 


us :* Only, by-the way, ler us ſtillſee-and a js | 


" 


UMI 


the Souls Efpouſal to. Ch, 33. 
the. Grace of Jeſus Chriſt ro poor Sinners; © that! 
he ſhould woo ſuch poor vide Creatares as'we are, 
and make love to us ! Should you ſee @ King,  a- 
great King, wooing a Beggar, coming now himſelf 
m-Perſop, and then. ſenditg his -Servyanss tv Ker 
ro-ſollicit. and importune-her loye; you wonld) 
look on-this to be great Grace : but. O this 18.no+! 
thing to the Grace of Chriſt, in condeſcending! 
to woo ſuch 'as we are, Siuners, lying 1n our 
Blood. © 433621 
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Which gives an account of thoſe (which | 
call) more near Acts of Grace, which 
the Father, 'and Feſus Chriſt by the'Spi- 

it, do put forth in us and upou 14s, fot the, 

"the effeing . of | the Eſpouſals between; 

: Chriſt and- #5, . + 0.3 tfauFt 


= 
” : 
\ , 
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Fra Grace has not yet done its Work; no; 
'thereiare other ARas which it does;and mult 
put forth, 1f ever the Marriage be made up be- 
tween Chriſt..and us; and theſe 1 call more near; 


' becauſe they ate wrought 1n us and upon/us, a 


do more'immediately conduce to the tying of the 
Marriage knor berween Chriſt and the Soul : And' 
as in_ the former, the Father and Jeſus Chriſt 
wrought more immediately of and by rhemſelves;} 
ſa. theſe the blefſed: Spirit's influence comes/iny/ 


 andihis Grace;ſhews ir: ſelf, rhey in thefe ating: 


by him, 5 and the teurh. is, che March: is att this 
buy half made ;/butnow Selena mn00y 
is 


k - grellionthereof ; and thus we muſt all bedead 


34 The beſ# Match; Or, 
his Spirit working-in and upon the Soul, carrie* 


on, and complears it : which he does by theſe 
five Ads of Grace, 


T. The Soul is, by the Spirir of God, divorced 
from its old Husband, the Law, and thereby 1s fit- 
red'and prepared for an Eſpouſal to Chriſt. Na- 
rurally we are all married to another Husband, 
even to the Law; and we muſt be divorced from 
that, or we can never be married and eſpouſed ro 
Chriſt: So much the Apoſtle clearly holds forth, 
Rom«7.4.Wherefore, my Brethren,ye alſo are become 
eead to the Law by the Body of Chriſt ,that ye ſhould 
be married to another,even to him who ts raiſed from 
the. Dead,. that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. 
Pray mark, married to another; the Law then was 
their Husband, to which they were married ; and 
thar they muſt be dead to, and divorced from, if 
ever they would be married toJcſus Chriſt: Look, 
ſays he, (for 'tis his own Argument and Alluſion 
In v.23.) as 2 Woman can't be the Wife of rwo 
Husbands art once 3 but her preſent Husband muſt 
be dead before ſhe can be married to another: ſo 
neither can a Soul be eſpouſed to rheſe rwo Hus- 
bands art once,the Law and Chriſt, bur: he muſt be 
dead to, or divorced from the one,c're he can be 
married to the other: Obſerve, ye are dead to the 


Law : What is it to be dead to the Law, or di-- 


vorxced from the Law ? To be dead to the Law, 
15 to have no hope, no expeRation of Life and 
Righteouſneſs by the Law: 'tis to be ſenſible,thar 
the Law cannot ſave us ; yer there is more in ir 
Yan fo. To bedead to the Law, is to-ſee our 


elves dead by the Law z 'cis to ſee ourſelves loſt 


and condemned by the Law, for ſin, as the tranſ- 


'to' 
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the SouPs Eſponſal to Chriſt, 3g 
the Law, or divorced from the Law, or we can- 
not be married to Chriſt. Now this the Spirit of 
God effe&ts by a work of the Law upon the Con- 
ſcience : He divorces the Soul from che Law by 
the Law, 7. e. by bringing home the Law to the 
Conſcience : This the Apoſile felt in his own Soul, 
I through the Law (ſays he) that is, the Spirir'of 
God bringing hom the Law to my Conſcience, am 
dead to the Law, Gal.2.19, So again, Rom. 7. 9.1 
was alive without the Law once : but when the Com- 
mandment came, ſin revived, and I died, I was a- 
live without the Law once, that 1s, I thought my. 
ſelf ro be alive, I apprehended my ftate to be 
good and happy 3 but rhis was without the Law, 
2. c, before the Spirit of God, by the miniſtry of 
the Law, convinced me of my fin and miſery ; 
therefore ir follows, when rhe Commandment 


| came, fin revived, and I died; 7, e. when the 


Law came in its convincing Power through the 
Spiric upon my Soul, then I ſaw my ſinful, dead, 
and miſcrable ſtate : thus was he himſelf divors 
ced from the Law, that he might be married ro 
Chriſt. The ſum is this, the Spirit of God comes 
and ſhews the Soul the ſtrianeſ(s and holineſs, the 
purity and ſpiricuality of the Law,and makes him 
ſenſible how large the Duty 1s that ir requires 3. 
how impoſſible ir is for him to keep jr, and how. 
many vays he has broken it; he withal lets him 
fee the dreadfulneſs of that curſe and condem- 
nation it has juſily laid him under for the breach 
thereof; and thus he 1s divorced from it: and 
this is all one with the Spirit's convincing' us of 
fin, and our loſt and miſerable condition by rea- 
ſon thereof, which is (you know) his firſt Work 


. inorder to Faith.and ſo to our eſpouſing to Chriſt, 
|. John 16.8. Thus by the Spirit of God the Soul 
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tsdivorced from the Law, he is taken off from - 


all expeRations of life and happineſs,” by thar, 
ahd-is-made to ſee his own finfalneſs, and fo: his 
ihfinite need 6f Chriſt, whereby he is firred for 
this other and berter Husband. 


N.The Soul being thus divorced from the Law, 
and ſo fitted and prepared for Chriſt, then the 
—= of God reveals and offers rhe Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt inf the promiſe of the Goſpel, as a better 
Husband to him : Now the Blefſed-' Spirit comes, 
and does as Abrahams Servant did, who was ſent 
to rakea Wife for Iſaac; he told'Rebeca of his'Ma- 


flers Greatneſs, of his Flocks,and his Herds, his Sil- 


ver and-his Gold, his Men ſervants and his. Maid: ſer- 
vants, and withal, that he had-giten all to Iſaac, 
Gen. 24. 35, 35. © So the Spirit of God now ſets 
before the Soul rhe Riches and the Grearneſs,the 
Beauty- and the Excellency of 'the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : he tells him whar a full, what a ſweer, 
whar a rich, what an amiable one he 1s, and with- 
al, renders him to his-embraces : he reveals and 


_ offers him ro him,as one full of Grace and Truth, 


as one that has all fullneſs dwelling in him,all ful- 
neſs of Life and Peace, of Righteouſneſs and Sal - 


| vation, as one every way able to ſave him tothe 


very utmoſt, which is that which Chriſt calls his 
convincing the World of Righteouſneſs, John 16.9. he 
reveals and offers him ro him in the tranſcendent 
Beauty, Excellency and Amiableneſs of his - Per- 
fon on the one hand; as alſo in the glorious ful- 
neſs, largeneſs, and ſufficiency of his Grace and 
Righreouſneſs on the-ocher hand : Thus (1fay 

he reveals and offers Chriſt -unto the'Soul, and 
withal; opens his Glory, and cauſes: ir ro'ſhine 


+. forth before him 3 ſo thar now. the Soul ſees thax,, 
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as thoſe, - Fobn-1., 14. Behold hjs.Glory,. as the Glory 


Phoſoever ſeeth the Son, and-beljeveth pn him, ſhall - 
EO life, John 6.40. The Bleſſed Spi- 3% 
' rir deals by the Soul herein, as God, by-the An- 


- Eternally,? But now. the Spirit of God comes, and - | 


the Soul's' Eſpouſal. to Chrift,, 537 
in Chrift,. that fulneſs, that bequty, that loygghar 
amiableneſs, rhat ſweerneſs, which he never aw 
before ; Chriſt is now another. thing in the' Souls 
eye than ever- before. he was: Now the 


of the only: begotten GUS of grace and truth-: Yea, 
not only does he thus'reveal Chriſt uno rhe Soul, 
but withal fixes the Souls eye upon. him- z .he 
makes him to pore and gaze upon Chri(, as the 
moſt -excelent:.and amiable Obje&, and as one 
infinizely, needfyul for himz and this is called & 
ſeeing of thg_Son,. and that in order to helicying;; 


gel, did with Hagar, Gen.21.19. Where 'cis ſaid, 
He opened her eyes,and ſhe ſaw a Well of. Water far hex 
relief : She was in a-very diſtrefied,condition, ; ag 
you may ſce,uer.14,16. full of bitterneſs, ſhe and 
her Child both in a perifhing condition, being in 
the Wilderneſs ; and her Warer in the Bottle be- 
ing ſpent : Now God ſhews her a Well of Water, 
whence ſhe fetches a. full. ſupply. ..So here, the 
poor ſoul having .been.under the convincing poWe 
er of the Law, ſees himſelf in a woful, miſera- 
ble, diſtreſſed condition 3 ; , whereupon he is full 
of bitrerneſs, crying out with Hagar, How ſhall 
I ſee the Child die? How. can I bear ir to periſh 


opens his eyes, and ſhews him Chriſt, and Chriſt) 
a Inſunieeiy:ſyrable to bm Look, ſays.che Fine 
tg the Soul, being nozy deſolate and undone ;-logk, | 
here is a Saviour for thee, a Husband for: thee, any \ 
other and .berter,a Husband than rhe Law could | 
cver have been,. even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt IM | 

fupply 


is inlinicely able r9. pay al thy, Debts, ;to, 


2 - F £4 
, 4.6. a 


GT _——_—_—_— 


a . 
 wll rhy Wants, to heal all thy Wounds,to relieve 


The beft Match ; Or, cies 


\all thy Diſtreſſes, to parden all thy Sins, to ſari(ſ- 
fie all thy Deſires, roanſwer all thy Love,and ro 
Hive thee perfe&t happineſs and farisfaRtion in and 
with himſelf for ever : Look here he 1s, here he 
is in the promiſe, here he is in the Covenant, 
here he is in the Tender and Invitation of the 
Goſpel z here he is at the very door of the heart, 
knocking and calling for adtnifion thereunto, 
Rev. 3. 20, Here he is with his Arms wide open 


' to receive and embrace thee ; and that norwirh- 


-Nanding all thy vileneſs,ſinfulneſs, and unworthi- 
neſs : Look therefore to him and be faved. 


- WE'Wirh this Tender and Revelation of Chriſt 
eunto the Soul, rhe Spirit of God comes and 
works a ſecret-love and longing in the Soul afrer 
Chriſt; he does nor make a naked tender and re- 
yelation of Chriſt only to the Soul; for that 
were not enough; but he withal gives him a ſe- 
cret touch, whereby he is made to breath and 
long afrer Chriſt, ro move a litcle Chriſt-ward ; 
He drops a little Myrrh upon the handle of the Lock, 
2s it were,whereby he is drawn out in holy Long- 
ings and Brearthings afrer ſweet Jeſus ; as you 
know the caſe ſometimes was with the Spouſe, 
Cant. 5. beg..and this the Scripture calls an hun- 
gring and thirſting after Chriſt, and has a blefſed- 
neſs annext to it, Mat... 6. and frequently elſe- ' 


_ Where, Yea, ſuch is that ſecret touch, which in 


and with thoſe tenders and revelations of Chriſt, 
the Spiric' of God gives the Soul, as-that (like 
thar of the Loadſtone'ro the Needle ) which fers 
ſe enrem tenbiing, end will not ſuffer it co reff, eill 
Ttffands fully pointed Chriſt-ward 3 yea, till- it 
Aifids 3c TelF in” the very boſom and eulliſhons of 
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the Soul's ' Eſponſal to Chriſt, 239 
that Beloved 3 'ris indeed ſuch as by det 
makes the Soul ſick of love and longings aft it, 
Cant. $. 8. and hecries-out for-Chriſt; as Rachel 
ſometimes did for children ; Give me children ( (aid | 
ſhe) or elſe I die : So give me Chriſt, ſays the / 
Soul, orelfe I die, I periſh, and that for ever : | 
In a word, nothing but Chriſt will ſarisfie him 3 | 
ſend him to the creatures, fend him ro his own | 
duties and fervices, ſend him to his higheft ac-| 
compliſhmepes and atrainments, and 'without | 
Chriſt they will not do; yea all theſe he accounts | 
but as dung, as dogs-meat, that he may win Chriſt | 
Phil. 2. 8. Indeed, Heaven and Earth, with all ' 
the fulnef of both, are nothing ro him without 
Chriſt,and an union with Chriſt : his ge now 
1s, O Chriſt, Chriſt above ren tho Worlds! 
O that Chriſt were mine ! O that had union 
with him !-O that I were in his embraces* O 
how: happy are they that arg married” tohitn-! . 
and how happy ſhould I be, could Fcall him 
mine ! This I ſay 1s his language, and\when'once 
jt comes to this, rhen things work well mdeed, 
then the Match is in a'good forwardnelſs, there 
| being-- but an hairs breadth, -as it were, berween 
Chriſt- and the Soul. Therefore, : | 


_— 


' TV. The Soul being rhus inclined Chriſt-ward, 
and drawn forth in haly Longings after Union and 
Communion with him ;. the Spirit of God comes 

and \euubles him to inllevs, he nanddey on _ 
| " to in a way of Believing, 'whe 'he 
 advallycloſes with him;'and is Eſpouſed tunco 
hint: | For, my Beloved, ?ris Patth which tiew 
the Marriage-Knot, and' makes up the Marfiage-' 
Union berween Chriſt and us , Hence is: 
ſaid tb-dipell in our hearts by Faith, Epheſ. : _= 
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ChrifPs 7dwelling in our heatts, notesthe neareſ? 
Jiniv9:ard Communion berween'him and os.'An@ 
How comes: hethus/ro 'dwell in*our Hearts? why; 
F | by. 'Fairh;\ by 'our beheving' on kin Henee alſo 
\ _ -Qhriſt rells us) Thav 'he that eareth "his. fleſh, anid 
drinker his:Bloody dwelleth' ih bim, Whd' he in him, 
John 6. $6” By:earing'Chrift's Fleſh and' drinking 

His Blood, teen eas, Ou our blievinyon hin and 
-to; he himfcli:expounds ity! for he makes catitig 
andidrinking of: him, ;and:: believing on'him,'al! 
-onethrough-out: that »Cheprer':: Now ({ays he) 

\. He'thatieateth.my. Fleſſ1,and: drinketh' my blood dwe[l- 
teth'in meg\and'T in'bim; that is,hehas the-neareſt 
Union and Communion with-me.: Tis Faithrhen 
(yaw ſee): that: [Unires,: and: (o''Efpouſes:-Us1't& 


— 


anit: ir givds rhe Soul awinler inro Chriſt, 'and fo 
they: are: imdeoheyi and! Married  —_ By 
behevinghwe'couſent ro !rake'Chritt, "and. ata 


| ally derak@himfor'our only Head and Husbind 


| hHimiand'bs; Weby Faith (fays'the Learned'Mar 
| wright ins by the holy Spirit;' by chnfeat anto Th 
marrizge with'Chrift: .Chrift, asyou heard before] 


| from all eternity, and as Man he conſents here- 
F | unto'jn tne; 'For; as Divines obſerve, Chriſt 


c the firſGcke conſented to this Efpouſal from e- 

| tertiity;y, whh:rho fecond, cherconſents hereamre? 

; mniTmme;:and never chinges wherein; Now) as 

iſt gives; hk cohfent; fo weimuft calſe glve; 

cans, which wedo bybelieviopih him-y4by whith! 

rofor che March is made. up; beeween'hiny 

* aidus!INow; "there Bathreeifolt Aft-of Rawhi,/ 

hx of God worksinthe Soub wheres! 
A HEH | 


Pe.) 
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Cheift#/Faprh gives Chriſt an inlec'1ntoithe Soul] 


| foreveri; amb forrhe Match' 1s mad ap' betweert 


| conſents thereunro; as:God he'conſentedhertums} 


hath:odowble Will;his Divine and Humane: with 
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the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſh, 4: 
by he more eſpecially cloſes with Chriſt, and 1s 
Eſpouſed unto him, made 'ohe ivich him in a 
Marriage Covenant. : 

I. An A& of Choice or EleQion. 

JI. An AR of Truſt or Dependance. / 

III. An A& of Reſignation or SubjeRion, 

]. An A of Choice cr Ele&ion : In the AR 
or Work of Believing, the Soul 13 by the Spiric 
of God made ſclemnly and deliberately ro chuſe 
Chriſt as his orly Head and Huczband, |:is Lord 
and Saviout, being thus offered to him in: the 
Goſpel. Choice or EleQion, as the School-men 
tell us, is an AR of che Will, whereby it pitckes 
vpon ſome one thing, and prefers that before 
all others in order ro ſuch or ſuch an end : Ac- 
cordingly we may conceive of this AR of Faith 
we are ſpeaking of : Ir lies thus 3 the Will is by 
the Spirit of God ſweetly and ey deter - 
mined upcn Chriſt, preferring him for an Head 
and Husband,a Lord and Saviour before all others: 
Tr ſingles him our,as it were,from all others, whe- - 


£ 


ther perſcns or things, in Heaven and Earth, and  . 


embraces him as the beft Husband, the beſt Savi- - 
our, the beſt Lord : There are others which make 
love to him, and tender themſelves to his embra- 
"ces, as Sin, Self, the Law, the World with iss,en- 
ticements ; but he paſſes by all, yea, rejedts all 
- with Icarhing and indignation, and pit: hes upon 
Chriſt as infivitcly beſt,ſaying to him, I will have 
none in Heaven but thee , and there is none upon Earth 
that I deſire in compariſm of thee.This the Scripture 
calls ſometimes a laying hold upon Chriſt;Prov 3.18, 
Sometimes a recetving or embracing of Chriſt, Joh. 
I. 12, *Tis true, in the Work of Fairh, Chriſt js" 
-and muſt be received into the underſtanding , but 
he is moſt properly ſaid ro be received into our 
£5 C V1 
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will and AﬀeRions : Chriſt in the Goſpel js re- 
vealed and offered to the'Soul with all his Riches, 
Fulneſs, and Perfetions ; he is tendered ro him, 
as a full, a mighty, and uttermoſt Savjour, as one 


who has not only an infinit fulneſs afid ſufficie 
in him_to redeem and fave,bur alſo an jufinir ſu - 
tableneſs_ and amiableneſs in him to endear and 
delight the Soul ; and accordingly the Soul ac- 
eprs and embraces him, he cleaves ro him,and fa- 
ens upon him, reſolving to have none bur him 
alone : his language of him now is, There is none 
like Chriſt, no Head like this Head, no Hasband 
like this Husband, no Saviour like this Saviour for 
my Soul : This is the Head,the Husband,the Savi- 
our that I need, and that indeed my Soul defires, 
No love like this Love,no beauty like this Beauty, 
no blood like his Blood, no righteouſneſs like his 
Righteouſneſs, no fulneſs like his Fulneſs; He 
thereforc,and he alone ſhall be my Head, my Hus- 
band, my Saviour, and my all for ever. Sweet Te- 
ſus (ſays he) doſt rhou tender thy ſelf for ah Head 
and Husband ro me,and art thou willing to be em- 
braced by me ? Lo, then I do with my whole Soul 
accept of thee, and that for all rimes, and in all 
conditions, with all thine Holineſs as well as thy 
i Love, wirh all thy Inconveniences as well as thy. 


Priviledpes 3 to ſuffer for thee,as well as to reign 


with thee 3 and this the Soul docs upon the deep-- 
| eſt Counſel, and moſt mature deliberation ; and 
accordingly he abides by his choice for ever. 


| Hl. An ARof Truft or Dependance: As in the 


Work of Faith the Soul is, by the Spirit of God, 
made to chuſe Chrift; ſo alſo to rruſt and de- 
pend upon him for all Grace, Righteouſneſs, 
and Salvation : Now it bottoms upon Chriſt, an- 
chars upon Chriſt, reſts and relics upon Chriſt for 


all 
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all Life - and Peace, for all Grace'on Earth, and 
Glory in Heaven: He lays the whole weight and 
fireſs of his Salvation upon him: He commits. all 
ro him, ventures all upon him, expeRs all from 
him This the Scripture calls ſometimes @ truſting 
in Chriſt,Eph.1.13.ſomertimes a leaning upon Chrit, 
Canr, 8 $. ſometimes a hoprng in Chriſt; 1 Cor. 15. 
19. And in this reſpe& Chriſt is called our Hope, 
1 Tim 1.1. our Hope, that 1s, the obje& of our 
Hope and Truft,as to life and Salvation. The Soul 
has no hope in himſelf, na hope 1n the Creature, 
io lope Th the Law or firſt Covenant,no hope in 
any thing in Heaven or Earth on this ſide Chriſt: 
He Tooks Here and there, to this and that, bur he 


can find no ſolid ground of hope, no bottom-ro 
build or reſt upon tor Life and Salvation;but then 
he turns his eye upon Chriſt, and there he ſees 
abundant ground of hope ; he beholds him upon 
the Croſs,and there's hope ; he beholds him upon 
the Throne,and there's hope 3 he looks upon him 
dying, and there's hope 3 he looks upon him ri- 
ſing, aſcending, fſitring at the Fathers right hand 
making interceſſion for us, and there's hope 3 He 
looks upon the infinite vertue of his Blood;the-in« 
finite efficacy of his Spirit, the infinice fulneſs of 
his Grace,rhe infinite demenftons of his Love,the 
infinite freeneſs and fairhfulneſs of his Promiſe z 
and in theſe he ſees infinite ground of hope-and. 
truſt, and accordingly he rolls and venrures alk 
tipon him : Here Iil build, (Tays he) here Tit 
bortom, here I'll reſt, here I'll hang and depend, 
here PVll live ; yea, and if die T muſt, here Fl die. 
His language to Chriſt now, js like thar of the 
Pſalmift to God in atiorher caſe, Pſal. 39.17. Now, 
Lord, what wait I for ? my hope is in thee.This is to? 
caſt Anchor within the Veil, Heb. 9.6, And'indeed! 
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N $8 . . . 
| Tis with poor Souls many times, as with Perſons 
arSea ; the Storm ariſes,the Waves life up them» 
ſelves, which bearing apon them, they are read 
ro fink every moment, and their very Soul is mel- 
red becauſe of heavineſs; but anon they ſound 
botrom,caſt Anchor, and are at reſt: So poor Souls 
are under ſtorms of fin, guilt, and wrath, periſh- 
.Ing in their own apprehenſion every moment; but 
anon-chey drop an Anchor of hope upon Chriſt, 
and: do reſt upon him : or 'cis with them in this 
caſe, as *ewas with the Dove when ſhe was firſt 
ſent out of the Ark, ſhe found no reſting place a- 
broad for the Sole of her foot ; bur ar length re- 
rurned'to the Ark,and there found reſt,Gen.8.8,9, 
} So the poor guilty Soul finds no reſt any where 
| bur in Chriſt. His language in this AR of Faith is 
' fuch as this, I am a poor, loſt, ſinful, diſtreſſed 
Creature, and there 1s but one door I can expe&t 
relicf from, and that is Chriſt,and at this door I'll 
he and wait; I know he 1s able to -__ me, for 
he can ſave to the utrermoſt : and ſurely he hath 
bowels,great bowels towards poor ſinners 3 he is 
a'\merciful High-Prieſt. He ſays concerning him, 
\ as they ſomerimes did concerning the King of 7/- 
| rael, Behold, we have heard, that the King of Iſrael 
\ is a merciful King peradventure he will ſave us : yea 
he has bid me look ro him and be ſaved ; and he 
- invites all them that are weary, and heavy-laden, 
to come..to him, and promiſes them reſt : Why 
then ſhould 1 not reſt and rely upon him ? 'Tis 
true, am a mighty finner,bur he Is a more mighty 
Saviour Have I finned to the utmoſt ? he has 
| fatified to the utmoſt : Whar ſhall I ſay ? True, 
L am Death; but Chriſt is Life 3 I am Darkneſs,bur 


Chriſt is Light 3 I am Sin, bur Chriſt is Hol 
Fam Guilr, bur Chrilt Is Rightcouln els; I am 


_—Empth- 
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_ Emptineſs and nothingneſs, but Chriſt is Fulneſs 
and Sufficiency ;I have broken rhe Law, bur Chriſt 
has fulfilled the Law 3 and his Life is infivitely a- 
ble to ſwallow up my Death ; his Light,my Dark-+ 
neſs ; his Holinefs,my Sin 3 his Righteouſneſs,my 
Guilc ; his Fulneſs, my Emprineſs ; on. him there + 
ore I'll lean, and live, and hope. *'Tis true,I am 
utterly unworthy of any Life, any Grace, any Fa- 
vour ; bur Chrif does all for Sinners Cen; he 
loves freely,he pardons freely,he ſaves freely; how 
vile therefore and unworthy ſocver 1 am, yet I will 
reſt and depend upon him : who knows'but he 
may caſt an eye of loye upon me? This 1s that AR 
of Faith which is held forth, Iſa:q 5.24. Surely, ſhall 
one ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
I have neither ſirength ror righteouſneſs of my | 
own, bur I have all righteouſneſs and fircngrh in | 
Chriſt ;.all righteouſneſs for Pardonand Juftzfica- | 
tion, and all ſtrength for Holineſs and SanRificay | 
tion : this is that the Apoſtle calls a rejoycing in \\ 
Chriſt Jeſus, having no confidence in the fleſh,Phil.3.3. | j 
To draw towards a concluſion of this Head : 
Which way ſoever the Soul looks on this fide 
Chriſt,he meers with nothing but diſcouragement : 
; ; f he looks to himfelh, there Bs. ſces no | 

in and puik,blackne(s and deformity; 1n his hear 
heTees a Fountain of fin, an Abyſs of _ in, a very 
. Hell of fin and wickedneſs;in his Life he finds in- 
numexable evils, ſins of a crimſon die and ſcarlet 
tin.”e ſtaring him in the Facez yea, his very, 
Durics are_not withour fin, even in theſe there 18 
abundance of pride, formaliry, unbelicf, and the 
vs : his very righteouſneſs are as filthy Fg (- 

. 64. 4+ If he looks unto the Law, there he reads 
 hisdoom and condemnation in every line thereof; 
there he finds himfelf under the Curſe 3 there he 
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fees nothing but fear, and blackneſs, and darkneſs, 
and Tempeſts, Heb. 12. 18. If he looks to Juſtice, 
char he finds as a flaming Sword keeping him from 
the rree of Life,from all happineſs : That appears 
with an angry frowning countenance, demanding 
ſarisfaQtion, as being infinitely wronged : But now 
1n the midſt of all theſe diſcouragements,the poor 
Soul ar length gets a fight of Chriſt, in whom he 
ſees encouragement afrer all : He diſcovers Jand 
in a ſtorm, as it were, and finds in him a bottom 
to reſt his weary Spirir upon; in him he ſees 
thar which can. atrone God,ſarisfie Juſtice,anſwer 
all the demands of the Law, fully deliver him 
from ſm and guilr, and make him both holy and 
happy for ever ; and accordingly he reſts and 
rolls himſelf upon him, reſolving that if he dies, 
Tewill die thus leaning upon this Beloved, | 
IH. An AR of Refignation or Subje&ion: As in 
the work of Faith the Soul thus chuſes Chriſt,and 
depends upon him, ſo alfo he is by the Spirit of 
God made cordially and unreſervedly to refign 
up himſelf untohim, to be ruled, governed, and 
difpoſed of by him in his own way : The Soul 
now purs himſelf out of his own power and poſ- 
feſfion, he paſſes himſelf away for himſelf, and he 
pives up himſelf into the power and poſſefſion of 
Jef Chriſt, to be ruled, governed,and ſaved by 
im as he ſees good : which is properly thar AR 
of Faith which we call Reſignation, and this the 
Scriprure 'ofcen mentions, One ſhall ſay, I am the 
Lord's,1ſa. 44.5: that is, -he ſhall give or Teſign up 
himſelf to the-Lord to be for ever his, and ar his 


difpoſe : ſo 2 Cor.8.5, They gave themſelves unto the | 


Lord : and Epheſ. 5. 24. theChurch is ſaid to'be 
| pjen to Chriſt : The caſe ſeems to be this, there 


ES 


aving many Treaties paſt in order 'to a March | 
; 'berween, 


b 
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berween Chriſt and the Soul ; the Soul a lengrh» 
through che help of thesDivine Spirit, 15 made 
freely ro conſenc to take Chriſt for his only Head 
and Husband, & to be ſubjeQ ro him in all things, 
ro be perfectly and eternally at his diſpoſe, His 
anguage now to Ctriſt,is like that of Ahab to Ben- 


l 
haddad,r Kings 20 «4. Behold,I am thine,and all that | . -- 


I have is thine : Sweet Lord Jeſus, ſays the Soul,[ 
have been my own, and have lived roo much in 
mine own will, and to my own ends and inte- 
Tells ; but now I defice to be thine,and to live in 
thy will,and c@thine ends ; take poſſeſſion of me; 
fave me, rule me, lead me, diſpoſe of me as thou 
pleaſeſt ; do all thy pleaſure in me,pull down and 
tet up what thou wilc, Ile be, and do, and ſuffer 
what thou wilt have me to be, and do,and ſuffer. 
And rhis is properly that A of Faith, whereby 
we cloſe with Chriſt as a Lord and King, and is 
indeed the cyidence of the truth of the two for-- 
mer; for you muſt knew, that tho Faith's firſt 
Aſpe& be to Chriſt as a Saviour, yet ir comes to 
eye him as a Lord and King alſo. As Faith fully 
borcoms upon the ſatisfaftion of Chriſt, ſo it freely 
bows to the Scepter of Chriſt; yea, when Faith 
can't challenge Chriſt as a Sayjour, yet it will own 
Chriſt as a Lord. You know how Laban ſpake to 
Abraham's Servant upon the ſight of the Ear-rings 
and Bracelets which he had given his Siſter Re- 
bekah, and upon his hearing a relation from her 
of his Diſcourfe with her, Come in,thou bleſſed of the 
Lord, why ſtandeft thou without ? T have room for 
thee, Gen.24.31, In like manner does the Soul ' 
fpeax ro Chriſt,upon the ſight of that worth thar 
tsin him, and thar need which he has of bim 
Come in, thou blefled of che Lord, come in thou 
blefled of the Lord, why A thou. without - 
| 4, 


. 46 The beſt Match ;, Or, 

I have room for thee in my Underſtanding,and in 
my Will and Aﬀe&Rions3 and I would have thee 
pgflels all, and command all: Ina word, the Soul 
freely gives up himſelf ro Chriſts Holy and Spiri- 
eval Government, Thou artan holy Chriſt (ſays. 
he) he who is to reign, and I refign up my ſelf 
to thee, .T will have no Lord bur thee; rake the 
whole Throne to thy ſelf within me; I know th 

_Yake isan eafie Yoke,and I defire to bear it; thy 
Scepter 1s a righteous Scepter,and I defire ro bow 
ro It; thy Kingdom is a Kingdom of Righreouſ- 
neſs, Peace, and Joy in the Ho® Ghoſt, and I 
heartily defire ro come under the power of ir, I 

; would be ſanQified as well as juſtified 3 I defire 
; thy Spirit to ſubdue my corruptions for me,and ro 
| make me holy, as well as thy Blood to waſh away 
| | my guilr for me, and ingratiate me with thy (elf : 

t and this is whar the Scriprure calls, an opening of 
the Gates, and lifting up of the everlaſting Doors, to 
tet Chriſt the King of Glory in, Plal.24-9. Thus by 
theſe three, which indeed are the great uniting 
AQts of Faith, the Spirit of God enables the Soul 
to cloſe wich Chriſt in a Marriage Coyenant ang 
Relarion, 

$5. The Soul being thus enabled ro belicve, and 
ſo cloſe «ith Chriſt in a Marriage-covenant;then, 
as the Crown and Perfe&ion of all, rhe bleſſed 

Spirir of God takes up his ahode, and dwells for 
ever in thar Soul, as the Pledg and everlaſting 
Bond of this Marriage-Union and Relation be- 

. eween- them. The {veer Spiric does not only come - 

25 2 Friend; to trear about the March, and alſo to 
tie the Marriage-Knot between Chrift and us 3 
bur moreover, this being done, he remains him- 
ſelf ' in the Soul, as a Love-coken from Chriſt ro 
him, as che Pawn aud Pledg of chis Eſpouſal, and 


y 
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as the everlaſting Bond and Confirmation of this 
Marriage-union and Relation : Hence thar of the 
Apoſtle, He that is joined ts the Lord, ts one Spirit. 
1 Cor.6.17. one Spirit with the Lord he1s joined 
to 3 that Spirit which did join him to Chriſt, 
does remain in him and in Chriſt borh : Chriſt 
leaves his own Spirit in his Spouſes as the Pledg 
and Bond of that Marriage-unton rhat is berween 
him and them + ſo that he and they have the 
ſame Spirit dwelling in them 3 yer wich this dif- 
ference, he dwells in Chriſt withour meaſue, in 
us by meaſure ;*in Chriſt immediately, by vertue 
of the perſonal Union, in us by his Gifts and Gra- 
ces ; in Chriſt as an Head, in us as Members, and 
he with theſe are the Love-tokens,the Pawns and 
Pledges of his Marriage troth plighted berween 
Chriſt and us;and this indeed is that which makes 
this union ſo ſtrong and inviolable, as that ir can 
never be broken : Yea, not only does he remain 
In the Soul as the Pledg and Bond of this Union, 
but alſo rs deck and adorn the Soul with Grace, 
and ro make him ready for the conſummation of 
the Marriage above : you know, when Abraham's 
Servant ſaw that Rebehah conſented to be IHjaac's 
Wife,he then gave her Fewels of Sil ver,and Fewels 
of Gold, and Rich Raiment,Gen. 24.53, So the blef- 
ed Spirit of God, having gained ihe Souls con- 
ſent to be eſpouſed ro Chriſt, and the Marriage- 


- Knot being tied between them, now he dwells tn 


the Soul to deck and adorn him 3 now he gives 
htm Jewels of Gold and Silver,furniſhes and beau- - 


" rifies him with all Divine and Heayenly Grades: 
He dwells in him as an indeficienrt Spring and 
poſitions, 


Fountain of all Grace and gracious Di 
till he has lodged him ſafe in the Arms and Boſom 
of. his ſweet Husband above. Thus ar lengrh the 
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Eſpouſal,or Marriage-relatjon is made up berween 
Chriſt and the Soul : And O how bleffed is the 
Soul that is thus eſpouſed to him ! I muft ſay to 
ſuch a Soul, Blefled be the day that ever. thou 
\ wert born ; blefled the Womb rhart hare thee, 
| and bleſſed the Paps which gave thee ſuck;blefſed 
| Goſpel which revealed this ſweet Chrift ro thee, 
and bleſſed Spirit that has tied this happy Knor 
between him and thee. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Being a Call to, and Treaty with Souls, in 
order to an Eſpouſal between Chriſt and 


them, 


W/E and what is the meaning of all this ?: 


| Surely it ſhogld have a mighty influence 
upon the ſpirirs of Men, to draw and allure them 
0 Chriſt, ro induce them ar leaſt ro look after an 
£cquaintance with this bleſſed eſpouſal ro him-3 
and indeed I would take occaſion hence to treat 
with-eternal Souls, in order to a Match berween 
Chriſt and them ; and O that I could do ir effe- 
fually ! Look, my Beloved, as David ſent his Ser- 
vantst0 4bigal to commune with her,in order to 
. his raking her tro Wiſe, 1 Sar. 25. 39, 40. ſo has 
the Lord Jeſus ſent me, his poor unworthy Ser- 
' yant, to you this day ro commune with you 1n or- 
derto the eſpouſing you to himſelf ; and O thar 
F you would do in this caſc, as ſhe did in that, for 
> [For baſed (tis faid) and eaſe and went to David, 
 - and became his Wife, yer. 42. O that you would all 


. ariſe, 
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belief, ariſe out of your c 


the Creature afford any thing comparable here- 
unto ? Surely there is more ſweetneſs, more hap» 


1 1 ies; is jnfiviirely beyond all carthly delight whats 
Toever. Again _ you be nba to die, 


the SouPs Eſporſal to Chriſt. Ft 
ariſe, ariſe out of your fins, ariſe our of your _utt- 
| r carnal ſecuriry,and got0 
Chrift, and become his Spouſe : And nor oa ſo, 
bur, as ſhe did make haſt in the buſinefs,cloſe 1pee- 
dily wich him in a Marriage-covenant,even to day: 
O bleſſed day, might I ſucc2ed as they did * How 
happy would ir be for you ! how comfortable for 
me ? and how joyful for us all in the day of the 
Bridegroom's coming ! Sirs, ler me ſay, O thar I 
might ſay of you, as Paul of his Corinthtans here, 
T have eſpouſed you to one Husband, even to Chriſt : 
And why ſhould ir not be thus ? Why ſhould you 
not riſe and go with me to ſweer Jeſus, and be 
eſpouſed unto him ? Can you make light . of all 
that Love, that Comfort, that Sweerneſs, that 
Happineſs, that blefſed Union and Conn 
thar Delight, Solace and Complacency of Sou 

which this Eſpouſal carries in it? Or,is there ay 
thing can make up the loſs of theſe? Can Sin and 


pines, in one kiſs of rhe mouth of this bleſſed 
ord, in one embrace in his Boſom,one maments 
communion with him, than in all the delights of 
Sin and the Creature: If you doubr it, come and 
ſee, Experienced Souls will tell you,that one del- 


centof Toye from Chriſt,one beam of the lighe of, 


Is Countetiance, one turh with him in his Galle+, 


RR 


periſh eternally, rather than live, and be made. 
happy in ſuchg ſweet and defireable way as this 
of being eſpouſed to Chriſt-is.? A more ſweet and. 
defirable way of being made happy chan this of - 
an eſpouſal ro Chriſt, ſurel y neirher men nor An»,  ; 
gels could eyer haye thought on : Ate Fo - 
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+  , O eternal Souls, be content to die, ro periſh, to 
be damned and miſerable for ever, rather than 
be ſaved and made happy this way? If you ger 
Not Union with, and a Marriage relation to this 
; ſweet Lord, you muſt die and periſh for ever ; 
; Know you not (ſays the Apoſtle) that Jeſus Chriſt 
{ \ mn you, except ye be Reprobates ? 2 Cor. 13.5. . If ) 
- . Chriſt be not in us, weare certainly Reprobates, 
3 we are rejected of God. and out of his Favour, 
| and then ſurely we muſt periſh. Naturally we are 
all dead,all loſt, all condemned; 7udgment_is corpe 
all_Men to condemnation, Rom.s.18. and we are 
all the Chilaren of Wrath by nature, Eph.2.3. And 
if ever we be juſtified and ſaved, ir wu be by a 
Marriage-union and relation to Chriſt.There is no 
condemnation (ſays the Apoſtle ) or,as the words 
are, nothing of condemnation to.them. that are in L 
Chriſt 7eſus, Rom. 8. 1, Bur, as is there implied, 
C there is nothing bur condemnation to them that 
are out of Chriſt Jeſus. Once more 3; Can you be 
content to be ſhut out from the Marriage ar laſt [', 
for ever ? Think of thar Scripture, and bear the 
dread of it if you cat, Mat. 25.10. And they that 


were ready, went into the Marriage, and the door was | Begg 

- ſþut ; ſhut againſt others who then would fain en- Wo 
ter : To be ſhut out from the Marriage-Supper art. Le. 
laſt, is ro be ſhut out from God,from Chriſt, from } g—_ 
the Comforter, from all the Saints and Angels,. ' 


from all Happineſs, yea, and from. all . hopes of, 
happineſs for ever : and.'thus you muſt expe& to, 
be ſhur our from the Marriage at laſt, if you' come, 
nor into an eſpouſal ro-him here.-' And cat! you: 
bear it, rhink you ?. Can you be content ro hear” 
Chrift ſay unto you ar laft, Depart from me, depart? _ 
Y \L would have none of me on Earth, though T. | 

& word ind belought you with Tears z and here: oy 


— 


LIMI 


the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 3 
fore now you ſhalt have none of me tn Heaven : 
you might have been happy in a union and com- 
munion with me, and the arms of my Love were 
open to have received you, bur-you would not 3 
therefore now depart from me,T know you not : And 
can you bear this ? Beſides, what'1s it that keeps 
your Soul from a cloſe with Chriſt in this Marri- 
ape-relation? A vain world, a filthy- Luſt, a pain- . 
ful periſhing Pleaſure, a ſenſual Appetite : And * 
are theſe betrer than - Chriſt ? Are theſe indeed * 
things to be laid in the Ballance by you againſt 

ſl Chrift, yea, and to weigh down him 1n your va» 
| lues ? O monſtrous Stupidity ? In ſhort,Sirs, the 
matter I am treating with you abour, 1s no trifle, 


« + 


— 


"ris of no leſs momenr and importance to you than 
|! erernal Life or Death,eternal Salvation or Damna- 
| tion comes to z your eternal All depends upon it, 
for you muſt live or die,be ſaved or damned eter- 
nally,according as you do,or do nor cloſe 1n with 

Chriſt in a Marriage-union and Relation here.; 

', Why then ſhould you. ftand off from him ? Yea, 
why ſhould not this be the day of Eſpouſals be- 

. , tween him and you ? Ohybe not ſhic, be nor cc 

\(-+,-.t0 Chriſt, bur .cmbrace his Loye : ſurely his Arms 
+ \\,, arewide open to receive you, his Heart 1s upon 
. ©. You, and his deſire is rowards you; Ltft up therefore 
| —” the everlaſting Doors, and let this King'of Glory th : 
' Give up your Names and Souls unto him for ever. 


' Some of you. are young, and have your AﬀeQio 
4 CET TIT? O har you would"now Sh 


me'to ſweer Jeſus, and become his Spouſe3, you 


cannot love him,nor be married to him roo ſooh 

| O, ler bim have your hearrs before chis World” 
* Hath de nd_debauch :  Orhiers 

| you are older,and have ourſtood the Catls and Of- 

| ters of Chriſt long 3 yet lo, he once more renders 

Ke SS 17% J 4 \\nts. « L Ca him- 
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himſelf to-you: O now cloſe with him, and all 
| will be well yer. Bur for the berrer ſucceeding of 
* this Treaty, I ſhall,inche managing of ir, ſpeak to | 
three things. 1. Fil ſhew you what manner of | 
 Husband rhe Lord Feſas Chrift 1s, and how he is 
ualified ro render him defireable -in that Rela- 


tion. 2. Pl ſhew you what =_ things he does F 
for all his Spouſes, 3g. I'll thew you how much 
his Heart is upon a Match with you. And now as f 


f. Abraham's Servant, when he was to geta Wife for 
. Iſaac, prayed, ſaying, O Lord God of my Maſter A- 
braham, ſend me good ſpeed this day, Gen 24. 12, 
So would I upon the bended knees of my Soul 
ay, O Lord God, the God and Father of my 
| oyal Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, ſend me good ſpeed ., 
_ this day, that 1 may win, through thy Grace, a # 
: Spouſe for him. | 


o 


CHAP. VI. 


- Which ſhews what manner of Husband | 
Chriſt ts, and how qualified for the en- 
dearing of him to Souls, and renaring | 
him defireable in a Conjugal-Union. nf 


y_ 


Hat is thy, Beloved more than another 
bv, - Beloved, that thou doſt fo charge us ? 
So the Daughters of Feruſalem ſpake unto the. 

Cant. 5. 9. In like manner may fome. ſay, 
unto me 3. Who, or what is this Chriſt, that you: | 
do ſo preſs us to an eſpouſal with him ? What is. 4 
there 1n him co render him deſirable to us? Whey 
or what is he ? Truly I cart tell, made | 


. 


A 
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hadT the rongue of Men and Angels; and I am 
almoſt afraid ro ſpeak of him, leſt I ſhould dar- 
ken his Glory inſtead of diſplaying it: This T + 
am ſure of Re is ( as one ſpeaks of - him) Earths 


wonder, and Neavens wonder both 3 and has all 
that in him, and that in infinit eminency and 


perfe&tion, that ſhould render him -grateful and 
defireable ro Souls in a Conjugal-relation : Look 
rherefore upon him, and view him a little, and 
fee if there bi any thing you can defire in ſuch a 
Relation that 1s wanting in him. Tl lay this more 
fully before you in theſe following Particulars. 


T. Are you for Dignity and Greatneſs ? This 
oes far among men, and makes many a Match: 
or this, none Nike Chriſt, none ſo great, ſo glo- 

rious, ſo honourable as he: pray view him 8 

litttle : aso bis deſcent, He came forth from God, 

viz, by eternal Generation, and js the eternal Son 
of rhe erernal Farther, oh. 16. 28. View him in 
his Perſon, and rhere you, will ſee nothing but 
greatneſs 3 for he1s no other than God-man, and 
has all the excellencies of both Natures in one 

Perſon : he is Emmanuel, God with us, God in our 

Nature, Mat. 1.23, He is God, Heb. 1.8, The true 

God, John 5. 20. The Great God, Titus 2. 13» 

The mighty God, Iſa. 9. 6. God over all, or the moft 

high God, Rom. 9. 5. God equal with the Father, 

having the ſame Divine Efſence, and Efſential 

Perfe&ions in him, that the Father harh in him, 


Phil. 2. 6. He is the brightneſs of his Fathers Ghry, 
and the expreſs Chara#er of his Perſon; one in whom 
' *the whole Majeſty, Luſtre, and Glory, of the 
Father ſhines forth; one, on whom the Fa- 
-'ther has engraven all his eternal Excell i. 


Glory 


> 
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Glory do ſhine forth in the Saints and Angels; 
buc inChriſt che Fulneſs,Luſtre, and Brightneſs of 


. It appears, View him in his Office and Relation, 


with the mon that even here he 1s advanced 
unto : He is a King, a great King, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, Rev. 19.6. King of Saints, 
Rev. 15.3. King of Nations, Jer 106.7, King 0 
Glory, Pſal. 24.7. He is the Head of all Principalt- 
ries and. Powers; and "tis their Glory that they 
have ſuch an Head, Col.2. 10. He is the Fellow of 
the Lord of Hoſts, Tech. 13. 7. He + the firſt 
born of God, higher than the Kings of the Earth,Pſal, 
89.27. He us ſet down at Gods own right hand in hea- 
venly places,far above all Principalities, and Powers, 
and Might, and Deminion, Eph. 1. 20. He is made 
higher than the Heavens, Heb. 1. 26. Among all 
Perſons, and 1n all chings, whether in Heaven or 
Earth, he has the preheminence, Col. 1.18. Such 
1s his Greatneſs, that the whole Creation is 
bound to perform Homage and Worſhip to him, 
the Angels themſelves nor excepted : Let all the 
Angels of God worſhip him, ſays the Father, Heb, 
I. 6. & Phil.2. 9, 10. God hath highly exalted him, 
and given -him a name above every name, thut at the 
name of Feſus every knee ſhould bow,of things in Hea- 
ven,and things on Earth, and things under the Earth ; 
i. e, Angels as well as Men muſt perform wor- 
ſhip ro him: And indeed, a refuſal ſo to do, 
would turn Angels into Devils : He 1s beloved, 
feared, believed on,obeyed, prayed. unto, praiſed, 
admired, and delighted in by all : He is to have 
Lo honour from all with che Father 3. 41 muſt 
nour the Son, as they honour the Father, Joh. 5.23. 
what ſhall I ſay? He has the Sovereigh Loon 
and diſpoſal both of Grace and Glory in his hand, 


The Son quickneth whom he will, John 5.21, He os | 
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unto one, Live, and he lives; and to another, 
Live, and he lives, and the reſt of the dead live 
not : He has the Keys of Death and Hell, Rev.1.18. 
He has the Government of the whole World in 
his his Hand ; His Kingdom ruleth over all,Pſal. 103, 
19. He is in full poſſeſſion of a Kingdom over 
the whole Creation, all Fudgment being committed 
to him, John 5. 22. And O how glorious 1s he in 
the whole of ir ! © Glorious in his Throne,which 
* is at the right hand of God, Heb. 1. 3. Glort- 
* ous in his Comraiſſion, which is all power in Hea- 
* ven and Earth, Mat.2 8.18. Glorious in his Scep- 
*ter, which is a Scepter of Righteouſneſs, Pſal. 
© 45.6. Glorious in his Attendants, ten thoufand 
© times ten thouſands of his holy Ones,cven thou- 
* ſands of Angels, Dan. 75. 10. Glorious in his wa 

© of Rule, full of Grace and Sweetneſs rowards his 
© his People, full of Terror and Majeſty towards 
© his Enemies, his Arrows being ſharp 1n their 
© hearts, Pſal, 45. 5. And as he governsall now, 
ſo he will:judg all at laſt ; and all muſt ſtand or 
fall, live or die, be ſaved or damned for ever, ac- 
cording to what Sentence he ſhall paſs upon 
them, A#s 179.31. Rom.14.10. O how great 1s this 
Lord ! and how worthy to be embraced by us ! 
O Sirs, will you deny ſa great, ſo glorious a Pers 
ſon, when he makes love to you.? Should you ſee 
ſome great Prince wooing a Beggar in Rags upon 
the Dunghil, you would wonder to ſee her fight 
him, and make him wait time after time upon 
her : Why, there is an infinitely greater Perfon 
than the greaceſt of Kings, that wooes you," and 
follicires you for your love : And will you yer be 


e him? Then wonder at your own ſordid In- _ 


FR ie ot him and make him wait 7 W1IT Fou re+ 


gracirude, 
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I. Are you for Richers and Treaſures ? This 
ich. moſt : for this,none like Chriſt,he has 
/ riches as well as greatneſs ro recommend |. to 
| you 3 Riches an Honour are with me, Prov. 8. 18, 
! Yea,and his Riches arc the beſt ſort ; hisare Spi- 
| ricual Riches, Treaſures in Heaven, Matth, 6. 20, 
© Riches of Life and Love,Peace and Pardon, Grace 
and Glory, Righteouſneſs and Salvation ; Riches 
of Glory, and Riches in Glory : And O what poor 
things are the Riches of this World to theſe ? His 
are true Riches, Luke 16. 11, Tae riches of this 
World are bur painted riches, his are ſubſtantial 
} riches. 1 will cauſe them that love me to inherit 
{ fabſtance, Prov.8. 21. The riches of this World 
are vain, they are not, Prov. 23. $. But the riches 
of Chriſt have a reality in them : His are laftin 
| - durable riches ; Riches and Honour are with 
me, yea, durable Riches and Righteouſneſs, Prov. 8, 
18. Worldly riches are periſhing and uncertain 
things, 1 Tim. 6. 179- Now we enjoy them, bur 
all of a ſudden rney are gone and diſappear 3 
but Chrifts are eternal riches for an eternal Soul. 
And as his riches are thus of the beſt ſort; ſo he 
has- great abundance of chem; his riches are 
boundleſs and unſearchable : To me (ſays Pant) it 
given to preach the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, 
Epheſ.3.8. He is Heir of all things, Heb. 1. 2. All 
the Treaſures of Heaven and Earth are his: He 
hs all fullneſs dwelling in him, Col.1. 15, even all 
the fullneſs of the Godhead ; whole God dwells 
in him 3 he has enough to ſupply all our wants, 
and ro anſwer all our defires. Do we want Grace ? 
He is fot of Grace, John 1.14. Do we want Life ? 
With him is the Fountain of Life, Pſal, 36.9. Do we 
want Redemprion, .redemprion from Sin, 
' Death, from Hell, from Wrath ? With him is 
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teos Redemption, Pſal.130.7. Do we want peace ? 
He gives Peace 3 My peace 1 give unto you, Joh.14. 
27. Do we want Righteouſneſs? He bas fulfilled 
all Righteouſneſs, he is become the Lora our _R1 
__teowſneſſ, er. 23: 6. Now will you reje&this ric 
Lord ? You are poor, and miſerable, and naked 3 
| and will you not embrace this Chriſt, rendering 
| himſelf with all theſe Riches to you? O how 
juſtly then will you periſh for ever ! O that there 
were ſome covetous Soul here this day, thar 
would be taken with the Riches of Chriſt! 

ITE. Are you for Bounty, for a noble and gene- 
rous Spirit ? Thar's deſirable in ſuch a relation, 
and rakes much with many 3 for this alſo, none 

like Chriſt : He is a bountiful Lord, of a noble 
and generous Spirir,as well as rich : Many a Mat 
has riches enoegh, bur has a baſe, narrow, cove» 

. rous Spirit; and ſo his Wife has little of them 3 
| bur Chriſt has a noble, generous bounciful heart: 
| He is not only rich, but he is alſo willing to lay 

| our all his riches and treaſures upon his Spouſes : . 
All the Treaſures of his Love and Grace, all the 
rreaſure of his Righreouſneſs and Conſolation z 
He would have them abundantly filled,abundant- 
ly comforted, abundantly enriched for ever? 

What a generous Spirit towards them does he 

| expreſs, Cant g.1. Eat, O Friends; Drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, O beloved : As if he ſhould ſay, 

I have enough, infinieely enough for you, and I 

would have you to have enough,l would have you 
have your Souls full of all good : He would have 
them ro have full Graces, full Joys, 'full'Com- 


forts, and fa!l happineſs for ever. Theſe thi | 
fpeak I unto you, (ſays he) that your joy may be fult 4 
| John1g.1x. And again, Asb tbat you may receive, 
: Fat your Jy muy be full, John 16. 24- He fl = 


. TTY whe ba 


UMI 


60 - The beſt Match; Or, 


_ ARtively as well as paſſively, he knowing all, as. 


(1 


». 
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them like gn with himſelf; like love and 
embraces in the Fathers Boſom, John 17. 24. 26. 
Like Grace and Holineſs, Fohn 19. 22. O what 
a noble, generous, bountiful Heart has this ſweer 
Lord towards his Spouſe ! Soul, ſhall ir not draw 
and allure thee ro him ? Norhing will ſarisfie him 
leſs than their participating with him in his own 
Bleſſednefs : Soul, if thou rejeReſt rhis bountiful 
Lord, know, that he has Treaſures of Wrath and 
Vengeance alſo, which he will plenrifully pour 


- our upon the for ever. 


IV. Are you for Wiſdom and Knowledg ? Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledg render a Perſon lovely and 
defireable; *ris indeed one of a Perſons higheſt ex- 
cellencies and perfe&ions: for this alſo none like 
Chriſt ; He is the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of 
God,1 Cor.1.24. The infinit Wiſdom of rhe eter- 
nal God docs ſhine forth in him and chrough him : 
Yea, in him are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdnm 
and Knowledge,Col 2.3. Which may be underſtood 


vell as having all that is worch knowing in him 3 
e is the only wiſe God, Jude 25. There 1s no true 
Wiſdom bur in him,and there 1s no true Wiſdom 
to be had but by him, and from him 3 he 1s often 
in Scripture called Wiſdom, to note thar infinite 
Wiſdom thar is in him: He knows all Perſons and 
all rhings 3 he knows the Father, and that as he 
is known of him, 7oh.10.15. He knows the Mind 


» and Will of rhe Farher ; hence ſaid to be in bis bo- 


ſom, which is the place of Secrers,as well as Love, 


Fohn 1, 18, He knows all his Fathers Counſels i 


and Decrees, which have been of old touching 


he Salvation and Damnation of Man: Hence we 


read: of the Lambs Book of Life, and Names written 
therein, 'Rev. 13. 8, He knows all the Wore av 


_ Ke is Beautiful and Glorious, fag. 2. 
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God the Father ; The Father loveth the Son, and 
ſheweth him whatſoever he doth, John 5.20, He 
knows the Attributes and Perfe&tons of God, and 
he only, Mat. 11. 27. Joh. 4. $5. He knows the 
whole Word of God, being himſelf the Word, Joh. 
I.1. *Tis obſerved by one, that the Angels them- 
ſelves do not know all the Word of God, bur 
Chriſt does : And as he thus knows God, and the 
things of God, ſo alſo he knows Man, and the 
things of Man : He knows all Men, and what is in 
them, John 2. 24,25. He knows the State,the Spi- 
rits, che Frames, the Thoughts, the Ends, the 
Counſels, the Ways, the Wants, the Burrchens,the 


 Temptarions of all. In a word ; he is infinite 'in 


Wiſdom and Counſel, and he knows perfe&ly, as 
how to promote his own Glory, ſo how to des 
fend, ſave, and comfort his Spouſes, and carry on 
their happineſs in the beſt way : O, who would 
not have ſuch an Husband ! Soul, if rhou reje& 
him, know, that his Wiſdom will fight againſt 
thee ;and he knows how to damn and deſtroy for 
ever. | 

V.. Are you for Beauty ? That takes with moſt 5 
for this none like Chriſt: For Beauty and Com- 
lineſs, he infinicely ſurpaſſes both Men and Angels. 
We read of Moſes, that he was exceeding fair; and 
of David, that he was ruddy,and of a beautiful coun- 
tenance ; and Foſephizs reports of the one of them, 
that all thar ſaw him, were amazed at, and ena- 
moured. on his beauty. O but what was their 
beauty to Chriſt's ? Were their Ecauty, and (with 
theirs) the beauty of Men and Angels put-rope- 
ther, 1t would- all be nothing ro the Beauty of 
Chriſt : Nor fo much as the light of a Farthing- 
Candle is ro the Lighr of the Sun at Noon-day : -- 
Was Moſes , 

* fair? 
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fair ? Chriſt is infinitely more fair ; Me is fairer 
than the Children of men, Pſal. 45.2. And had you 
aneye to behold his Beauty, you could not bur 
be amazed ar it, and enamoured on it': Was Da- 
vid ruddy, and of a beuriful Countenance ? See 
What the Spouſe ſays of Chriſt, Cant. g. 10. My 
Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt of ten thou- 
ſand ; which notes the perfeRtion of his Beauty 
and therefore ſhe concludes all with this,(having 
ſpoken of the Beauty of his ſeveral parts) He 7s 
altogether lovely, ver.16. or he 1s all loveline(s : as 
if he ſhould ſay, What do I de? there is no end 
of his beanry and aimiableneſs ; there is nothing 
in him bur what is lovely; and there is nothing 
lovely bur whar is in him 3 neither js there any 
thing in the whole Creation, that has beauty and 
aimiableneſs enough in it,to be a ſhadow and re- 
ſemblance of his beauty and aimiableneſs. 0 fair 
Sun. (ſays Ruthzrford) and fair Moon,and fair Stars, 
and fair Flowers, and fair Roſes, and fair Lillies ; 
but 0 t-nthoſand thouſand times fairer Lord Feſus / 
Alas, Thave wronged him (ſays he) in making the 
tompariſon this way : O black Sun and Moon / but 0 
fair 'Lord Jeſus ! O black Flowers, and black Lillies 
and Roſes ! but O fair, fair, even fair Lord Jeſus /! 
O black Heaven ! but O fair Chriſt ! O black An- 
gels ! but O ſurpaſſinzly fair Lord Feſus / In ſhort, 
Divines obſerve,that chere 15 ſomewhar in Chriſt 
more aimiable than Salvation 3 and indeed there 
are thoſe Heart-indcaring Beauries, thoſe Soul- 
raviſhing Excellencies in the Perſon of chis Belo- 
ved, that. are unſpeakably beyond Salvation it 
ſelf: He is the brightneſs, the luſtre, rhe ſhining 
forth of his Fathers Glory, Heb.1.2, O, who wonl 

hot be raviſhed with, and ehamour'd on his Beau- 
ty? A ſmall fight and report thereof, Ter che 
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Daughters of Feruſalem a ſeeking after him Cant. 
6. 1, And ſhall ir have no influence upon you; r6 


draw and allure you to him ? Does one ſo fair atid 
beautiful make love to ſuch black and deformed 


Creatures as you and 1 are, atid Thall we refuſe” 


Him ? Shall we reje& this Tovely Lord ? O char his 
Beauty might enamour us! | 

VI. Are you for Love as well as lovelineſs ? for 
a ſweer, kind, loving Diſpoſition? This is defira- 
ble toall ; for this alſo none like Chriſt : He is of 
a moſt ſweet, loving, tender, affable Diſpoſition : 
He indeed is Love it ſelf, Kindneſs it ſelf, Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion it ſek : God is Love, 
1 John 4. 16. His Love to his Spouſes, has all 
dimenfions, heights, breadths, depths, lengths in it ; 
yea, it paſſes Knowledg, Ephel. 3. 18, 19. which 
ſhews the 1immenſity and unmeaſurableneſs of his 
Love; as if he ſhould ſay of it, 'cis higher than 
Heaven, and deeper than the Sea 3 *ris broader 
than the Orb of the Earth, and longer than all 
Time, during throughout Eternity ; yea, and it 
paſſes Knowledg. There are wwo things which 
exceed onr Knowledg ; our Sins, and Chrifſts 
Love ; the one is almoſt, the other isalrogether 
boufidleſs and bottomleſs. Tho a Man has never 
ſo many accompliſhments ro commend him z yet 
if he be of a roughy crabbed, ſour diſpoſition, 
this renders him unacceptable for ſuch a Relari- 
On: qut to all his other PerfeRions, Chriſt has 
this added, Thar he is infinitely loving as well as 
lovely, and” of a moſt kind, render diſpofition to 
his Spouſes. Hence we read in Scripcure of his 
Love, his Kindneſs, his Meekneſs,his Geneleneſs; 
and che hke ; all noring che admirable ſweetneſs 
and .amiableneſs of his Diſpoſition: He we 

ovet his very Enemies, eycn them: that finally re- 
BY, 5 | fuſed 
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thingelfe can do it, Rom. 8.35, 38, 39, AndI 
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fuſed him, Luk. 18. 41, 42. Yea, he had akind- 


neſs for his Murderers, and prayed for them, and 
that whilſt they were murdering of him; yea,and 


_ his Prayer carried many of them ro Heaven, Luke 


23. 34. O whar love, what kindneſs then muſt 
he have for his Spouſes? He that has love for 
Encmies, and ſuch'love, what muſt he have for 
his Friends ? *Tis a ſweet gloſs which one of the 
Ancients has upon the place laſt quoted ; Father, 
forgive them, they know not what they do : © This 
* (fays he) is a Word becoming the eternal Word, 
© the Word of the Erernal Father ; he prays nor 
© only for his Perſ:curers and Reproachers, bur 
even for his Murderers, .improving all his inte- 
F reſt in his Father for them 3 ſaying, in effeR, 
* Father, I intreax thee, by that farherly love chou 
© haſt for me, and by which we are one, hear me 
© for theſe my Murderers, in forgiving of them, 
© own the love of thy Son, that thou mayeſt par- 
© don his Enemies. O what kindneſs does this 
argue ! Ina word, his love is as an Ocean, which 
has neither brim nor bottom 3 neither can he bur 
be kind ro his. The Law, indeed, of kindneſs (as 
ris (aid of the good Wife, Prov. 31. 26.) 1s in his 
lips; yea, and in his heart and carriage too, all 
being full of Love. O that his Love might draw 
you ! Surely no love like his Love, none fo full, 
none ſo free, none ſo ſweet, none ſo fruitful, none 
ſo raviſhing, none ſo laſting 3 his Love, where he 
loves, never fails, nor can it ever be broken off; 


"Who ſhall ſeparate us ( ſays the a1 goa, from the 
eparate us 


Love of Chrijt ? Thar 1s, nothing can 
from his Love, Neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, 


— nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Thangs preſent, 


nor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any 
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think, ſays an holy Man,his unchangeable love hath 
faid unro me, I defie thee ro break me, of change - 
me. © Sirs, expertenced_Souls will rel} you, how 
fweer, and good, and rich Chriſt's Love is. They 
will rell you, one ſight, one taſte of it makes Hea- 
ven in the Soul, rhar *tis better than Wine, Cant. 1.2, 
And will you reje& him and his love roo ? Will you 
pour contempt upon ſo much kindneſs? O how 
juſtly then will you periſh under his Wrath ! He 
has Wrath in him as well as Love ; Wrath for Ene- 
mies,as well as Love for his Spouſes ; and his wrath 
15 as hot and terrible,as his love is ſweet and com- 
fortable , yea his Love will, if rejeted by you, 
turn into Wrath, and no Wrath like that that is 
the reſult of abuſed Love : O therefore cloſe with 
Chriſt rhis day, © 

VII. Are you for a Perſon of Eſteem, one rhar is 
much valued and beloved ? An ingenuous Soul 
would defire this ; and for this none like Chriſt : 
As rhere 1s none (ſo kind and loving as he,ſo there is 
none ſo much valued and beloved as he : He is be- 
loved by all whoſe Loye is worth the having : 'He 
is highly valued and beloved by all the Saints,both 
in Heaven and Earth ; the Saints in Heaven they 
admire and adore him ; 'tts a part of their happi- 
neſs to love him and delight in him for ever: and 
the Saintson Earth, they love and value him aboye * 
all ochers whar-ever ; he 1s the dearly Beloved of 
their Souls. How ofren does the Spouſe call him her 

Beloved,and her Well-beloved : And once and a- . 
gain, ſhe declares her ſelf fick of Love to him ; ſhe 
15 enamour'd on him z he is indeed the defrre of aff 
Nations, Hag. 2. 7. That is to ſay, He whom all the 
FaithfuL in all Nations do love, defire, and delight 
\ 1n-: Henee alſo that of rhe Apoſtle, To you that believe. 

be is pregzons, 1 Pey-2.9%. The Saints loyeand value 
— D Chriſt . 
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Chriſt above all their Natural, or Creature-enjqy- 
ments, above Farther and Mother, Husband a 
Wife, and Children, Houſes and Lands,and the like ; 
So much is intimated, Mat.1o. 37. & 19. 29. they 
loveand value him above all their ſpiritual Attain- 
ments, Accounting them but Dung for Chriſt, Phil.3.8. 
They love and value him above their Lives, being 
ready to die for him, AQts 21. 13. Rev. 12.11.0 how 
dear is Chriſt to Saints? he is alſo highly valued and 
beloved by all the holy Angels : He 1s the great Ob- 
ze& of rheir Love and Admiration:Hence he is ſaid 
, to be ſeen of Angels, that is, to be beloved and de- 
| lighred in by Angels,t Tim.3.16. The blefled Angels 
do ſee that in Chriſt, which does enamour them on 
him,and fill them with love to him, and delight in 
him 3 yea, which does fill them with perpetual ad - 
mirings and adorings of him, Rev.s. 12, Yea,which 
1s more than all this,he is infinitely valued and belo- 
ved by God the Farther alſo : The blefled God ſees 
that in Chriſt, that renders him infinitely amiable 
and deſirable in his eye, and to his Soul, ; both as 
Son, and alſoas Mediator, he is even infinitely dear 
and precious ro the Father:And as he 1s the Son of 
God,the Son of the Father, as the Apoſtles exprefſ- 
fion is, ſo 1s he the Darling and Delight of the Fa- 
thers Soul, and was ſo from all Erernity.z ſo much 
he himſelf tells us, Prov.8.30. So is he the infinite 
and eternal Favourite of the infinite and eternal Fa- 
rher;ſo he is one in efſence with the Father,and ac- 
cordingly muſt be infinitely dear to the Father, 
| Hence he is ſaid to bein the Fathers Boſom,and as his 
Son, was ſo from eternity, Joh,1.18. Now the Bo- 
ſom is the'Sear of Love ; .and this being ir his Fa- 
thers Boſom, notes that, ſtrong, ardent, 1nyimare 
\ Love which the Father has for him : yea, evetias 
Mediator the Father loyes him, Zobn 3 35+ You! he 
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the Sous Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 6% 
loves him with a choice, a ſingle, and an. eminent 
Love,with a Love of the higheſt ſtrain, rhe choiceſt 
excellency,the ſweeteſt influence z a Love that has 
a ftamp of ſpecial Glory upon it: Hence he is called 
the Beloved, Epheſ.1.6. He hath made us accepted in 
the Beloved, that is, in Chriſt, who is moſt dear to 
God : Hence God calls him his beloved Son, This # 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, Mar. 3. 17, 
Yea, he is called the Son of his Love; he hath tran- 
ſlated us intothe Kingdom of his dear Son; the Greek 
1s,the Son of his Love, Col. 1.13. Yea} the Father 
proclaims him to be the delight of his Soul : Behold 
( faith he )my Servant whom Thave choſen; mine EledF, 
in whom my Soul delizhteth, 1{a.g2.1, What ſhall I ſay? 
God loves himſelf infinitely,and next ro himſelf he 
loves Chriſt, and delights in him : *cis rrue,he loves 
all the Works of his Hand as ſuch, eſpecially ratio- 
nal Creatuzes: and among them, he has a peculiar 
love for his Saints and the holyAngels;bur he loves 
Chriſt unſpeakably more than all: He indeed is firſt 
Beloved,and molt beloved;and beſt beloved by him, 
of all others. God, as the School-men obſerve,does 
love the very Fleſh or humane Nature of Chrift, 
more than all the Angels : In a word,he loves him 
ſo,as that he 15 Even raviſh'd with him,and he care 
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ſelves. Now, Sirs, will you not love and-embrace 
this beloved One,one tha: 1s thus valued and belo- 
ved by Saints, by Angels, and by God the Father ? 
And ler me ſay, one thar is hated and deſpiſed by 
none bur Devils and deviliſh ones: Soul,if thou re« 
ze&t him, whom all the Sainrs and Angels love, ad- 
mire and adrjre, then never expe to live with 
- * them in the fruition of them,but reckon upon livin 
.. With Deyils and damned Spirits in Hell for eyer : 
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68 The beſt Match; Qr, - 
thou reje& him whom the Father loves and delights 
in, then expe to be rejeted both by him and the 
Father for ever 3, but Soul, rather be preyailed with 
to love him too, 

'VIIL. Are you for Immortality, for one that lives 
for ever? This added to the reſt, is defirable ; and 
for this, none like Chriſt : Yea,none but Chriſt, he, 
and he alone is a neyer-dying Husband ; the beſt 
 - Husband here below is mortal, and may leave you 
| in a moment 3 but Chriſt is immortal, he is the King 
_ T#mmuortal, eternal, 1Tim.1.19. and he only hath immor- 
tality, 1 Tim.6. 16. He, and He only lives for ever- 
more : Behold, I live for evermore, (ſays he) Rev.r. 
18, He will never leave you in the deſolate ſtate of 
Widowhood ; yea, not only does he live for ever 
-- Himſelf, bur moreover he moped all his Spouſes to 
' live forever too : So you find, John 11. 25,26.T am 
| the ReſurreFion and theLife,( ſays he )he that believeth . 
in me, tho he were dead, yet ſhall he livc ; and whoſ- 
ever liveth and believeth in me, ſhall never die.O whar 
an Husband is this ! an Husband that lives for ever -. 
himſelf, and that makes his Spouſes live for ever 
* - \roo ; he gives all his Spouſes ſuch a Life as never 
dies,an immortal Life. In a 'word, cloſe with him, 
and as he will live for ever as thy Husband, ſo thou 
ſhalt live for ever as his Spouſe : . O who would nor 
accept of ſuch a Perſon ? Soul, if thou receiveſt 
| him, know, he lives for ever, to love thee, to com- 
= - fort thee, to delight thee, ro make thee happy in 
and with himſelf ; bur if 'rhou reje&eſt him,know, 

that he lives for ever to puniſh rhee; to infli& wrath 

and vengeance upon thee, and to make thee com- 
pleatly miſerable ; bur O reje& him not! Thus have 

| : ſhewn you | Sup. what 0 ras _ 1s to his 
pouſes ; and upon the whole, w ay to you,as 
the Spouſe did to the Daughters of Feruſalem, Rook: 
| | : $1  -, 
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8. 16.This #s my Beloved, and this is my Friend , This 
1s he that offers himſelf co your Embraces ; ſurely 
he is no mean,no deſpicable Perſon,bur one infinire- _ 
ly defirable. Now,whar do you ſay ? will hou have 
him,or will you not ? poſlibly this 15 the laſt render 
he will ever make of himſelf ro you ; poſſibly rhe 
Match muſt be made now or never; therefore now 
cloſe with him, accept him upon his own terms, 
who ſurely is, worthy of all accepration, 
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Which ſhews what great Things Chriſt does 5 


for all his Spouſes. . 
Rue, may | ſome ſay,- Chriſts Ttxſpn js deſfira» 
ble ; but what will he do for hiF:Spouſes? Whar 


may our Soul expe& from him, in"cafe we ſhould 
cloſe up with him in a Marriage-Covenant? Whkac 
will he do ? Whar will he not dofor you? Surely he 
as like himſelf, and does great things for all his 
Spouſes: And O happy,happy they that are indeed 
eſpouſed unto him! I ſhall, for the more effeQual 
drawing of poor Souls to him, ſhew you what he 
does for his Spouſes, in theſe following particulars. 

I. He pays all their Debts, 

II. He ſupplies all cheir Wants. 

IT. He heals all their Maladies, 

IV. He bears all their Burhens. 

V. He ſweetens all their Affii&tions. , 

VI. He ſubdues all their Enemies. 

VII He minds and manages all their concerns. 

VIE. Enjoynters them in Eternal Life and Glory: 

I. He pays all cheir debts,fully diſcharging their 


Souls from all Sin and Guilt. No ſooner is a Woe | - 
3 - man married:to hey Husband, bur preſently all her _- 
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Debts become his ; he pays all, ar laſt is lyable fo 
to do; In like manner,no ſooner is a Soul eſpouſed 
to Chtiſt,'.byt all his Debts to Law and Juſtice be- 
come Chfifls zad he pays UI : And O how great a 

| >, Friends, we'ire all jn debt, deeply 
indebr ro the Law and Juſtice of _Gad : We owe 
each ofie of us more than our ren thouſand Talents, 


\ Hat.18.24. We lie under whole Mountains of Sin 


and Guilt : The truth is, our firſt Father lefr us and 
all his Poſterity in debr 3 we brought Sin and Guilr 
into the World with us, and the firſt day we were 
born, Divine Juſtice might have arreſted us, and 
ave Caſt us into the diſmal Priſon of utter dark- 


, nels. I came of thyſe Parents ((ays one of the An- 
| cients) who made me damned before I was born : they 


ſinners begot-me a finner in their ſin, And to the ſame 
purpaſe another of chem ſpeaks, No man 7s free from 


Fr (ſays he) in the ſight of God ;, nognot an Infant of a 
ay.old. 


And to give you a greater Authority than 


' theſe, the Holy Apoltle affects the fame thing, Rom, 


6.12, By one man ſin entered into the World, and death 
by ſin ; and death paſſed upon all Men, for that all have 
ſinned. Adam finned, and we all finned in him, we 
a!l being, in him, as in a Common Head 3 and the 
guiir of the AQ of this Sin is as truly ours, as if 
we had each one of us ated it in our own Perſons ; 
and we all ftand juſtly condemned for it.Hencealio 
wver(.3, he cells us, Thar by the Offence of onezjudgment ) 
came upon all men to condemnation. Beſides,we have 
all contraRed a vaſt debr upon our ſelyes,and dolie 


| under-much a&ual guiir, and chat of a ſcarler'dye 


aad-crimſoh tinture. Alaſs,we have done little bur 


do is ſin, or at leaſt _we fin in all we do. we are 
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Finned ever fince we came into.the World 3 and jn- 
. deed, as lorg as we are out of Chriſt, eicher all we 
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_only by Chriſt, cloſe with him in a Marriage-cove- 
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fin, and guilt to guile : And O how grearthen muſt 
Debs to Lav x ized be? You look 
upon that man to be deeply in debt indeed, whoſe 
Debts are ſo many and great, as that he can neither 
know, nor count them, And thus its with us, ſo 
many and ſo grear are our fins, and conſequently 
our Dcbrstro Law and Juſtice, that we can' neither 
know nor count them, David, though an holy 
Man, cries out, Who cau underſtand his Errors ? Plal. 
19.12. Alas, who of us can count the fins of one 
day ? They paſs our Knowledg ; and which 15 worſe 
ſtill, we are under aneceſlity, whilſt in our Naty- ' 
ral ſtate, of increaſing our fin and guilt every day 
and hour. Now how ſhall all this debt be paid, this 
Sin and Guilt be expired and donc away ? Why 


-— 


nant, and your Souls are diſcharged from all. Ju> 
ſtice that ſtands upon Sarisfa&ion,. it calls for full 
payment its language is, Pay, or periſh ; pay, or 
be damned : and nothing have we of our own to 
pay the leaſt of all our debts, nor can we poſhbly 
right God for the wrong we have done him by the 
leaſt Sin 3 and, which adds to our miſery, we are 
every day in _ of Arreſts, nor know we how 
foon Juſtice will by rhe hand of that grim Sergeant | / 
Dearh, clap an Arreſt upon us, and caſt us into Pri- 
ſon, whence rhefe is no redemprion, until we have 
paid ihe urmoſt farthing, which can never be, Mar. 

$. 26. Now Sinner, weuldft thou have thy Debts 
paid,rhy Sins pardoned,and thy Soul freed from the - * 
danger of thoſe Arreſts? then give up thy ſelf to 
Chriſt in a Marriage Covenant : O this 1s the only") 
way to diſcharge all. Chriſt ſays to Juſtice con - 
cerning all his Spouſes, as Pau! fometimes did- to 
Philemon concerningOneſimus; If be hath wrmnged thee, 
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fays Chriſt to God concerning thee immediately 


% 


, upon thy cloſe with him ; Father, if this Soul hach 


wronged thee, and oweth thee any thing, place 
It on my account, I have taken all his Debts upon 
me, I'll be reſponſible ro thee for all : Father, this 
Soul I bled and dyed for, this Soul I was wade fin 
and a curſe for, whereby thy Juſtice is fully fatiſ- 
fied ; let him therefore be diſcharged. O Soul, how 
ſhould this draw thee to Chriſt ? Canſt thou be con- 
rent to lie under ſo great a Debt? And 1s it a ſmall 
thing to thee to be in danger of ſo terrible an Ar- 


- reſt as that of Juſtice, which we have ſpoken of, 


1s ? Suppoſe a Man owed ten thouſand pounds, and 
had nothing therewith to pay, and he ſaw himfelf 
in danger every moment of being caſt into Prifon ; 
how ſad wouldſt thou look upon his caſe to be ? 
and how gladiy, thinkeſt thou, would he embrace 
an ofter from any to diſcharge him from all ? Soul, 


/ thy caſe is ten thouſand times more fad, and how 


gladly ſhouldſt rhou. embrace the Lord Jeſus, who 
would, and who alone can diſcharge all for thee ? 
In ſhort, we read of Spirits already in Priſon, 1 Per. 
3. 1g. Juſtice has already clapt irs Arreſt upon 
thouſands and ten thouſands,and lodg'd chem 1n the 
Priſon of cternal darkneſs ; and what canſt rhou ex- 
pe& from ir, but to be dealt with in the hke man- 
ner ſpeedily, unleſs thou cloſeft with Chriſt as thy 
Righceouſaeſs, tro make ſarisfaRion- for thee "His | 


Righteouſneſs js ſuch as makes a full ſarisfaRion,an 


3zevery way anſwerable to the ſtricteſt demands of 
Law and Juſtice ; and by it, he being cloſed withat _ 
TI.” He ſupptics all their wants, and makes bleed 
provifion for rhem.'Tis the part of an Husbawl8726. 
ſupply the-wants of his Wife;and ro make pra hh i 
for her : And this Chriſt does for all his Spanleg3ne. 
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upon us, thar wich the Prodigal we are even per:ſh- 
, Ing with hunger, Luke 15.17. Even the Saints them- 
ſelves are a poor and needy people, full of wants, 1/a- 
49. 17. Now how fhall theſe Wants be ſuppJyed ? 
* Only by Chriſt, and do but cloſe with him, and he 
will ſupply all plentifully : Ler it be bur a day of 
Eſpouſals between Chriſt and you, and all your 
Wants are ſupplied for ever. The truth is, Chriſt 
1s all; he is the great All, (as one calls him) Hea- 
ven and Earth, Time and Eternity, Grace and Glo- 
ry areall in one Chriſt : He ſupplies the Spiritual 
Wants of his Spouſes ; Do you want Life ? He that 
hath the Son, hath Life, x John $. 12, Do you want 
Grace?Cloſe with Chriſt and-he will give you Grace, 
abundance of Grace, Fohn 1.16. Do you want Peace ? 
Fro wich Chriſt and he will give you Pear 
ohn_14+ 27. Do you want Strength and Righreoul- 
neſs, Righr bf f - ; 
for SanGtificarion and Obedience? Cloſe with Chriſt 
and he will ſupply you with abundance of both, 1/e. 
11.45- 24: Do you want Joy and Conſolation ? Cloſe 
with Chrift, he will in due feaſon fill you with Joy 
and Conſolation, he will comfort your hearts, 
1 Theſſ.2. 16,19, He ſupplies all: the ourward Wants 
alſo of his Spouſes,and chat ſoas that they want vo 
good thing, Pſal. 34.10. They want no outward 
—_ thing; bur what the want thereof is bercer far | 


the Soul*s Eſpouſal w Chrifft: #3 
Jupplies all their needs according to his Riches in Glory © 
They have Wants, and he has Fulneſs ; they have 
Needs, and he has Riches ; and he brings his Fulnefs _ 
to their Wants, and freely communicates of the 
one to the other : Truly we are full of wants of all - 
ſorts, Wants in the Soul, and Wants in the Body. 
IWe are poor, and miſerable, and blind, and naked,Rev. 


_ than the enjoyment of- it would be ; True, | 
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Yea, our Wants are ſuch, and ſo pinching 


eouſneſs for Juſtification, and Strength... 


_— SAR ah 


D 5 -. they | 


74 The be} Match; Or, 
they may,and often have bur a little of out watd Com- P 
forts ; bur yer then chey have much in a little,much 
- Love, much Bleſling, much of Chriſt and the Cove- 
; nant: And therefore a little which they haves ſaid to 
| -be better than the riches of many wicked,Plalm 37.16. 
Betides, wherein they are cur ſhort in Temporals,: ® 
Chriſt often makes ir up to them in Spiriruals ; They +. 
are por in this World,but rich in Faith, Jame2.5, They F 
have nor much of the Streams,it may be, bur they - / 
hive the more of the Founrain 3 more love, and | 
che (weerer communion with Chriſt : In a word, 
whatever cither Heaven or Earth affords, ſo far as 
rhey need ir, they ſhall have 1t : The Lord will grve 
Grace and Glory, and nogord thing will he withhold from 
rhem that walk uprightly, Pſal. 84.9. _ O, who would 
not cloſe with this Chriſt ? Soul, why ſtandeſt rhou 
off from him ? Is there any can ſupply thy Wants F 
bur he ? Is there any can give rhee Life, and Peace, | 
.and Pardon, and. Righreouſneſs, and Salvation, bur 
he? 'Or had{t thou rather die in thy Wants, 'than 
"de -to this Fountain tobe ſupplied ? Hadſt thou 
rather periſh in thine one Povrity, than come to 
this Treafury ro be enriched ? 

IN.He Hea!s all their Wounds,and cures all their * 
Maladies, He is a Phyſician to his Spouſes,and ſuch 
a Phyſician, as.rtnat tho che Wourd be never fo 
deep, and the Diſeaſe never ſo deſperate, yer he 
never fails ro work the Cure for them; O how 

| {hovld this allure us ro him! We,my Beloved, have 
; or Wounds, as weil' as our Wants, we are full af 
 Maladies and Diſeaſes of Soul.: The truth 1s, From 
the File of the Foot, to the crown of the Head, there 1s 
*no-ſonntdieſs in us, Iſa. 1. 6, The Saints themſelves 
have their Wounds, yea, Wounds many tymes ther 
fink, ard are corrupt,(as David ſpeaks) Pſah. 38.5, 
d, they are apr to get freſh Wounds every 
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day, Wounds in their Grace, and Wounds in their } 
Peace ; Wounds in their Comforts, and Wounds AB 


which many times bleed, as if they ſhould bleed ro}, 
death of them : Well, but Chriſt heals all rheir\ 
Wounds; and do but cloſe with him in a marriages |} 
Covenant, and he will heal all thine roo, whoever 
thou art : He is that good Samaritan that has Oyl | - 
and Wine, his Blood and Spirit to pour into the | 
Wounds of his People for the healing of them 7 By | 
his ftripes we are healed, Iſa. 53.-5. His Blood ;nd/ 
Spirir are a ſovereign Balm, which can heal the 
deepeſt Wounds,” and deadlieſt Diſeaſes : His Spou- 
ſes find it ſo, He reſtoreth my Sout, ſays David, Plal. 
23. 3, His Soul was ſubje& ro many Auls and Infir- 
mities, bur Chriſt reſtored him under all. Need: 
we ſay, Is there no Blalm in Gilead ? Is there no Phvſt- 
cian there? ſurely there 1s. Indeed there 1s none bur 
Chrift and His Blood that can heal our Wounds, O 
Soul, whv ſhouldeſt rhou nor cloſe with him, that 
thou mayeſt be healed ? Do nor thy Wounds ſtink ? 
and are they not ready to rankle and gangreen? And ' 
unleſs Chriſt keals chem for rhee,muſt rhou nor un- 
avoidably die of them and perith for ever ? Maſt 
thou not ſuffer a cutting off,a curring off from God, 
a cutting off from Chriſt, a cutcing, off from Hea- 
ven and all Happineſs for ever? and wilt thcu fuffer 
ſuch a cutring oft ? Wilt thou be content ro die and 
periſh eternally, rather than come ro Chriſt for 
heating ? 14. ÞfÞ 
IV. He bears all their Burdens : We-are'com- 
manded to bear one anothers Burdens; eſpecially 
Hus:bands ſhould hear the Burdens of their Wives : 
And this Chriſt does, he hears all che Burdens of 
his Spouſes. Sirs, we all have our Burdens gvhich -- 
under, Burdens within, and Burdens 
Wy withent 3 
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.- - without; Burdens in the Fleſh,and Burdens in the 

t., Spirit ; Burdens that make us groan under them : 

( 4 (Being bur dned, we groan, ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5.4, 
Burdens that are too heavy for us to bear,as David com- 
plained his were, Pſal. 38. 4. Burdens ſometimes 
that make us a burden to our ſelves, as Job com- 
plains of himſelf, Fob 7. 20. Yea, Burdens that 
make our very lives a burden to*us: My Soul is 
weary of my Life, ſays Job, Chap. 10. 1. Now, how 
ſhall all theſe Burdens be born ? Why, Chriſt will 
bear them all, he bears all the Burdens of all his 
Spouſes; and if we will cloſe with him in a Mar- 
riage-covenant, there ſhall not that Burden he up- 
on us, that he will nor bear, for us. He bears all 
his Peoples Burthens two ways, 

1. In a way of Sympathy - and Compaſſion : He 
weeps with all their Tears, and fighs with all 
their Groans : If they are rroubled, he grieves3 if 
they are wounded, he bleeds, in all rhings he bears 
the orher'end of the Burden; In all their affli{ions 

; he was afflited,1ſa.63.9. He does, opmradva, ſuffer 
/{ xogerher with us : or (as the Apoſtle renders ir) he 
\ I rouched with the feeling of our tnfirmities, Heb. 4.1 5, 
* He is deeply ſenſible of all our Burdens, all our Sor- 
rows : Such ſomerimes 15 the caſe with the Saints, 
that among Men they have none ro pity them, and 
fympathize wich them under their Burdens, as was 
David's caſe, Pſal. 69. 29, But even then Chriſt 
bears the other end of the Burden, he pitics them, 
and ſymparthizes with them, and chart according to 
the weight of their Burden, And O hqw ſWeer is 
that ? No matter (ſays an holy Man ) how heavy the. 
- - - Buy den be, ſo long 9s Chriſt bears the other end of TF,"_ 
' ©” 2, In a way of Succour and Corroboration's He 
dogg not only bear with them, bur alſo gives them 
-.. RAirengrh to bear, and ſtand vp vader Oo __ 
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He puts bis everlaſting Arms underneath him,Deut.33+ 
27, And with the Promiſe of chis he encourages 
them ro caſt their Burdens upon him; Caſt thy 
Burden upon the Lord,and he ſhall ſuſtain thee,ſuccour 
and ſupport thee, Pſal. 55. 22. He ſtrengthens and 
ſuccours them,and that anſwerable to the weight of 
their Burden; He gives them great ſtrength for 
great Burdens,great ſuccours for great Temptations, 
and ſo makes good his promiſe to them,not ro ſuffer 
them to be tempted above what they are able to bear, 
1 Cor. 10.13. The poor Soul many times cries our, 
O, I ſhall fink under the Burden, '-is too heavy for 


me to bear : But,Soul,cho it be roo heavy for theez: 


yer "tis not too heavy for Chriſt ro bear,and he bears 
with thee,and for thee : yea, he docs not only bear, 
bur in due time he bears away all their Burdens for 


them:There is not that Burrhen lies upon any of his; 


Spouſes, but he ſo bears it,as ar laſt ro bear ir utter» - 
. Iy away for them, ſo as they ſhuuld never need to 


groan under it more. He has alrcady born the hea- 


- vieſt Burden of all for chem, even the guilt and py+- 


niſhmenr of their Sins 3 He bare our Sins in his Body 
pon the Tree, 1 Pet.2+24, And again, He bare the Sin 
of many,I{a.$3.12. And 'cis well for us that he hath 
born this Burden ; for otherwiſe ic muſt neceſſarily 
have ſunk and cruſhe us for ever ; we could 'never 
have ſtood under it : and as he has born this, ſo he 
bears, and in due time will bear away all for them, 
Are their Sins the iniquirics of their holy things, a 


ities 
Burden to them ? Thele he bears away from them, 


þ 


| Exod. 28.39. Are the remainders of orjginal Cor- 7 
ruption a Burden ro chem ? Theſe make them groan _ 


indeed ; theſe in due time he bears away fram them, 


Rom.7 24,25. Are their Contlias and Temptations 2 
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. Burden to them ? Theſe lie heavy upon ſome,in due 
. time he bears theſe away alſo; he rurns their Con- 
wr, 
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 _ flias into Triumphs:: O how ſhould this comfort the 
” , hearts of Saints? And,how ſhould it draw and allure 
Sinners ro him ? O, Sirs, will you fink under your 
| Burdens, rather than have Chriſt to bear them for 
you ? O be nor ſo cruel to your own Souls ! 

V.He ſweerens all their Aﬀicions for them ; Af- 
fligions they may, and often do meer withal, many 
and great Afﬀictions, Chriſt tells us, That in the 
World we ſhall have Tribulation, John 16.33. Bur he 
ſweerens all for them ; he turns their Wormwood 
into Wine,and therefore at the ſame time,with rhe 
ſame breath, he ſays, In me ye ſhall have Peace : As 
| if he ſhould ſfay,T will ſweeten all your Tribulations 
ro you. + Chriſt ſweetens his Peoples Afﬀitions to 

! them, two ways : | 
1, By his Preſence with them, and the commu- 
nications of his Love to them under cheir Aﬀicti- 
" ons : Chriſt has promiſed to be with his People,and 
ro miniſter Comforts to them in their Aﬀiitions 3 
Ifa.q 3-2. When thou paſſeſt through the Waters, Ple be 
with thee ; and through the Fire,it ſhall not burn thee : 
thar is, T'le be with thee in all che ſharpeſt Affii- 
ons thou meereſt withal : They meet with many Af- 
flitions, Sickneſs, Poverty, Reproach, Perſecution, 
and the like , bur Chriſt js with them in all, and 
ſhews them his Love, and this ſweetens all to them 
The truth is, Chriſt is never more with his People, 
and he uſually never communicates more of his 
Love and Confolations ro them, than when in Afﬀi- 
Rion : Then uſually *ris,rhar they have che fweereſt 
embraces of his Boſom, then they have-the okareſt 
fights; the falleſt caſts, the choiceſt and moſt eminenc 
ſealings of his Love to them: Then he leads tkemimo 
his Banqueting-houſe,and diſplays the Banner of his Kove 
-over them : He ſtays them with Flaggons, and comforts 


them with Apples : His left hand #8 undey- their _ 
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and. hjs right hand doth embrace them, Cant. 2. 4,5,6. 
Thenhe miniſters his ftrongeſtConſolations to them, 
comforting them in all their Tribulations, 2 Cor.1 4,5, 
| The truth is,their-ſharpeſt Afﬀii&ions are bur ro pre- 
ace therh for his (weereſt Con(ſolactions 3 and indeed © - 
{ be therefore: ofrentimes aftlits chem, rhart he may 
e manifeſt his Love, and minifter Conſolations ro 
Y them 3 according ro thar of Hoſea 2. 14. TI will al- 
lure her into the Wilderneſs,and there will I ſpeak cn: 
| fortably to her : and indeed,as ſtrong Conſolations of- 
; rentimes prepare for great Aﬀiidtions; ſo great Af- 
| fliations uſually make way for ſtrong Conſolations, 
' © afflictions ſays a worthy Divine) is the Air, in 
\* which Chriſt's Love eſpecially breaths ; and Chrift 
| © and the Croſs are ſweet Company. | This, viz. 
Chriſt's Love and Preſence with his People in their 
F AfﬀiiQtions,is what turns their Night into Day, their 
Darkneſs into Light,cheir Pains into Eaſe, their Sor- 
rows intro Joy, their Lofles into Gain 3 yea, and. 
Dearth it ſelf into Life. Tho T walk through the Valley 
of the ſhadow of Death, yet will I fear no euil, becauſe 
| thou art with me, Plal: 23. 4. It turns a Priſon into a 
| pleaſant Palace ; yea, it turns a fiery Furnace into 
a delighrful Walk; as ih the caſe of the three Chil- 
dren,and rh1js experienced Souls find”: O how ſweet 
are Aﬀiitions when Chrift and his Love come with 


- | them ! 
p 2. By ſanAifying their AfﬀiRions ro them, and 
? working good to their Souls out of all, SanQified | 


AfﬀiRions are ſweet Aﬀictions 3 they meer with 
Afiigions, bur + Chriſt gives them the ſweer Fruit, 
and a bleſſed iffue of them 3 makes them all work 
together for good to them, according ro that grear 
| Oracle, Rom. 8. 23. All things ſhall work together 

or god to them that love God, By theſe. he proves. 
 Wew Graces, and improves their Experzences.3he - 7 
; makes -.*- 
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makes them all ro be, as the Gibeonires ſometimes 
were to the Congregation of God, as ſo many Hew- 
ers of Wood,and Drawers of Warer to their Faith, 
to their Comforts, to their Holineſs on Earth, and 
Happineſs in Heaven, The Faith of this ſweerned 
all Job's great and heavy Atflictions to him : When I 


am tried (ſays he) I ſhall come forth as Gold, Job 23. 


10, Hereby he trzes their Faith, which i hetter than 


Gold, 1 Pet. 1.7. Hereby he refines them, and pur-- 


$ away their Droſs from them ; Behold, IT have re- 
fined thee, but not with Silver:T have choſen thee in the 
Furnace of Afﬀtition : or, as you may read it, ] have 


- made a choice one of thee in the Furnace of Aﬀii- 
Gon, 1/a.48. 10. Hereby he makes them partakers of his _ 


Holineſs,Heb. 12.10. By this he purgeth away their Ini- 
quity, and taketh away their Sin, 1a. 27, 9. In ſhort, 
hereby he humbles chem, and ſeals inſtruction to 
them > hereby he weans them from the World, 


_ draws them nearer to himſelf,quickens their hearrs 


in his good ways, and raifes them up to higher 
ſtrains of Grace,and pitches in Holineſs, than they 
were got up to before:: Yea, hereby he encreaſes 
their Revenue of Glory,and adds to their Crown in 
Erernity. Our light AfiiFions, which are but for a 
moment, (ſays the Apoſtle) work out for us a ſar 
mae exceeding and- eternal weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 
17. Thus he ſanQiftes all ; and O how doth this 
ſweeten all ! Here is a Croſs,'tis true, may the Soul 
fay, but by this Croſs does Chriſt crucify me'ro Sin 
and the World,he weans me from rhe Creature,ſers 
me a longing afrer Heaven.; and ſo lonz, welcom 
Crofs,how heavy ſoever. Here's an AﬀiQtion,: *ris 


'xrue, and 'cis an heavy one ; but by ic Chriſt proves 


and brightens my Graces, and that ſweefens-al}; © O 
* what owe I (ſays Rutherford) to the Filg and Ham» 
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© more( ſays he) by my fixth months Impriſonments 
, nxt. 4 I learnt in my nine Years paſt Miniſtry. 


* Luther was wont to ſay, Three things made a good\\ * _- 


© Miniſter; Temptarion, Aﬀiiction, Supplication. \ 
The ſame ſo romdiice ach £6 URE tTg Of" | 
good Chriſtian : And indeed, 'tis ſeldom rhar ever a 
Soul comes to any eminency in Grace, until he has 
been exercisd with ſantified Affi&ions and Temp- 
tations. And doubrleſs there is many a Soul who 
may and muſt ſay, That next to Chriſt, his AMiQi- 
ons have, through his Grace and Blefling, been his 
beſt Mercies.O how ſhould this draw Souls reChrift, 
and allure them into , a Marriage-Covenant- with 
him ! Poor Soul, it may be that which keeps thee 


from Chriſt, is the Heap. gf —whar ATUtiens thou 


_ mayeſt meer with in 14s ways-But know ( 1.) Thou 


mayeſt meer with Afﬀiction,firſt or laſt,tho thou ne- 
ver cloſeſt with Chriſt ; for wicked Men, and Un- 
belieyers,meet with troubles and affli&ions,and thar 
even in this World oft-times ; However, to be fare 


at laſt, chey millhave a full Cup.yea, the very Dregs 
of Gods Wrath poured out unto them' :: They wil 
meer with, and fall under ſorer and more dreadful 


Afﬀfiitions, than any chou canſt meer withal in the 
way,and forthe ſake of Chriſt : for pray confideryis 
there any trouble, any afflition thou' canſt meer 
withal for Chriſt,like ro this,for a Man ro die in his 
Sins,to be ſeparated from God for ever,to have In- 
finiteneſs and Erternicy combined againſt thee ? Is 
there any trouble or affliaions like ro rhe Torments 
of, che Infernal Pir, and being the Obje& of infinite 
Wrach for ever ? And yet this will be the lot at laſt 
of all rhar cloſe nor with Chrift in Marriage-rela- 
tion; _ (2;) Whatever Affli&ions thou mayeſt meer 
wichal 1n the way of Chrift, cloſing with him, he 


wouldeſt . ; 
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wouldeft nothave been without them for a World 3 
O ſcare nor at the Croſ:, bur cloſe in with Chriſt. 
| VI. He ſubduesall their Enemies for them: True, 
, the poor Saints and Spouſes of Chriſt are beſer with 
| Enemies on all hands ; they have many Enemies, 
and mighty Enemies; Enemies within,and Enemies 
withour,and all in confederacy againſt them to de- 
ſtroy them, to.deſtroy their Lives, to deſtroy their 
Graces, to deſtroy rheir Peace and Comforrs,to de- 


) 


bur Chriſt, who is their Captain as well as their 
Husband, ſubducs and conquers all for them 3 and, 
firſt or laſt,ma%es them to ſer their feer upon their 
[NN and triumph over them : He makes them Con- 


gquerors, yea, more than Conquerors over all, Rom.8.37. . 


He makes them ſo to conquer them, as ſooner or 1a- 
ter to pain by all their -Conflits and O-7pofirtons ; 
Indeed,Chriſt has already conquered all his Peoples 
{Enemies for them. The Sainrs have five great Ene- 
/mies, Sin, Self; the World, the Devil, and Death : 
' and Chriſt has long fince conquered them all for 
| them, and by degrees brings them into the joyful 
triumph of thar Conqueſt, ; 

x. He has copiquered Sin for them : He by. berg 
made fin, hath obtained an eternal ViRory over Sin 
for allthis People': Sin is the Sainrs grear Enemy 3 
*ris that which wars againſt gberr Souls, Rom. 9. 23+ 

1 Per.2.11, And indeed this is that which gives all 
the reſt an advantage againſt them ; but eyen this 
greateſt Enemy Chriſt has conquered for thei : 


' Hence he is ſad to have condemned ſin in the fleſh; "He . 


' for ſin condemned ſin in the fleſh, Rom. 8, 9, 1.6. He 
pby being made a Sacrifice for ſin, hath killed'and 
; ſubdued fin, paſt a Sencence of Death and Condem- 


® {nation upon fin for ever : hence alfo our Old Man. 
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ſtroy their Souls and Happineſs for ever ; all like ſo- 
many roaring Lions ſeeking ro devour them : Well, 
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Is ſaid ro be crucified with him, that the body Y fo 
might be deſtroyed, Rom.6.6. Hence alſo.he 15 laid to 
ate away ſin, and the like : And how!? 
Why as.to the Reign and Power, as well as the 
Guilt and Curſe of it: And this Paul,ated by the 
Spirit of Faith, could triamph in, even whilft he 
was in the ſharpeſt conflicts with fin, Rom,7. 23,245 
25. I thank God through Chriſt, (fays he) For what ? 
Why, for victory over, and deliverance from the 
Law of Sin he was now conflicting wich, 

2. He has conquered Self for them : Self as well 
as Sin, 1s our deadly Enemy : This indeed 1s a near 
cloſe Enemy, and moſt difficult to be lain: This 1s 
an Enemy that we are too too loth many times to 
have deſtroyed, and yet an Enemy which makes 
woful ſpoil upon us and our happineſs, 1 often 
think of the Speech of a Holy and Learned Divine; 
O, ſays he, ft could be Maſter of that Houſe-Idol:my 
Self, my own, tmy own will, wit, credit, and eaſe, how 
bleſſed were I! O but we have need, ſays hes to be\fg- 
deemed from our ſelves,rather than from the Devil and 

_ the World ! And preſently again he cries our, 0 
. wretched Idol my ff 1 When ſhall T fee thee wholly ae- 
| courted, and Chriſt wholly put in thy Room { And who 
that have any acquaintanee with them{ielves,Jo-nat 
find cauſe to cry out in lize manner ? O this'Self, 
this wretched © Self, how great an Enemy is it! 
well, but this Chriſt hath conquered : and cloſing 
with him, thou ſhalc by degrees find it ro'die and 
| }fall under thee. Paul did ſfo,,T am crucified with 
| { Chriſt,ſays he, nevertheleſs I live ; yet not I,Gal.2:20, 
He had an I, a Self which ruled in him 3 but. by 
Chriſt *rwas crucified and ain for him, and he 
. was a Conqueror over it. | bye 4 
..'3- He has conquered the World for them : - 
_ take the World in what notion you will, and 'yis* ©; 
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-  }"Mmone reſpe@ or other an Enemy to the Saints; che 
; Men of the World, the Things of the World, the 
, {| Frowns of the World, the Flatreries of the World, 
+ Theyall, one way or other, fight againſt them; and 
are'Enemies to them. The World, as well as Sin 
and Self,isa mortal Enemy to them:Bur this Enemy 
alſo Chriſt has ſubdued and conquered for them 3; 
he has told them ſo much for rheir comfort, un- 
der the oppoſitions rhey meer with from ir, Foh. 16, 
23 Be of good chear, I have overcome «the World, A- 
(fays he) 9.4. che World is your Enemy,but *ris a 
conquer'd Enemy ; 'ewill moleſt and oppoſe you, 
but 1t ſhall nor be ableto hurc you, for I have con- 
quered it for you, And as he has conquered it for 
us, ſo he will enable us, clofing with him by Faith, | 
to conquer it : ſo xJoh.$.4.This tis the Viftory wich - ad 
overcometh the World,even our Faith:The World ſhall | 
always annoy and infeſt the Saints. 
4+ He has conquered the Devil, yea all the De- 
vils in Hell for them :* The Devil is the Enemy of 
the Saints, and indeed he is a formidable one; an 
Adverſary that goes about libe a roaring Lyon,ſeeking 
whom he may devour, 1 Per.g.8. He is afubril,a po- 
renr, a malicious,a cruel, and an indefarigable Ene- 
my : Bur ſo formidable an Enemy as he is, Chriſt 
hath conquered him for them z hence he is ſaid 70 
have deftroyed the Devil; he partook of fleſh and blood, 
that through Death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of Death, that is, the Devil, Heb. 2. 14. and to 
'.. haveſpiledPrincipalities and Powers,and to have made 
 @ ſhew of them »pþenly on his Croſs,triumphing over them, 
| Col: 2. 15. dragging them at his Charior Wheels z . þ» 
as was rhe manner ſometimes for Conquerors to 
deal by their vanquiſh'd Enemies: The Sum is,rhat 
' he hath made a complear and glorious conqueſt o- 
ver all the Devils in Hell for Believers ; he has con», * 
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the SouPs Eſpouſal to Chriſt, gy. 
ered them even totriumph:Chriſt has conquered - > 
: Devil for his-Spouſes, as to his ru.ing.relgnings 
. and commanding power 3 and he will, does 
conquer him ar laſt, yea ſpeedily, as to his temp- 
ting, vexing, and ſeducing power 3 The God of Peace 
ſhall tread Satan under your feet ſhortly, Rom. 16. 20, 
Shortly, Soul, the Devil ſhall vex thee no more, 
moleſt thee no more, infeft and annoy thee by his 
- temptations no more. 
"I $5. He has conquered Death for them : Death js 
-1- an Enemy,and 'ris the laft Enemy that is tobe deſtroy. 
ed; fo the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 15. 26, and in ir 
ſelf conſidered, a terrible Enemy, it is the King 0 
Terrors, Job 18. 14. Bur this Enemy hath Chri 
conquered for all hisz he has taken away all its 
, killing Power, its Sting and Curſe, in.ſo much thar 
& they may holily triumph over it, and rejoyce in its 
| a——— The Apoſtle did ſo, 1 Cor. 15. $5, $6, 
$7- Death ( ſays he ) is ſwallowed up in Vidtoy ; 
O Death, where is thy Sting ? O Grave, where is thy 
Viftory ? The ſting of Death xs Sin, the ſtrength of Sin 
is the Law ; but thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
Vidtory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. O what a Tri- - 
umph does he here a& over Death through rhe con- 
queſt Chriſt has gotten over it for him ? Truly,this 
Enemy is ſo far conquered by him for them, that 


ris berome indeed a friend rothem.; and EY CA 
when in a right ſpirit, embrace ir as ſuch.,and Tong 


for it as ſuch. C riſt by Death has upl tung Death, 
and in a ſort undeathr it : Thus Chriſt has conque- 
ed all his Peoples Enemies, and they being made 
one with him in a Marriage-Covenant, all his Vi- + 


+ QRories are theirsz and his Conqueſt theirs,and rhey &, 
. are Conquerors over all in him; and O how ſweer ) 


how encouraging is this! avd hos ond rp Soue ! 
to cloſe with him * Poer Soul, thou 1 thy felt} 
oe: KY yy enyironed ' | 
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_ environed/with Enemies, thou art hard beſet on all 
hands 3 Legions of Lufts and Devils attend with 
Self, Death, and the World, oppoſe themſelves 
againft thee ; and thou art often crying out,as Da- 


theſe Men, the Sons of Terviah, are too ſtrong for me : 
yea, thou art ready to ſay of them,as he ſometimes 
1n his unbelief did of Saul, 1 Sar. 29.1. I ſhall one 


 } day periſh by the hand of Saul : Alaſs, I am a weak 
; nothing-creature, and am unable to grapple with 
' the leaſt of all mine Enemies 3 and how then ſhall 
; Iſtand up againſt them all? ſurely I ſhall periſh by 


them art laſt, Well, Soul, but know for thy en- 
couragement, that all chine Enemies are conquer'd 
by Chriſt, and though they are too ſtrong for thee, 
yet they are not too ftrong for. Chriſt to grapple 
with, and make thee a Conqueror over. When the 
Prophets Servant ſaw what a great and formidable 
Hol compaſſed the City, he cried our, Alas, Maſter, 
what ſhall we do ? And whar did his Maſter anſwer 


| him? Fear not (ſaid he) oe they that be with us, be 
' amore than they that be with them, 2 King.6.15, 15. 


So,poor Soul, when thou conſidereſt whar great and 
formidable Enemies do compaſs thee about, rhou 
crieft out to one and another 3 Alas,Sirywhart ſhall 


— we 


VII. He minds and manages all their Concerns 


for them. *Tis the part of an Husband to mind and 


$ - manage the concerns of his Wife, and to have'a.na- 
| -eural care borh of her and them :; And rhys't 


and that in Heaven, on Earth,and in our own Souls. 

1. He minds and manages all chetr Concerns in 
Heaven for them ; Their Aﬀairs lie much in Hea« 
ven, their Buſineſs there 1s great 3 and Chriſt their 
Husband minds all, and tranſaQs all for them, and 
that faithfully : Indeed he went thither on purpoſe 
ro tranſa& rheir Aﬀair for them : Hence he is ſaid 
ta have entred not into the holy Place made with hands, 


| but into Heaven it ſelf,there to appear in the Preſence of 
\ God for them, Heb 9, 24. Hence alſo he is ſaid to be 


an Adoocate with the Father for them, 1 Joh. 2.1, He 
pleads wich the Father for them : Have they a Pe- 
titicn to preſent to the Father for this or the other 
Mercy ? He preſents and prefers 1t for them: He 
rakes all their Prayers, and (prinkles them with his 


own Blood, perfumes them with the odours of his. 

' own tend Wh 

, with his own hand, Rev, 8, beg, We pray very bro-, 
| kenly, but he mends our Prayers; yea, ofrentimes 
when we can't pray, when Ve can't ſpeak for our! 


d4 then tenders them to the Father 


ſelves,he ſpeaks for us, and prefers our Petitions for 


us : Are their Charges and Accuſations brought in \ 
againſt chem, either by Satan the Accuſer of the * 
Brethren on the one hand,or by rhe Law andJuſtice | 
of God, which are daily wrong'd & violated on the ' 
other hand ? why Chriſt interpoſes for themzhe an-' 
ſwers all,and invalidates all, he rebukes Satan, Tech. 


3. 2. In the firſt place we find Foſhuah ſtanding be- 
fare the Angel of the Lord, and Satan ſtanding - at his 
right hand to reſiſt (or accuſe) him; and ver, 2. we 


have Chriſt ſharply rebuking Satan for his Accufa- 
tion ': The Lord ſaid unto Satan,The Lord rebube thee, 0 _ 
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interceſſion for ther, and that to the overthrowing of 
all-choſe Counrer-pleas which Law or Juſtice can 
pur in againſt them, Rom.8. 33.34. Have they fin- 
ned, and do they need a new Pardon, need to have 
things ſet right and even between God and them a- 
freſh? This alſo Chriſt does for them; If any Man 
fin, we have an Advocate with the Father,Chriſt Feſus 
the Righteous, and he is the Propitiation for our Sins, 
z x Joh. 2. 1, 2, While they through weakneſs and 
temptation are finning on Earth,he our of his Grace 
'and Love is pleading with the Father for them in 
/ Heaven: Thus he minds all cheir concerns in Hea- 
ven for them. 

2. He minds and manages all their Concerns on 
Earth for them : The Saints have their Afﬀairs and 
Concerns on Earth among Men, as well as in Hea- 
ven with the Father 3; and Chriſt their Husband 
minds and tranſa&s all theſe likewiſe for them. In- 
 deedhe is ever mindful of them, and at work for 
| them, viz. to do them good, and to promote their 
Intereſt : Hence,ſays he, the Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work, John 5.17, I am always at work for 
your good. Are they wronged and opprefled by 
Enemies ? he avenges all their wrongs : Hence he 
is aid to reprove Kings for their ſakes, Pſal. 105. 14, 
and elſewhere, to plead their Cauſe againſt their 
Enemies, and the like. Do they need Deliverance 
and Salvation out of Troubles and Diſtreſſes ? He 
brings Salvation to them, Iſa. 63. 9. Do they need 
condu& and guidance through their Difficulties'and 
- Temptations in the Wilderneſs of the World ? He 


leads and guides them; He leads Joſeph like a flock, 


; Pſal.80.1,' And elſewhere,{ will guide thee with mine 
Eye : 'He carries them through all their Straits ,and 


$ all cheir Difficalcies; .and even when he ſeems moſt 
, toforger them, even then he is eyer —_ of - 
pu \.\.-# ws L Mm, | ; : 
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the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 8g 
them,and of their concerns : For he hath graven them 
upon the palms of bis hands,and their Walls are continu- 
| ally before him; and tho they often ſay, The Lord hath 
 - forſaken me, and my God hath forgotten me ; yer he 


| never forſakes or forgets them, nor can he ; No, & 
'y Woman may ſooner forget her ſucking Child, and not 
| 


have compaſſion upon the Son of her Womb, than he can 
forget bis People, Iſa.49.14,15,16. 

3. He minds and manages all their Concerns for 
| them in their own Souls:The Saints have many and 
' great concerns to be minded within them,Concerns- 
of great moment and importance z and, were they 
ro be minded and managed only by themſelves,they 
would make bur poot work: O ! but Chriſt their 
| Husband minds and manages all theſe likewiſe for 

» themy and to be ſure they can't gniſcarry in his | 
Hand ; He gives them his Soirir to work all cheir Wo 
Works 4tthem;-and for them : He obſerves what ks. WY 
Grace, whar Strength, what Counſel, what Comfore | 
they ſtand in need of,and by his Spirit miniſters all 
to them : Hence he is ſaid to give them Grace and 
| Mercy tobelpin a time of neea,ſeaſonable ſupplies, Heb. 
4-16. and to be both the Author and Finiſher of their 
Faith, Heb. 12. 2. He minds and obſerves how the 
great work goes on1n their Souls, and he takes 
care for the proſpering and proveongen it: O how 
+ ſhould this draw us to Chritt, and eacourage us to 
Y acceprof the Offers of his Love? FETt Sy 
VIH, He injointers them in eternal Life and Glo- 
ry. Husbands uſe to make Jointers.to their Wives; 
they entitle them ro ſuch or ſuch Lands and Inheri- - 
| - rances;So Chriſt injointers all his Spouſes, in no-leſs 
+ than eterval Life and Blefledneſs : He makes over a 
4 grear Jointer to them ; Glory, a: weight of Glory, - © 
| an exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17, - 
F An Inheritance in light,Col. 1.12: An Inheritance ineqr- 
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ruptible, undefiled,and that fadethnot away, 1 Pet.r.g, 
A Kingdom, an everlaſting Kingdom; an everlaſting 
Kingdom prepared for them before the Foundation of the - 
World, Mar. 25. 34. 4 Crown of Life, Rev. 2. 10. 4 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim.q.8. A Crown of Glory, 
which never fades, never withers, 1 Pet. 5.4. The 
truth is, he endows them wirh all his Riches, Trea- 
ſures, Dignitics,wirh all rhe Privileges of his Houſe, 
With all che Purchaſe of his Blood,with all the Bleſ- 
ſings of his Love, with all che Treaſures of Heaven, 
with all the Glories of Ererniry : Look,whatever is 
in the Promiſe, whatever is in the Covenant,what- 
ever is in the glorious Counſel of Ele&ion: Look, 
whatever the Preſence of God,the Face of God,the 
Boſom of God can afford : Look, whatever the 
Heart of God could give, the Wiſdom of God con- 
trive, the powenof God produce, or the Blood of 
God avckate, that, all rhat does Chriſt enjointer 
his People in. O,Sirs,how ſhould this draw and al- 
lare us to Chriſt ! Is Heaven and ecernal Life worth 
nothing ? Are all the Glories of Erernity of no va-- 
Ine ? O,who are you, that Chriſt ſhould be willing 
{ to inftare you into all this ? In your ſelves you are 
| lyingin the Lap and Boſom of Hell, Heirs of Wrath 
| and Condemnation, in danger every moment of 
| ſinking into the Infernal Pir : Burt lo ! Chriſt comes 
and makes love ro you; and if you will accept of 
him, he will entirle yon unto Life and Blefledneſs, 
to ſuch x a Eye hath not ſeen,nor Ear heard, nor 
bath it entred into tle beart of man to conceive of, 1Cor. 
2. 9. Fake him therofore, I beſeech you, into your 
moſt intimate embraces. Thus you ſee, 'in part, 


Saul ſometimes did to his Servants ? 
the Bon of Jelſe give to ever) one of pou 
| _ Fields 


| thing Chriſt does for his Spouſes : Now, 
_ will you accept of him, or will ou not? May Inot 


OO 0 OO, A 


the)SouP 1 Eſpoiſal to Chriſt, or 
Fields, and Vineyards, and mabe you Captains of Thou- © 
ſands # 1 Sam. 22.7. $0, will Sin, or the World, or 
the Law, to which you are naturally wedded, do 
ſuch great things for you as Chriſt will ? Will theſe 
ay your Debts for you, ſupply your wants for you, 
eal your Wounds, for you,atd the like? Will theſe 
ſecure your eternal Intereſt for yOu, and make you 
| \happy in the other World,as Chriſt would ? Alas | 
' \they can do none of all this : O cloſe, cloſe there- 

| fore with Chriſt who can and will do all, 


EI OR 


CHAP. IX. 


Which opens a little the Heart of Chriſt, and 
ſhews how much he js ſet upon an Eſpouſal 


with Sinners. 


| pay Chriſt is the beſt Husband ; and none can 
do ſuch great things as he for his Spouſes, which 
renders an Eſpouſal to him very deſirable : But 
will he rake ſuch as we are 1nto ſo near a Relation 
with him ? Has he ary Mind, any Heart to the Bu- 
ſineſs? Any Mind, any Hearr ; His Heart is ſet upots 
$ :. nothing more,than an Eſpouſal with Sinners comin 
3; to him, and his Soul longs afrer them ; Never did- 
| the more paſſionate Lover more long for an Eſpouſal 
between him and his Beloved, chan Chriſt does for 
an Eſpovſal berween himſelf ayd Sinters ; And be- - 
cauſe Love is the Loadſione of Love, andthe moſt 
powerful Attrative in order to the more effetual 
drawing and alluring vour Souls ro Chriſt, 1 ſhall 
a liezle, in a few particulars, open my ſweet Lords * 
Heart to you in this Buſineſs : And O-that the Res 
Ports of his Love to yang 205 his willingneſs . 
P74 Lab 1 2 


D 


' 


. 
by £ 
5 ">. ; 
l F:;1 
Fo. F 
3 : 4 =, 
” LE. 
. LTH TT, / 
F345 
+ F # 4 
” © = " 


, 


**: 

« DV 

= . 
: > 
"uu 

we” , 

4a "> 

* of ” 
a 


» 
7 . 
_ ”. 
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ſe you to himſelf,might draw your Hearts our 
a lirrle in love ro him, and work you intoa willing- 
nels ro be eſpouſed. - 

r. Such is che Heart of Chriſt,and ſo fer-upon an 
eſpauſatwith Sinners, that he willingly became in- 


| carnare, bled, _ died in order hereunto : "and O, 


how ſhould this draw us to him? Should you ſee a 
man do ſome greatAQ of ſelf-denial and abaſemenr 
and withal freely venture his life in order to his ob- 
taining ſuch-or ſuch a one to his Wife, you would 
cafily conclude,that his heart was much ſer upon an 
eſpouſal with her : Lo then ! Chriſt has greatly de- 
nied and abaſed himſelf, he became incarnate, and 
' not only freely ventured, bur laid down his Life in 
order to an eſpouſal berween himſelf and Sinners ; 
and how much then muſt his Heart be in the Buft- 
neſs? | 
( 1.) He became incarnate in order hereunto. Had 
nor Chriſt been incarnate, we could never poſhbly 
have been eſpouſed unto him,nor have enjoyed con- 
jugal communion with him: bur that we might be 
capable ef,and arrive unto fuch an happineſs,he who 
in himſelf: was the eternal Son, freely became In- 
carnate,aſſumed humane Nature/into unjon with his 


| Divine Perfon : hence *ris ſaid, the word was made 


(\Aeſb, 3 


, Joh-1. 14. not that there wasa tranſmutation 
of God into fleſh ; but the Word of God, that. 1s, 
God the Son;rhe Second Perſon in- Trinity, aſfum'd 
Fleſh;humane'Narture into union with himſelf; and? 
ſo near 1s that Union into which the humane Nature 
isafſumed with the Perſon of the Son of God,as that 
thar nature harh-no ſubſiſtence but what it has in his 
DivinePerſon : and for that ene, among others (as'a 
learned Divine hath obſerved) 'cis ſo expreft; the 
werd was made fleſh 3 namely, to note the infurite near- 
nioſs of that union which our nature is taken into with the | 
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the SonPs Efponfal"to'Chrift. 
Divine Perſon ; it being ſo near, as that it hath no ſub- 

..* fiftence of its own, but is, as it were, wholly melted int1 
, the Perſonality of the Son of God. © Hence alſo he is 
aid to partake of Fleſh and Blood, to be manifeſted in 
the Fleſh, and the like : And O,whart an A& of Self- 


Apoſtle ſpeaks -of it as the greateſt abaſement'he 
could ſtoop unto : Who, (ſays he,ſpezking of Chriſt) 
being inthe Form of God,thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God ;, but made himſelf of no Reputation, and toob 
wpon him the Form of a Servant, and was made in the 
likeneſs of Men. Pray mark, he was in the Form of 
God. z that is, he was truly and really God, as the 


equal with Gad, 7. e, he had all thoſe Divine Ex- 
cellencies and PerfeRtons in him, which the Father 
had in him : and yer (ſays he) he took upon him 
the Form of a Servant,and was made in the likeneſs 
of Men -thar is, he became incarnate, he became 


nite condeſcenſon ; therefore he tells us, that here- 


in he became of no Reputation 4.ax,as the Greek is, 
he empried himſcleo wir, his GESry; his Glory. 


was veiled and clouded hereby ; the Glory of. his 
Godhead was eclipſed: ris true indeed, his Godhead 
was not hereby loſt, or laid aſide ; no, he was as 
wuch and truly God after his Incarnation,as he was- 
"before . He did nor ceaſe to be God, by becoming 
(Man. . Burt (as one of the Ancients expreſſes tt )-be 
was made that whtch he was not, and yet remained that 


which he was. He was made Man, - yer ſo as thathe - 


Nil remained to be God : but tho his Godhead was 


Y . - Glory of it veiled and Jloſtfor a time, and he was 
content 40 have ir ſo : O, how great. a Gondeſcenri- 
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denial and Abaſement was this! and how great was 4 
Chriſts condeſcenſion herein ! 'In Phil. 2. 6, 7. the © 


Facher was 3 and he thought it no robbery to be - 


Man. Well, and whar does this argue? Even inft- 


not loſt, or-laid aſide hereby, yer hereby was the . | 
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on was this? O ! for him that was God,God equal 
wich the Father,. to becomeMan, ro cover himſelf 
with the courſe Veil of our Fleſh,and be content for 
'fo long a time to loſe the Glory of his Deiry,which 
was infinitely dear to him 3 and all this to make 
way for an eſponſal berween himfelf and poor Sin- | 
— \ ners : Whar ſelf-2baſement was this ? and how GG. 
ſhould Tt encourage Souls to look after an eſpouſal | 
to him ! | 
( 2.) He nor only became incarnate,but alſo free- 
Iy bled, and died, .in order hereunto: Which isa 
further diſcovery ef his Heart herein, Being (ſays 
the Apoſtle ) found in faſhion as a man,he humbled him- 
fſelf,and became obedient unto Death, even the Death of 
the Croſs, 1.e. to the moſt formidable Death,a Dearh 
of pain, a Death of ſhame, an accurſed Death, Ph1l, ? 


2.8. Hence alſo *tis ſaid.that he gave himſelf an Offer- 
ing and a Sacrifice to God for us, Epheſ, 5.2. Yea, not 
only did he bleed, and ſuffer, and die,bur he did al 
«freely,and with much readineſs and enlargedneſs of 
Soul ; hence he 1s ſaid to have poured out his Soul unto S 
Death,1ſa.$3-12. He ſeemed in an holy manner pro- 
dipal of his Life in the caſe 3; he thoughr neither 4. 
Blood, nor Life, nor any thing roo much for chem. 
O, how much does this argue his Hearr to be upon | 
the Buſneſs? Ic ſpake Jacob's Hearr to be-much fer 
- conb ap We to have her-ro Wife, that he could he 
{-conrent-co. undergo ſo much hard Service for her as 
he did,even ſeven years Service.' Facob ('ris ſaid ) 
gerved ſeven Tears for Rachel, yea, and they ſeemed to 
' him but a few days,for the Love he had toher,Gen.29, 

- 720, $0 ſure jt argues Chriſts Heart ro be much ſet 
upon an eſpouſal with inners,that he was content 
'nor only 'ro ſerve, but even bleed,and die for them, d 
in order hereunto. O Sirs, behold, and wonder, | 
Chriſt comes from Heayen;quits his Throne, ons 


os 
Co DE Os 
= 
- 


> 


the Sonl's Eſpouſal to\ Chriſky © 98 - 
the Boſom of his Father, in which he had, with in- 
finire delight, Jain from Erernity ! Behold and won- 
der, the Lord of Life dies, the God of Bleſſing was 
made a Curſe. The infinitely beloved Son treads 
the Wike-preſs of rhe Father's Wrath, Heaven de. 
ſcends into Hell, Glory veils and eclipſcs it ſelf un- 
der ſhame and ignominy,the infinitely Holy One 1s , 
made Sin; and all this ro redeem, and redeeming { » 4 
eſpouſe poor Sinners to himſelf !_ And is nor his 
Heart upon the Buſineſs, think you ? And has he | 
not love for them 2 O,be nor faithleſs, but believe. | 
2. Such is the Heart of Chriſf;and ſo ſer upon an 
Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he condeſccends ſweetly 
to woo for them, and ſollicits them for their love: 
and acceprance of him. Shou]d you fee a Man with 
a'] earneſtne(s and importunity wooing a Virgin and 
making Love to her,following her from day to'\day 
with renewed Offers and Sollicitations, you would 
conclude his Heart was much ſer upon an eſpouſal 
| with her. And is itnot thus with the Lord Jeſus to- 
\ ward poor Sinners ? Does he not woo them, and 
make love to them, and that with all earneſineſs and 
preſſing imporrunity,following them with renewed 
Offers and Sollicttations from day to day ? Now he 
meets them in. his Ordinance, and there he wooes 
them, and makes love to them 3 anon he meets 
rhem in that Ordinance,and there wooes them, and 
makes love ro them : Now he ſends his Miniſters, 
and by them wooes them, and makes love ro themz 
anon he ſends his Spirit, and by him woes them, 
and makes love to them : thus he 1s every way,and 
upon all occaſions, wooing them. And in his woo» 
ing of chem, | | | 
How earneſtly does he call, and invite them to ' 
himſelf? 'ris not a cold offer, or a ſlight morion on» _ *: 
iy that he makes ro them,bur he moves, and offers, # 
MR. * | E 4 calls, | 


' .. 96 The beſt Match'; Or, 
calls, and invites with all earneſtneſs and importu- 
'nity : Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the W4- 
rers, come ye, yea, come, Ifa. $5. 1. And again, The 
Strrit and the Bride ſay, Come. And let him that is 
athirft, Come, Rev. 22.17. 

How vigorouſly daes he plead and expoſtulate the 
Buſineſs with them ? *Chriſt does nor only call,and 
invite, bur he alſo pleads, and expoſtulares with 
Sinners 1n the caſe ; and that in the moſt winning 
way, and with the moſt weighry Arguments that 
poſſibly may be ; Ho,every one that thirFeth,come unto 
the Waters, Wherefire do you ſpend your Mony for that 
which is not Bread 2 and your Labour for that which ſa» 
risfierh.not ? Incline your ear, and come untome ; hear 
and your Souls ſhall live, and I will make with you an, 
everlafling Covenant, even the ſure Mercies of David, 
Ifa 55.2.2, And again,Turn ye,turp ye;whky will you die, 
'O Fuſe of Iſrael ? Ezek.33-11, I have nopleaſure 
in your damnation, but had rarher that you would 
come unto me, and live, Why will yau'die ? Is nor 
Life hetrcr than Death ? Is nor Heaven better than 
Hell? Is not my Love berter than Luſt ? Are nor 
rhe Pleaſures of my Preſence, and at my right Hand, 
which are for ervcr:nore,better than the tleaſures of Sin, 
which are but Fay a Seaſhn, a ſhorr {eaſon? Why will 
you die 2 Ts there no Balmiu Gilead ? is there no Phyſi- 


cian there ? Am nor I able to ſave Jou to the utter-_ 


mo? and ire not iny Arts wide open to receive 
Feu? Have not I died for that very «nd, that you 
might live? Look, here's my Blood, here are my 
Woands ; behold me in the Garden, and fee me 
bleeding there for you : Behold me.upon the Croſs, 
2nd ſee me bleeding, yea, bleeding to Dearh there 
far you-3 and then ſee 1f you can fird in your heart 
to refuſe me any longer ? In ſhort, would you nor 
befe all your coſt and all your labour? Would.you 


4 
'h 
4 = 
O , - _ 
we on © » . 


_ _ enjoy. 


himſelf them ? The Offer Chriſt makes, is not a 
limited Offer, burgeneral and extenſive to all; 
$it an 
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the SouPs Eſpouſal to Chrift. Sf 
enjoy Good, the beſt Good, rhe moſt ſatisfying 
Good ? Have you any mind to-Life, and would you 
have your Souls live for ever ? Have you any mind 
to my Covenanr,and all the Riches and Treaſures of 
thar ? then accepr of me and my Love,in whom you 
ſhall have all. , 

How ſweetly doth he melt, and how tenderly dv. 
his Bowels yearn towards them, and over thein? 
He comes to them, nor only with Invitations in his 
Lips, bur alſo with Tears in his Eyes,-and tender 
Compaſſion in his Heart, ftrongly working rowards 
therh : Now he weeps,and then he groans 3 now he 
drops a figh,and then a tear 3 and all to melt their 
hard and unbelieving Hearts, tro draw and allure 
them to himſelf.0 Feryſalem, Feruſalem,(ſays he ) how | 
often would T have gathered thee?Mar. 23.37.The Repeti- 
tron of the Name.ſhews the depth of bis Love and Commiſe- 
ration towards them. And indeed, methinks I ſee how 
the render Heart of my dear Lord melts, and even 


bleeds over this unbelieving Ciry, and in them alt# 


unbelieving Sinners to whom he offers himſelf; he 
is melred into Tears rowards them : So you have 
ir, Luk, 19.4 ',42.in Matthew he groans only, but "in 
Luke he both weeps and groans. . Lo then ! here is 
ſweer Jeſus weeping and groaning : Here's the Joy 
of rhe whole Earth weeping and groaning, and that 


; over Feruſalema bloodyCiry,a City embroiled inthe 


Blood of his Saints, and a City thirſty of his own 


| Blood, a City full of Wickedneſs, fu!] of rhe con- 
| tempt of his Goſpel, his Grace, his Salvation, | 


How freely and openly do& he reveal and offer 


fer made upon hard and ſevere terms, but 
upon terms of Grace. and Love ; Look unto me, un 
be ſaved all ye ends of the CR. | 
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' that thirfleth,coms ye tothe Waters ; and he*that hath ng 
' [DMony, come ye buy, and eat ; yea come, buy Wine and 
" Milk without Mony, and without Price, Tſa.$ 5.1,Come 
» . wntome all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and Iwill 
 #fve you reft,Mar. 11.28.Whoet er 4s athirſt let him come 
wnto me, and drink, John 9. 37. Behold,l ſtand at the 
door, and knick : If any Man will hear my voice,and open 
the door, 1 will come in,Rev.3 20, And agains Whoever 
will, let him come and take of the Water of Life freely, 
Rev. 22.19.Mark,all, every one,whoever will,ztho ne- 
'ver ſo vile and finful,never ſo black and deformed, 
{tho he has been never ſo deſperate an Enemy to 
— {} me and my Glory.Surely, were not his Heart much 
{in the Buſineſs, he would not thus freely,and unli- 
|micedly offer himſelf. | 
" How affeRjonatcly does he beſeech and intreat 
them ? The tender trembling Child cannot wore af- 
fe&ionately intreat and beſcech his offended Father 
to ſpare hin:,and be reconciled unto him,than Chriſt 


—_— 
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eſpouſed to-him, and be made happy by him for 
ever :. Now then we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, ((ays 
the Apoſilc) 9s tho God did beſeech you by 14 ; we 
ray you im Chrift*s ſtead,be ye reconciled to God,2 Cor. 
5-20, Pray mark, here is praying and beſceching 
| the Lord of Glory,as it were,upon his knees to poor 
Sinners, begging them to accepr of Him and his 


: 


” How ſweetly does he draw and allure them/Braw 
me (ſays the Spouſe) and we will run after they,« ant, 
1. 4, And indeed he does draw and allure Souls, 
and chat with admirable ſweetneſs 3 1 drew them with 
Cords of Love, with the Bands of a Man, (lays he) 


docs intreat and beſeech offending Sinners to be. 


Love: We Pray you in Chrift's ſtead ; h, e. 'cis nor 
but Chriſt by us, that prays and beſceches yous _ 
©, whir condelcenfion 15_ this? Once more 3 -- - 


#{, 11.4. Now he (ets his Beauty, Riches, and 
_ s g A Glory 
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Glory before them, thereby to draw and allure 
them;anon he drops a little Myrrh apon che handle 
of the Lock; he gives them ſome little raſte ani 
celing is Grace and Love, thereby ro draw an 


rot 
upon them, whart great things he has done and ſuf- 
fered for them 3 and how that he has no- deſign up- 
on them, bur to make rhem happy for ever : Anon 
he lers them ſce how infinitely happy a Marriage- 
union and communion with him would make rhem;z 


he lers in ſome ſmall glimpſes of Heaven and Glory, _ 


upon them 3 he opens the Treaſures of his.Cove- 
nant and Kingdom ro them: Aud alt this ro draw 
and allure rhem to himſelf. And over and above all 
this, he ever and anon comes, and as it were, takes 
the Soul afide, and by the ftill voice of his Spirir, 
makes love to him : Come, poor Soul,ſays he, look 
upon thy bleeding, dying Saviour ; come, ſee what 
I have done,and See what I have prepared for thee; 
ſee what treaſures of Life and Love, of Grace and 
Glory there are in me : Look, here is my. Love, 
raſte and ſee if ir be not better than Wine; here is my 
Boſom, make thy Bed in it, and ſee if ir be nor a 
warm Boſom. Come, Soul, rho rhou haſt no loye 
for me,yer Thave love for thee,and would fain have 


thee happy for ever; Why therefore ſhouldſt thou 


ſtand at ſuch a diſtance fFromme? Thus he ſweetly 
wooes and ſollicites them for their Love and Accep- 


tance of him. Now, Soul, does he thus woo thee, _ \ 
and wilt thou refuſe him ? If fo, know, that the - 


time of Love will nor always laft: yea, and the time 
will come,when tho thou calleft, and crieft, yet be will 
nv h-ar:Let me cherefore ſay ro rhee,as Paul ro his 
Corinthians, Receive not the Grace of God'in vain ; for 


behold, nw is the accepted time, now is the Day of 


che SouPs Eſpoiſaleo Chrif. "99 


Y 


&m : Now he {weerly inſinuates his Love - 
hem; bi 


tells them, how much his Heart 1s - 


#7 i” 


* '. 3. Sith is the Hearz of Chrift, and ſo ſer.upon 

an Eſpouſal wich Sinners,that he not only thus wooes 
them, bur alſo waits long upon them, ofren renews 
the offers of his Love to.them, and puts up many 
.- Rorrid Aﬀronts and Provocations at their hands, if 
- at laſt he may prevail with them. Suppoſe a Man 
= ſhould not only make Love to a Perſon, bur he 
' ſhould alſo wait long upon her in the tenders of his 
Love ; and that tho he meet with many Aﬀrcnts 
and Unkindnefies from her, this you would ſay, 
| , would argue his Heart to be much, ſer upon her : 
{| Andis jr not thus with Chriſt rowards poor Sinners? 
* _ OD how long does he wait upon them ? how often 

does he renew the offers of his Love to them? And 

what affronts, Indignitics, and Unkindnefles does he 

bear with at their hands ? Behold, I lard at the door 
_ -» and kmcb. ſays he, Rev.3.10, Standing, is a waiting 
{ Poſture: Chriſt does nor give a call or a knock ar 

the Door of the Sinner's Heart, and away no, he 

Nands knocking, he gives call after call, and knock 
- Afcer knock, being ever ready to enter, if the Soul 
" Will at all open to him, So again, 41 the day long 
> Have T ſtretched forth my hands to a diſobedient and gain- 
faying People 3 a People that provketh me to anger con- 
tzmually to my face, Iſa.65. 2. 3. Rom. 10-21. All the 
day long. Chriſt waits day afcer day, and week af- 
ter week, and month aſter month, and year after 
Fear upon Sinners , yea, and many Aﬀeronts and 
4k 0g does he pur up, and paſs by for them. * 
All the day long have I ſtretched forth my bands, Open- 
ed the Arms and Bofom of my Love, and that to a 
£@n-ſaying and rebellious People, an Oppoſing, Refu- 
ting, Refhiting People,a People that provoked me tomy 
Face continually every day ; a People that are daily 
loading me with their Sins and Provocarions,; £ 


/ 


fronng 


- People that will not let me go one day. withour: at-- 
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fronting me, and that. ro my. Face ;,, a People thar 
are every day daring me._to dann them : O whi 

patience 1s this?. So, Mat.33-37.0 Zeruſalem, Zeru- 
ſalem,how often would I have gathered thee, and thou 
wouldeſt not ? How often ? not once, or twice,or ten 


have none of him : he renews his Ofers, apd they. 


renew their Refuſals* they Tpurn at his Love, yer 


parations he has made, and how all rhings gre xea- 
dy, and how wglcome they ſhall be ro t Marri- 


Well;however he Teaves them nor, bur ſends again, 


and calls again, notwirhſtanding all. They do in 


effe& tell him, chey deſire neither him, nor \ hip 
Grace, that they had rarher enjoy their Luſts, 4 
his Love : they abuſe his Grace, they. deſpiſe his 
Corre&ions, they light his Calls, they. refiſt hi 
Spirit: O what Affronts are theſc ! And after. a 
this, it may be, he renews his Suit, laying himſe 
and his Love ar their Feert,if yer he may win them 
tohim. O how much muſt his Heart be upon.an 
Eſpouſal with rhem ! Soul let jr.melt rhee into Love 
to him. O who would wichſtand.ſuch. a Lord, fu 
a Lover ! What ? woo,and. wait.ſo long too, pur 
ſuch, and ſo many Atfronts, and ſtill make CR 
Was ever Love like this, and Patience. like his 2 
4. Such is che Heart of Chriſt,and-ſo ſer upon ad 
Eſpouſal with Sinners ; as that he has laid himſelf 


» 
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the SouP> Eſponſelyo'Chrift. 3:1 © 
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under Bonds 40 recere them, .and accept of thery 
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in caſe they are willing ro be eſpouſed to him : and 
whar prearer diſcovery of ' his Heart than this ? 
Should a young Man lay himſelf under Bonds to 
marry ſuch or ſuch a Woman, tho as yer ſhe hated 
him, and were utterly averſe from him ; you would 
furely conclude that his Heart was much ſer _—_ 

an 


— _" 


them. He is become bound, both to the Farther, 
and ro them. X 

z, He 1s bound to the Father to receive Sinners, 
and eſpouſe them to himſelf, in'Ealſe rhey come to 


him : So much js held forth in John 5. 27. Labour 


not for the meat that periſheth, but for that which en- 
dures unto everlaſting Life, which the Son of Man ſhall 
mark] give unto you 3 for. him hath God the Father 
aled. that is, God the Father hath ordained and 


appointed Chriſt ; he has laid a Law upon him to 
| give Eternal Life;and therefore himfelf ro Sinners 


coming to him 3; and we may therefore reſt aſſured 
thar he will do it : yea,Chriſt looks upon himfelf as 
under a Law from the Farther to do it, and there- 
fore ſays, Thy Law is within my Heart, Pſalm 40. 8, 
Thy Law : What Law? Why, the Law of his Me- 
diarorfhip, which commands him, as to die for Sin- 
ners, ſo tÞ accepr of Sinners when they come unto 
him : and ſurely he thar ſo freely fulfilled it tn che 
one, will nor be diſobedienr to 1t in the other. In 
a word, in that Covenant- (by Divines called the 
Covenant of Redemption which paſt berween the 
Father and Jeſus Chriſt from Eternity, concerning 


F the Salyarion of Sinners, Chriſt became bound bes 
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and he'we will be faithful. | 


2. He is bound to Sinners themſelves inthecaſe:_ 


He has indeed given them his Bond ; he has given 
then his Promife, which is his Bond, and a ſtrong 
one too, an invincible Obligation,and the Soul may 
look on jr as ſuch : but where is his Promiſe ? truly 


the whole Goſpel is bur as ic were one general Pro- -, 


miſe made by him to this purpoſe : bur take one for 
all the reſt, Joh.6.36. Al that the Father giveth me, 
ſhall come unto me; and him that cometh unto me,T will 
in n) wiſe caſt outj.e.1 will moſt afſuredly receive him, 
and beſtow my ſelf and eternal Life upon him. And 
how often has he renewed this Bond of his! yea, 
and that it mighe be Firm and Valid to our Faith,as 
well as in it ſelf,he hath hereunto added his Scal;and 
thar ſuch a Seal as renders ir alrogerher unqueſtio- 
nable ; for 'cis the Seal of his own Blood : Hence 
the Goſpel is called the New Teſtament in his Blood, 
that is, ſeal'd and ratified in his Blood, Luke 2, 20, 
And his Blood is-catted the Blood of the Covenant ; be- 


cauſe the Covenant and Promiſes thereof are ſeal- 


ed with that Blood, Heb. 9. latter end.” Yea, more 
yet; if his Promiſe and his Seal be nor enough,they 
ſhall have more, for to both rheſe he has added his 


Oath for their further ſecuriry in the Cafe ; Verily, - 
veril,( fays he ) he that believeth on me hath everlaſting- 


Life : and ſhall not come into condemnation ; and again, 
Verily, verily, the hour cometh, and now #, when the 
Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of - God,. and they 
that hear ſhall live, Joh. 5.24,2 5. 4s I live, was the 
form-of God's Oath in the Old Teſtament, and -he 
there ſwears,he hath nopleaſure in the death of ſinners; 
but had rather they would turn and live,Ezek. 33. 1 1.and 


_ Vent, verily,is the form of Chrift's Oath in the New 


Teſtament, and he there (you ſee) hays 
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the Father to receive-all that ſhould come to him, 
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ſhall live coming to him, . '0. happy we (as one 
{ \of the Ancients crys out.) for whoſe ſakes God doth 
” Swear; but O unbelieving we, if we do not believe bim 
- {| &wearing. Thus Chriſt hath given us his Bond, his 
Promiſe, and that ſealed with his Blood, and ro 
all added his Oath for che furrher encouragement 
of our Faith; and whar can we defire more? If 
you have a Man's Promiſe to you for the performance 
of this or that, you think you are well, you judg- 
. - "ing him to be both able and faithful ; bur if you 
| Have his Seal added to his Promiſe, then.you look 
=. your felyes ſecure of the Buſineſs indeed ; but 
$fto both theſe you have his Oath added, then you 
Took on the Buſineſs paſt all doubr, and you dare 
 Nnorqueſtion it: -why lo! Chrift has given poor Sin- 
- - pers all this to aſſure them thar he will embrace and 
them coming to htm ; and O how firm may 
"their Faith ſtand upon all this? and what horrid 
wickedneſs muſt it be ſo much as once to queſtion 
12? True,neither his Seal, nor his Oath, adds any 
thing to the truth and certainty of the Promiſe in 
it ſelf 3bur to our fenſe and apprehenſion ir does 3 
and meerly out of indulgence to us and our weak- 
nefs;isrhe one and the other ad1ed ; fo rhe Apoſtle 
tells us, Heb.6.17, 18. God willing more abundantly to 
 fleppiinta the Heirs of Promiſe the immutability of his 
 Counſelemfirmed it by an Oath: that by tws immutable 
*. things, wherein it was impoſſible for God to lhe we might 
;- have flirang, Conſolation, why bave fled for refuge to lay 


Mark, 'rwas not ro _ 
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ger Bongs to receive afic | 
Sinners, if rhey come to him, and- are 
an Eſpouſal with him : and how m_ 
| oces. 
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the Souls Eſponſal 10 Chriſt. 


 I'will in nd wiſe caſt out :1n no wiſe, or by no 


| - 4 <<. oo (TE Hog k” 
does this argue his Heart to be in the Bufineſs.? Q' - - 
ler none ever ſay,will Chriſt accepr and receive m 12 
coming to him ? For indeed Bonds bind him to fe 
fo. The truth 1s, were he under no Bonds,we need. 
nor queſtion ir;for his Bowels would conſtrain himz 


; W: 


and had he ro Bowels, we need ngt doubt it, for . ? 


Bonds would bind him to ir. Chriſt muſt -deny\ 
his Word, Promiſe, Seal, Oath and all, if he refuſfti 
any Soul that indeed comes to him, and defires to 
cloſe in a Marriage-covenant 'with him: O whar 
encouragement is this ! . 
5. Such is the Heart of Chriſt, and-fo fer upon. 
an Eſpouſal with Sinners, as that he has given them 
a ſull and unqueſtionable aflurance, thar nothing 
(whatever) ſhall ſtarid berween him and them, nor 
prejudice their acceptance with him,in caſe they be 
willing to he eſpouſed unto, him : Should a Man-nor 
only make love to a Perſon, wait long upon her 'in 
the renders thereof,and rhe like,bur alſo give a full - 
allurance char nothing ſhall ſtand berween him and 
her to hinder the Match, in caſe ſhe be willing to- 
accept of him ; this would argue hjs Keart to be - 
much upon her indeed : Now, this alſo Chriſt hath 
done,he hath given Sinners. a full and firm aſturanc 
that nothing ſhall prejudice their acceptance with 
Lim, nerhinder the March berween him and thetr 
Souls, in cafe they be willing to it: and Js nor His 


Heart then much upon the Buſineſs ?This is no other 


than whar he himſelf declares, Zohn6..37; 'Apd_ .: 
certainly he doth not delude Souls with vain words; 


Him that cometh unto me, , (ſays he ) 1... he tha _ 


beJieyerh-..on me; he thar is willing ro be mine, b 


upon no accounts, Whatſoever:Norhing ſhall —_ ] 
his xscceptance with me;but I will receive him 


a Notich{tanding.norwirhſtanding all bis rien, 17 j 
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a!l his utiworthineſs, all his unkindneſs, all his nn- 
- Luirableneſs 3 norwirhſtanding all thar either Men, 
or Devils, Law,or Conſcience can charge upon him ; 
— or that Unbeliefir ſelf can prerend or alledge; 
e it whar it will, norwithſtanding all, 111 receive 
him into the Boſom of my Love. Chriſt's language 
to poor Sinners, in-this promiſe of his, and many 
i; more of like import, is ſuch as this : Come, poor 
| Souls, be not afraid of me, whatever your condi- 
; Tlon be, and however things ſtand, and are ſtated 
4 With, you, yer if-you have a mind to me, and an 
| al ſal wirh me, aſſure your ſelves that —— 
' | 


ſhall obſtra& your acceprance with me,nothing ſha 
ſhur up my Boſom againſt you ; buc F will betroth you 
to my ſelf fr ever, O what encouragement 1s here ? 
Come to Chriſt, and cloſe with Chrift in a Marriage- 
covenant 5 who would nor do thar, may ſome ſay ? 
. Bur alas, there are a thouſand things that will hin- 
"der the Match, and ſtand -betwcen him and me, 
ſhould 1 go to him. Poor Soul ! this is apparenly the 
 pleaand language of Unbelicf,and ler it be filenced 
or ever, Chriſt having (as thou ſeeſt) fully aſſured 
us of the contrary, Bur befides, what, 1s it that thou 
- ſeareſt, ( or that any Soul can fear) will ſtand be- 
- _,eween Chriſt and thee, to hinder an Eſpouſal with 
> Him? Bring forth thy ſtrong Pleas, and ſee if chey 
>” . © will beat any weight in the SanRuary-ballance. 
2 - 1. Is it outward Meanneſs and Baſeneſs ? poſſibly 
'thou art low and mean and baſe in theWorld ; rhou 
.art a r forlorn deſpicable Creature 3 and this 
. thou thinkeſt will ſtand berween Chrift and rhee 3 
ſurely(f@yſt chou Chriſt will never take ſuch a con- 
C7 le. Worm as I am; into ſuch a Relation 
with himſelf: Bur Sinner, this ſhall not hinder 1n 
the leaſt, for Chriſt is no Reſpe&er of Perſons 3 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, Bond and Free, are all 


f 


w + 


Lies, he marries, to make them Beau! itut ; He max-i 


& he'elpoules to. himſelf, bur he finds chem black and | 


ene in Chriſt, and to Chrift, Gal. 3. 28. Yea, does 
not rhe Word tell us, thar he chooſes the poor of this 
World, Heirs of the Kingdom, and rich in Faith, James 
2.5. And again, ye ſee your calling, Brethren, 
(lays the Apoſtle) how that not many wiſe men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are called, - 
but God chooſes fooliſh, and weak, and baſe ones, 1 Cor, 
I. 26,27, 28. As Greatneſs is no furtherance, ſo _ 
meanneſs and baſeneſs is no hindrance in this caſe. 
Men indeed mind Honour and Greatneſs, they will 
have ſuch as are ſuitable ro themſelves : But 'tis 
otherwiſe with Chriſt : Poor Sinner,tho thou beeſt 
never ſo low, and mean, and bafe in the World : 
tho thou ſhouldſt be cloathed with Rags 3 yet if 
thou haſt a mind ro Chriſt, he will accept thee,and 
marry thee to himſelf; yea, and thy Soul will be. 
as dear to him, and as precious in his ſight, as the 
Soul of the greateſt Prince or Monarch in the 
World. | 
2. Is it inward Blackneſs and Deformity ? Per- 
haps, Sirner, if thou arr not outwardly Mean and 
Baſe, yer chou ſeeſt rhy ſelf inwardly Black and De- 
formed 3 thou lieſt in thy Blood and Gore, wallow- 
ing in thy fin and filth; neither is there any worth 
and beaury in thee, for which Chriſt ſhould defire 
thee ; and rherefore, ſayeſt thous ſurely Chriſt will 
have norhing todo with me, nor fo much as caſt an 
eye or look of love upen me: Bur, Soul, this ſhall 
not ſtand berween Chriſt and thee neicher ; bur if. 
thou haſt a mind to him, he will marry thee! to 
himſelf notwithſtanding : For indeed Chriſt marri 
not any for their Beauty 3 bur choſe whom he' mas- 
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ries oa bar hk any worth of theirs; bue 
a worth upon them, and indeed there are none 


deformed, 


any: thing to do with ſuch ? Yes, he makes love to 
- them:-Behold, thy time was the time of Love : he mar- 
_ ries them ro-himſelf in an Everlaſting Covenant, 7 
ſpread my Shirt over theee (ſays he) and covered thy 
- nakedneſs ; yea I ſwear nnto thee, and entred into Co- 
© wenant with thee, and th becameſt mine: Yea, nor 
only ſo, bur he purs a Beauty; yea,his own Beauty 
and Comelineſs upon them;z Thou art come to Ex- 
cellent Ornaments,and art comely through my Comelineſs, 
which Theve put up2n_thee, as Verſe 14. O Soul, be 
not diſcouraged; Chriſt will rarn thy Blackneſs in- 
to Beaury, and nor caſt thee off becauſe of it. 
. Is it the greatneſs and hainouſneſs of thy Sin 
Guilt ? © my Sins,my.Sins (ſays the poor Soul ) 
- they are exceeding many, and exceeding great; 
they are' many and prear in themſelves, .and they 
are cloathed with many- and- great aggravarions. 
-__  Few-in the World ever ſinned ar that rate that 1 
- Have done; therefore I fear char Chriſt wll never 
.  cownmefo; as to take me into ſuch a Relation wich 
Himfelf'; well, be ir ſo; yer know, char rhis ſhall 
-poriſtand between Chri/t and thee, if chou art wil- 
-ling to be: eſpouſed ro him : He has promis'd to. par- 
xlan-grear Sins,and to accepr,notwithſtanding great 
Sins;in cafe-rhe Soul be but willing : Come nw (ſays 
'he )land let us reaſon togetber z though your fe "ow 
BREE © 24 carieb, . 
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Scarlet, they ſhall be white as Snow 5 though they ate = 
red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool, Tfa. 1. 18. Tho 
| your Sins are as Scarlet, and as Crimſon, i. e, Tho 
; they are great, foul, enormous Sins ; Sins of a hai- 


nous and crying Nature,and cloathed with-the great- 
eſt aggravations yer they ſhall be white as Snow and 
Wool, 1. e. They ſhall be fully done away and 'par- 
doned , ſo fully done away and pardoned, as if 
they had never been ſo. So again,T/a.43.24,25.in the 
24th ver, He ſpeaks to ſome who had made him 79 
ſerve with their Sins, and wearied . him with their Ini- 
quities : Theſe ſurcly were great Sinners,and their 
Sins of a hainous crying Narure 3 and yet at the 
25th ver. what a full promiſe of pardon does he 
make to them ? 1, even Tam be that blotteth out thy 
Tranſgreſſions for my own ſake, and will not remember 
thy Sins. Poor Soul, what ſhall 1 ſay? haſt thou; 
abundantly finned ? Haſt:thou —————_— ? Hei; 
has promiſed abundantly to pardon,and ts multiply pare 
dens, Tſa.s5.7. Art thou guilty of all' manner 
Sins? and to thy other Sins haſt rhou added Blaſ- 
phemy ? He has promiſed,that'al{ manner of Sin and'..0 
 . Blaſphamy ſhall be forgiven, except thait againſt the boly _ 
{| { Ghoft,: (which thy complaining of the-greatheſs of *  :? 
\\eby Sins argues thou arr not guilty of) Mat..12- $f. 
| O Soul, be not diſcouraged becanſe of rhe greatneſs. 
of thy Sins: Chriſt marries Souls, not becauſe rhey: 


th rake a ſins, and eo mem} + _- 
om. for ever; And the greater thy Sins are, - 
the greater will be the Glory. of +Chrifts Grace F | 


(which is whar he aims at) in receiving*of*t 

into ſo near and ' glorious a Relation with hij 

as this is: Befides,what wilt rhou do with hv 

Sins; unleſs thou goeſt with-rhem to Chriſt 7 
* 20 | 
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| ſweet Calls, gracious Offers, lovi 
Tenders, which he has made to rhee, and thou ha 
deſpiſed ! And this makes rhee fear, that he will 
now. have nothing to do with rhee. And truly 
Soul, this is ſad, very ſad : hereby Chriſt has loſt 
, much Glory, which thow mighreſt have. broughr 
him ; - hereby thou haſt loſt much ſweer Communi- 
en, which thou mighreſt have enjoyed; hereby 
Chriſts heart has been much grieved, which might 
} have. been prevented 3 and hereby the Work is 
\ made'much more difficulr-chan at firſt ir was, thy 
| Heart being grown more hard, and Corruptions 
\ More ſtrong, . Thus 'tis "every way very ſad, that 
thoy haſt chus negle&Red and refuſed Chriſt: bur yer 


caſe . thou . art willing to be eſpouſed to him : For 
this, ſee Prov. 1. 20, 21, 22, 23. Wiſdom crieth 


in the chief place of concourſe, in the openings of the 
gates, in-the City ſhe uttereth her words, faying : How 


4 


urn you at my reproof : Behold, I will pour owt my Spt« 
*  , Tit wnto you, I will make known my words unto you. 
'\ - Pray obſerve, Chriſt hath offered himſelf,” and his 
- « Loveto them, but they had refuſed him and ir; 
_ yea,they had rcfuſed long, and refuſed with much 
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neither ſhall this ſtand berween him and thee, in - 
without, ſhe uttereth her woice in the Streets ;, ſhe crieth 


: Cong ye ſimple ones will you love ſimplicity; and the Scor- 
s delight in their Scorning;and Fools hate Knowledg? 
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contempt : How long, ye ſimple ones, will you Iove fim« | | 
plicity ? &c, They, ſcorn'd the Offers of Chrift and. 
his Love 3 and yet here he renews thoſe- Offers to 
them, wherein he tells chem, that none of all their 
Refuſals thould prejudice their acceptance with 
him, in caſe they are willing to be his : Turn ye at 
my Reproof ; bebold,T will pour out my Spirit,8&c. And 
© Soul, do not the moſt refuſe long, and ſtand ir out 
long againſt the Offers of Chriſt and his Grace, e're 
they cloſe with. him, who yer are received and em-. 
braced by him ? Be not therefore diſcouraged, poor 
Soul, becauſe of thy former negleQs and refuſals of 
Chriſt, but throw thy ſelf into the Arms of his 
Love, which thou wilt certainly find wide open to 
receive and embrace thee. 
s. Is it any revolting or backſliding of thine fror; - 
him ? Poffibly thoa haſt ſomerimes been on cx 
way towards Chrift, thou haſt had ſome workihgs 
ſome good Reſolutions and AﬀeRions within thee 
for him : Ay, and thou haſt made ſome profeſſion c* 
him ; thou haſt ſometimes been even upon the turn- 
ing poinrt,the point of clofing with Chriſt ; and rhe . 
+ Match has bin near made up berween him and thee : 
'_ And yer afrer all this, thou haſt revolted and back- 
ſliden from him, Playing the Harlot with many Lovers, 
' - which makes thee fear thathe will now reje& thee, 
ſhouldeſt thou go to him. And the truth is,thisalſo 
is yery ſad ; for hereby Chriſt has been eminently 
diſhonoured, and thy Soul has been eminently en- 
- dangered: Bur yet be not diſcouraged,for this ſhall_. 


F; nor ſtand between Chriſt and thee, if yer thou arc 
/ bur willing to be eſpouſed ro him: Chriſt offers him- 
# ſelf and his Grace to ſuch as theſe ; he promiſes to 
© - . heal Backſlidings 3 Jer. 3. 1, Tho thou haſt played the 
- Harlot with many Lovers, yet return unto me, ſaith the _ 
Lore. And v.12. Return os back-ſliding Iſrael, xg | 
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SF "willna cauſe mine anger to fall upon you , for Tam mer« 
cifud. $0 Hoſ.2.19.1 will betroth thee unto me for ever; 
yea,T will betroth thee unto me. Thee 3 Who? Why as 
. 4 revolting and backſliding People as ever were in 

> the World; ſo you will find in the beginning of the 
* Chapter. There is hope then (you ſee) for Revel- , 


rers and Backſliders ; therefore be not diſcouraged, 
|bur go to him,and he will nor caſt thee our. Well, 
Soul, here's encouragement enough for thee, not- . ; 
withſtanding all chy Vileneſs, Sinfalneſs, and Un- F 
F worthineſs: And to add to thy encouragement yet, | 
* | know, Chriſt has received multitudes rhat were | 
every way as vile, ſinful and unworthy as thou art. 
Whart doſt thou think of Maneſſeh, who was a Sor- 
cerer and an Idolater ? What doſt thou think of 
> Paul, who was a Peffecuter and a Blaſphemer ? 
| What doſt rhou:think of Mary Mazdalen, who had 
ſeven Devils in her ? What doſt thou think of Ra- q. 
hab, who was an Harlot ? What doft thou chink of | 
 mmultirudes of rhoſe who crucified Chriſt, but after- 
wards believed ? Theſe were all great Sinners, and 
et Chriſt received them into the Arms of his Love. 
What doſt chou rhink of the black Liſt and Cara- | 
logue of Sinners among the Corinthians, mentioned | | 
1 Cor.6.9. & 10. who were Drunkards,Thieves, Mur- bil! 
derers, Adulterers,Idolaters,abuſers of themſelves with 
Mankind, and the like ? What doſt thou think of 
chem, Titus 3.3. who were Fooliſh, Diſobedient, living 
in Envy, hateful, and hating one another, ſerving drvuers 
F== and Pleaſures ? Surely theſe are .as ; vile, as . 
d 


L as worthleſs as thou art, and had as much to 
_ \ſtand berween Chriſt and them; and yer they found 
Grace in Chriſts fight, upon. their looking ro him, 
| Indeed rhere is never a Soul now in Heaven,but was - 


/ | by nature every way as vile, ſinful, and unworthy. 
| Chrift, as thou ; they lay under the ſame Pollus. - 
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tion, they wallow'd in the ſame Blood, the TI 
filled with the ſame Spirit of oppoſition cond God | | 
and his ways, that thou doſt and arg; yea,and mul-/ - 
citudes of then were as vile and finful by praQtice \« 
alſo,as thou 3 they aQed out the Sin and Enmity 
their Natures as highly againft God and Chriſt, as | 


- 
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fhiou haſt done ; and yer theſe Chriſt received.,elſe 

they hadnor been in Heaven. In a word, Heaven 

(as one obſerves) is an Houſe full of the Miracles | 
of Chriſt's free Grace : There's Idolatrous Manaſſel | 
among the true Worſhipers of God: There's os 
prefling Zacheus _— Spirits of juſt Men made | 

perfe&: There's blaſphemous Paul among the Hoſt } 
of Angels, lauding, praiſing, and finging Halelwabs | 
to God and the Lamb : And there is Mary Magdalen, 
that had ſeven Devils,among the Saints of rhe moſt 
High, who are filled even to overflowing with the 
ſeven Spirits of God, O, who then would be diſ- 
couraged? Yea, Soul, all rhy vilencfh, finfulneſs, | 
| - and unworthineſs does, bur as it were, ualify thee < 
| for Chriſt and his free Grace. My finfu Ss 2a 


Unworthineſs (ſays Rutherfor | 
thy (el downing 


for Chriſt and his Grace. Ca 

(fully upon him notwithſtanding all, nor-doubrin 

{thine acceptance with him, Is | 
6, Such 1s the Heart of Chrift, and ſo ſer upon 

Eſpouſal with Sinners, as that he delights and re- 
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joices in nothing more hardly, than in tHe Nupridls 
berween him'and them: and O, how ſhould-rhis 
draw and allure us ro him'! Should Yoi-ſee ayoung | 
Man rejoicing in'the ſenſe of an Eſpoufal berween © 
himſelf and fuch;: or ſuch an one whom he loyed;-. 
you might well conclude, that his Heart was mach. _ -- 
. upon her; And is ir not thus -here ? Chriſt rejoices 
inthe fight and ſenſe of an Efpouſal between Him- 


_ felf and Sinners ; and p37” zoo does this argve J 
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his Heart ro be in the Buſineſs? This I will give 
you in three Propoſitions. 

1, This is what he rejoiced and delighred himſelf 

. jn the thoughts of from all Erernicy. Thus much 
he himſelf cells us, Prov.8. 3o, 31, Then, namely, 
from everlaſting, was 1 by him, as one brought up 
with him : and I was daily his delight, rejoycing always 
before him: Rejoicing in the habitable parts of the Earth, 
and my delights were with the Sons of Men : Theſe are 
Chriſts words, and in them he tells you where he 

* - was, and what he had been doing from Eternity, 
J he was with the Father, and rejoiced before him : 
But what did he rejoice in? Truly, next to thaFa- 
ther and himſelf, his rejoycing was in the habitable 

rrs of the Earth, and his Delights were with the | 
ns of Men, He delighted himſelf in the thoughts S 

; of ſaving poor Sinners, and eſpouſing them unto 

| Himſelf in order thereunto, O how much does: 

; this argue his Heart ro be in the Buſineſs ? 

2. As he thus delighted and rejoiced in the | 
thoughts of ir before. hand 3 ſo when art any time | 


a poor Soul is actually eſpouſed to him, then he re- 
joices afreſh, and is delighted afreſh. - Hence the 4g.» 
{ day of Eſpouſals is called the day of the gladneſs of his 


ra the blefſed Spirir,a on 


[ug - tcingeo Chriſt the Bridegroom. O to ſee poor 
=: Flag come in and give up rhemſelves co him 1n a 


Ebovenant; this is the Joy, che feſt, the 
rtiafa be | of his Soul : Hence 'ris ſaid, He ſpa jee : 
| o de Soul, end be ſriehod, — 


—_— 
#* $4 


rot Bd 


ee ee On 
[ 


: 9 f 


LIMI 


- =_ 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt, _ 115 
"Tis a great grief and trouble to Chrift,-char which 


wounds his very Soul, when having wooed poor 
Sinners, and time after time made loye to them 


the notwithſtanding are ſhie of him, and will nog, + 


cloſe with him in a Marriage-covenant :. Hence he 
comPplaitis as he does, Joh 5. 41. Tou will not come to 
me that you might have Life. And, Mat. 23.37. 0 Je- 
ruſalem, Feruſalem, how often would I have gathered 
thee, and thou wouldſt not? He ſpeaks complainingly, 
and as one grieved at heartat their negleRs of him 

yea, this was that which made him Wweep,as he did 
over Feruſalem, Luke 19. 41, 42. Behold the ] 
of the whole Earth weeping ! And why ? Becabſe 


of their refuſals of him and his Grace, and the wo-. 


ful deſtru&ion that for theſe refuſals were comin 
upon them. - Indeed, this is what refleQs great dit- 
honour upon his Name, pours great conremprt v 
on his Grace,and 1s direaly contrary to the wh 


Deſign of his Undertaking, as Mediator, and fo - 
cannot bur be grievous to him : Soon the contrary, - 


when Souls come freely in, and give up themſelves 
in a Marriage-relation to him, this $ ads and re- 
Joices his Heart: O how ſhould this dr 


day of Eſpouſals between him and thee ? He has 


ſeen many a day of grief of Heart, and trouble of 
Heart, becauſe of thy ſtanding our againſt him, and: 
refuſing the Offers of his Love : O now ler him ſee 
one day of joy of Heart, and gladneſsof Heart, by 


thy cloſing up with him in a Marriage-covenant. * 


3. As Chriſt delights and rejoyces when Souls are 
ſed ro him, he de- '- 

, uſz] for ever : Mei” 

"8. marry ſuch or fuch,and they rejoice therein at pre-' 
'. ſent, buy their Joy does por ot 'Thwotherwiſe 
LESSER 2 with 4 


eſpouſed ro him ; fo being eſ 
lights.and rejoyces in this E 


aw Souls to | 
him ? Sinner, why may not this day be made the / 
day of the gladneſs of Chriſt's Heart, by being a'! 


? 


. 4 


% 


- 
Y 
” 

- 
= 


+ < 
_ 
A. 
* 


_ l * -- © 


_- 


116. "The beſt" Match; Or,- 
with Chriſt, he did rejoice. in- the —__ of ir 
from. all. Eternity 3 he does rejoice in the being and 
accompliſhment of it. here. in time, and he will 

. rejoyce in the conſummarion of 1t in Heaven for 
ever ; The truth is, his Joy is not complear, till 

" "the Marriage be eompleat | nor will his Joy ever 
end, rill that end, which will never be (as in its 

may be ſhewn.) Thus you ſee a little what 

-briſts Heart is, and how much ſet upon this Buſj- 
neſs, as well as what manner of Husband he is, and 
what great things he does for all his Spouſes. And 

w after all, what do you ſay ? Artthou for Chriſt 
or no? Shall the Nuptial go on berween him and 

Jour Souls, or ſhall ir not ? Soul, what anſwer muſt 

. L.give my Lord and Maſter that ſent me to thee ?2 

*Tis bur a little while, and he wilt call both thee 

me to.an Account concerning theſethings3 and 

L muſt ay, Lord, I woo'd that Soul for thee 3 I be- 

'ſought.hin to be eſpouſed unto thee ; and fo far as 


* !E was able, I diſplayed thy Beaury, thy Riches,thy 


Glory before him : I opened thy Heart to him,ſhew- 
ed hun thy Love, and thy willingneſs to be cſpou- 
ſed to him, hoping that the Cords of thy Love 
would draw him 3 and with my whole ſtrength en- 

reated him to give up himſelf in a Marriape-cove- 

ant to thee. Well, and what was the iflue ? Lord, 
thou knoweſt. Bur, Soul, what Anſwer muſt I re- 


— 


\ a which God hath given me : Behold,this Soul, . 


\and chat Soul, and many Souls were won-oyer. to 
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CHAP. A. 


Which dire&s Souls, and ſhews them.the way 
how to attain unto this ſweet and blſſed 


Eſpouſal with Teſus Chriſt. 


AN Eſpouſal with Chriſt ! what more ſweet? 
what more defireable ? And who that under- 
ſtands himſelf, would nor cover it, before any thing 
this World affords? No Husband like Chriſt, and 
no happineſs like to an Eſpouſal to' him. - But rhe 
Queſtion is, how we may attain hercunro ? Truly,” 
_Soul, the Work is great, and 'tis the Divine Spirit. 
alone. thar does =. can tie the Marriage-Knor be- 
rween Chriſt and_thee ; bur he works i this,.as. 
well as in other caſes, in and by the, uſe of means 3 
and there are ſeveral things highly incumbent upon 
thee, and which muſt be attended by chee,- as ever 
thou wouldſt attain to aa acquaintance with this 
blefled Efpouſal. Fas. 
1. Wouldſt thou be eſpouſed to Chriſt ? Theh 
labour to be deeply ſenſible of 'thy utrer_cſtrange- 
ment from him by Nature ; as aifo of thy woty 
miſery by "reaſon of that eſtrongement; A” deep. 
ſenſe of our cſtrangement from Cheri e-Jnd-H a. 


miſery by reaſon of that eſtrangement, is one g! 
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p towards a Conjugal-union and Relation to.himz | 


| | atid without rhe” one, we are never hke to atta 
unto:rhe other: Labour therefore Yor this. 


| 1, Labour to be deeply Tenſible of your eftrange- © ** 
ment'from Chriſt by Nature. Naturally we are +: 


- "all flrangers ro Chi 


p » - _ 


ſtrangers ro all Conjugal- 
F3, —_ 
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{7 *Union atd Communion with him. We know not 
6 [As any ſuch thing means, As 'twas”with the 


Epheſians, ſo-*ris with us all by Nature, they were, 
and*we are without Chriſt in the World, Ephel. 2. 12. 
And not only without him, [ut alſo far Tow him, as 
4c follows ver, 13, I may truly ſay to every Natu- 
ral Man and Woman in this;as Peter did to Simon in 
anorher- caſe, As 8. 21. Thox haſt neither Part nor 
£m in this matter : Thou knoweſt not whar Union 
and Communion wirh this ſweet Lord means : Yea, 
not only arc we by Nature eſtranged from Chriſt ; 
bur moreover we are at enmity with him, and fill'd 
with hatred and oppoſition againſt him : We, as 
thoſe mentioned Lube 19. 14-. Do hate him, and 


*- would not bave him to reign over us. Naturally we 
_- are ar enmity. with Chriſt, and with Every t im 
. [Far 1s. his, with his Pet & wiah Bis PeeTence, 
___ {wirh his Spirit, wich his Kingdom,..wich. his Laws 
- {and Ordinences, with his Graces, with hjs Righte-_ 
[oultiefs, and” rhe ike; His Perfon is too holy for 
us, his Preſence too pure, his Spirit too convincing, 
" his Kingdom roo Spiritual, his Laws and Ordinan- 
ces too ſtrit, his Graces roo bright, his Righreouſ- 
neſs roo oppoſite to Self ; and ſo we hate all, and 
fare at enmity with all: yea, we areart enmity with 
jrhe very way of Life and Salvation by him : Touching 
the G1lpel,they are Enemies, ſays the Apoſtle 3. which 
-{is ſpoken of the Jews, bur true of all by Nature, 
Rom. 11. 28. We would live, but not by Carilt ; 
' {we would be ſaved, bur not by Chriſt : Thus natu- 
; ally we are all eſtranged from him; and thus high 
>. {does our eſtrangement riſe,vhich we muſtbe_deep- 
+ {ly ſenſible of, if ever we ger Union and Communion 
” fin a cenjugal way wich him : Therefore wark this 
>. {a kctle upon ,your Thoughts, till you find your 
be [Ucarr begin to bleed and relent over it. ”R C 
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ing great miſery by reaſon of rhis eſtrangement. 


As we are all naturally without Chriſt,ſo our Miſe- , 


ry herein is exceeding great : So much the Apoſite 
holds forth, in the place before quoted, Ephef. 2: 
12, Where he ſpeaks of our being without Chriſt, as 
our Miſery ; yea, as the Spring and Foundation of 
all our Miſery , and therefore that js firſt mention- 


ed : The Epheſinns were, and we are (as he there. 5 


rells us) without the Covenant, without Hope,and with- 
out God in the World ; Miſery enough for any Sonl 


ro lie ynder; and the Inler and Foundation of all is, © 


their and 'our being without Chriſt. As to have. 
Chriſt (ſays a learned interpreter upon this place) 


Þ the Foundation of all good : $0, to be wichouk, _ 3 
Chriſt, is the beginning and foundation of all Evil, - 


and inler int6 all woe and miſery,and whar leaves us 
in a moſt deplored ſtare for ever. Take a taſle, 


and bur a taſte of this your Miſery, and then work 


the ſenſe of it upon your own Souls. 
1. Being without Chriſt, you are deſtitute of all 


Good, you are withour Life, without Grace, with- 4 
out Peace , withour Pardon, wijthour Comfort» + 


without - Righreouſneſs, withour Heaven, without 
Salvation, without Hope, and without God, (as 
have it in the ſaizg place) Epheſ.2. 2. without the 


Favour of God, without the Preſence of God, with-* - 


our the Life of God, withour the Image of God, 
withour the Spirir of God ; and being;rhus with- 
out God, you are withoutall rrue- Good, and true) 


Happineſs: According to the old and true Maxim, | 


Sine Summo Bono nihbil Bonum ; without the chief 
Good there is nothing good. | | 

-- 2. Being withour Chriſt, you are.ia Bondage 
to Sin Saran, which is the worſt- Bondage 1n 
World. Naturally all are the Slaves and Vaſ- 


- 
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2, Labour to be deeply ſenſible of your exceed>. 7 
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fals of theſe cruel Lords : Hence we are ſaid, to ful- 

"- Fl the Devils Luft, Joh. 8. 44 And as the Luſts of 
the Devil, ſo the Wills and Luſts of the fleſh, Epheſ. 
2.2.to be the Servants of Sin, and to ſerve divers Luſt s 

end Pleaſures, and the like : And as naturally all are 
-thus in bondage to Sin and the Devil.ſo there is no 

| redemprion from this Bondage bur by Chriſt, and 
+» that ina way cf Union with him. Tf the Son there- 
' fre ſhall mabe you free, ye ſhall be free indeed, ſaith 

. he himſelf to rhe Jews, John 8. 36, They were 
glorying in cheir Priviledg, that they were Abra- 
am's Seed, and never were in Bondage to any man : 
'\Truc, ſays Chriſt, bur ye are ina worſe Bondage 
{than a Bondage to Man, in Bondage ro Sin,in Bon- 
| dage to your Luſts : For he that committeth Sin,is the 


_ %. 
« — 
. 
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Servant of Sin. And this Bondage none but the Son 
can free you from; and therefore, until freed by 
him, you remain under it. ' © tow ſore a Bon- 
dage is this, to be under the command of Sin, to 
be at the beck of every baſe and unclean Luſt, and 
to be carried captive by the Devil at bis Wilt / This 
is ſuch a Bondage, 2s thar the Bondage of 1/rae/ un- 
der their Taskmaſters in Egypt, and rhe Bondage of 
* Turk» Slaves, who are kepr at the Oar and Gally, 
3s freedom toir., As to ſerve Chriſt is the grear- 
eſt Liberty,ſo to ſerve Sin is the cruelleſt Bondage, 


;. . 3-*Betng without Chrift, and Union with Chrift, 

* '! you are rejeted of. God. Knew ye not ( fays the 
> _' Apoſtle) that except Chriſt be in you, ye are Repro; 
bk | bates ? 2 Cor. 17 gs. Know ye not ? As if he ſhould 
*. | fay, "tis a moſt clcar, manifeſt, and evident Truth, 


| that ynleſs you have Union with Chriſt, you are_ 
= + | Reprobares, ?. e. you are unapproved of God; you 
*" } gre our of his Favour, both your Perſons and Ser- 
©. | vices are rejeſted by him, _ To the ſame purpoſe 
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is that, Gal, 4. 22. where we read of two Mathers, 
and ewo Sons: The two Mothers were rypes of the . 
two Covenants, the-Covenant of Works, and the 
Covenant of Grace, as appears byV. 24. The twQ 
Sons are Types of two ſorts of Perſons living 1n 
the Church ; one born after the Fleſh, the other by 
Promiſe ; one belonging to the firſt, the other ro 
the ſecond Covenant, Well, what's the condition 
of theſe ? Why, the one is ina ſtate of Rejeaion, 
and the other of Accepration. They that belong 
to the ſecond Covenant, are owned and embraced 
in the Arms'of Love; the other are caſt our (as you 
may (ce in the ſequel of the Chaprer ;) befides,all 
our Acceptation with God,is in Chriſt, and through 
\ Chriſt, Epheſ. 1. 6. Our of him therefore we are 
in a ſtare of Rejeion. "Otiow Tad does this (peak 
' Your condition to be ! for Men, yea, for good Men 
to rejeRtand diſown us, 1s what may be born, eſpe- 
cially when God owns, and ſmiles: Bur for God to 
diſown and Teje& us, this 1s rerrible indeed,though 
all che Wor!d ſhould own vs, and ſmile upon us. 
| How terrible js chat Word ? Reprobate Silver ſhall 
| Men call them ; for the Lord hath rejb#ed them, Jer. 6. 
/ 30. If God owns, and fniiles, "ris no matrer who 
frowns ; but if he frowns, and reje&s, who can 
own or ſmile tothe relief of the SouF? | 
4. Being wichout Chrift, you are under the Law, 


and ſo under the curſe. And how fad js this! as © 


there are bur ewo ( ovenants, the Old and the New 3 
tand bur two Heads of thoſe Covenants, rhe firſt, or 
|the ſecond 4dam; and ſo all Men do belong ro,aud : © 
are found in the one ot the orher.of theſe, W | 
therefore you are firangers to Chriſt, you are under 
the Law 3 and being under the Law, you are under 


the Curſe ; For, ſays the Apoſtle, As many as are #tt-* + 


der the Law, are under the Curſe; For it is written, 
hn: | F 5 Curſed 
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* © *Curſed is ertry one that continueth not in all things that 
| -* . are written in the Book of the Law, to do them, Gal. 3. 
;- 40, The Law has no pity, no ſparing for Offend- 
-ersz but for every Breach thereof, lays the Soul 
- under the Curſe. Now we. have all broken the 


——_— 


' times over inour own Perſons ; and by both are 
"fallen under the Curſe thereof, And, Soul, doſt 
thou know what the Curſe of the Law means ? Ic 
carries in it Death and Condemnation for ever. Be- 
ing under the Law, we are curſed in our Perſons, 
\{ and curſed_in our Comforts : The Wrath of God 
lies upon our Souls, and the Curſe of God is in all 
eur Enjoyments; our Very Bleſſings are accurſt to 
- - Us; Mal.2.2:” We read in Scripture, of the People 
 ' "of God's Curſe; and thou art one of them, Soul, 
| whoever thou art, thou art out of Chriſt : © how 
_woſul, how deplorable a Condition 1s this ! 

s. Being withour Chritt, and eſtranged from 
Chriſt, you lic vncer the guilr of innumerable Sins, 
Which you alone muſt bear for ever. *Tis in and 

© by Chrift alone, that Souls are diſcharged from the 
Guilr of Sin, And. who are they whom he dif- 
charges from Guilr, but ſuch as are found in him, 
are under a Marriage-covenant with him ? Thoſe 
his Blood cleAnſes from all Sin, 1 John 1.79. And in 
him have they redemption through kts Blood,even the for- 
J | | them 1 of Sin, Epheſ. 1.7. As for others, he tells 


them plainly, They ſhall die in their Sins, John 8, 
24.  O how ſad a Condition is this! Soul, thou 
© arr guilry of multicudes of Sins, the leaſt of which 
has evil enough in it tro damn thee eternally, Thou 
haſt thouſands, and ten thouſands of Scarler, Crim- 
ſon Sins, Sins cloached with black and-crying Ag- 
+ :gravations lying upon thee ; and to have all theſe 
IE z itt 
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in the full weight -of the Gailt atid Puniſhment 
of them, charged upon thee by the great God for 
ever : How miſerable does this ſpeak thy condition 
to be {— | 

6. Being eſtranged from Chriſt, you are under a 
neceſlity of finning, and ſo cf great'ning your own 
Damnation daily. A Man our of Chriſt, does do, 
can do nothing bur Sin ; for he ts nit ſubje to the 
Law of God, now can he be, Rom. 88. And as he 13 
ever ſinning,ſo he is ever treaſuring up wrath unto him- 


ſelf, Rom. 2.5. O how ſad a condition is this ! 


This is, Dura Neceſſitas, ( as Auſtin calls it) and 


ſpeaks a Man's Condition to be very.doleful. To 


always fiining againſt Godzand always treaſuring 
up Wrath to a Man's own Soul, this 1s next to 


| _ in ſome ſore wcerſe, To give you the Sum of ; 
| > | . 


Being eſtranged from Chriſt, you have nothing 
to ſatisfie Divine Juſtice, which is ready to ſeize 
upon you 3 nothing to pacify Divine Wrath,which 
1s ready ro break forth againſt you 3 nothing to. 
ſtand berween Divine Revenge, and your ſinful 
Sous. Vhar ſhall 1 ſay? You have many Accu» 
ſers, and by them many heavy Charges brought iti 
againſt you; and being withour Chriſt, you have 
no Advocare to plead your Cauſe, none to ſpeak a 
good Word in Heaven for you: And is not that ſad ? 
you arc deeply in debr, you owe your ten thou 
Talents to Divine Juſtice 3 and being withone - 
Chriſt, you have nothing to pay, bur are in danger _ 
of being cait inro the Priſon of Eternal Darkneſs, ' 
whence there is no- Redemprion.. And is not that 
ſad ? You are under an Obligation to much Duty's ©: 
and being without Cn you oY WOO an utter + 
impoſſibiliry of orming any of ir acceprably. * 
Jalgnmes of — 2 
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” being withoar Chriſt, you have nothing that can 
ſecure ycu' one Day, one Hour, one Moment more 
on this ſide everlaſting Burnings : And O how fad 
and miſerable is this ! Thus you ſee both your 
_eſtrangement from Chriſt, and alſo your miſery (in 
part) by reaſon of that eftrangement. Now, as 
ever you would ger Union and Communion with 
him, labour to be deeply ſenſible of both rheſe. 

; | 2, Wouldſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chriſt ; 


* 


\then labour to be ſoundly convinced, -and deeply 
ſenſible of the greatneſs.and hainouſneſs of the Sin 
of refuſing Chriſt, and the Offers of his Love. 
. Poor Soul, thou ſtandeſt ir our againſt Chriſt ; he 
wooes, and calls, and invites thee to himſelf, bur 
thou ſlighteſt and rekuſeſt all: and this rhou rhinkeſt 
a ſmall matter ;, but ler me tell rhee, this 1s a moſt 
hainous and crying ſjn.: To (wear, ro murder, to 
Neal, ro be = to be unclean, and the like 3 
theſe thou lookeſt upon as black and horrid things : 

| Indeed,” well thou mayeſt, for they are” ſins of 
more than ordinary hainous and abominable Na- 
ture: Bur yer know that thy fin in rejecting Chriſt, 
andthe Offers of his Love, is greater, and more 
rovoking than all cheſe : This indeed is the great 
In, and the Sin chou muſt in an eſpecial manner 
be ſenſible of, if ever thou arc unired ro Chriſt 3 
So much Chriſt himſelf rells us, in thar known 
\.  Þlace, John 16.8, 9. He (fas he, ſpeaking of che 
"=" gprie whom he promiſed-to ſend )ſhall conurnce the 
| -* | World of Sin, becan(e they believe not in me. Unbelieſ 
F, |then is che great Sin = rhe Spirit convinces Souls 
* + Jef; And whar's Unbelief, bur rhe negle& and refu- 
1fal of Chriſt, and the Offers of his love 'made to 
.Þs in the Goſpel ? He ſhall convince the World of 
Sin, becauſe they believe not in me; 7, e.' De ilo 
 #nagno &f grand? incredudiratis precato ; He fhall eon- 
| VIRCC 
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vince them of that grand Sin of Unbelijef, (as # 
Learned Man expounds it: ) as if Chrift ſhould ſay, 
He ſhall make Men ſee the black and hainous Nature 
of rhe Sin of rejeting me and my Love: He ſhall 
humble them for ir, and fer them a bleeding.over it, 
This Sin of reje&ing Chriſt, ſome of the Schoot- 


men have called, Maximum Peccatum, the greateſt 


Sin of all: and indeed, next ro the unpardonable 
Sin, what greater ? This is a Sin moſt direQly and 
immediately againſt Chrift and rhe Goſpel. O for 
a vile wretched Sinner to ſhut the Door of his 
Soul againſt Chriſt the King of Glory, and deny 
him entertainment, to refuſe and reje& the free- 
quent Offers of him and his Love 3 How great a fit 
muſt this be ? And, Soul,to convince thee the bet- 
ter of it, I ſhall ſuggeſt a few Confiderations*to 
thee, holding forth a little of its black and horrid 
Evil. | 


r. Conſider, That W negle&t and refuſal of , 
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Chriſt and his Love, is a fin againſt a ſpecial and * 


eminent Command, and therefore-a grear 'and cry 


ing fin : The greater and more eminent the. Com- 


mand is, which we tranfgreſs aod fin agdinſt, the 
greater our Sin and Guilc is in tranſgreſling thar 
Command. Now, God does not only command us 
to receive and embrace Chriſt and his Love : Bur 


this Command of his, is a great, ſignal and eminerit . 
"Command : So Sr. Fohn tells us, 1 Fobn 4 23, This 
is his Commandment, That we believe on the Name of his 
{Son Feſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent. What is it to be- 


lieve on the Name of Feſus Chriſt, but vo receive and 


embrace Chrift offering himſelf in the Goſpel to - 


us, and live upon him, having ſo received and 


embraced him ? Now, ( ſays he.) This is the Come 


mandment, his grear, his ſpecial Commandmentin 
wi 4 - b- | 
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- R& moſt ſfignaland/eminenr manner ; and Chriſt him- 
' elf aflerts rhe-fame rhing, John 6. 28, 29, In the 
28 Ver. they asx him, What ſhall we do, that we may 
work the Works of God ? His Anſwer in the 2g Ver. 
1s, This is the Work of God, that ye believe on him 


: whom he hath ſent ; 1.e.That ye receive and embrace 


me, and live upon me,by belicving : This is [the] 
Work of God,the great Work which he commands 
you, and expets from you : Believing (as Caluin 
obeſerves upon this place) is not called the Work of 
God; becauſe 'tis of God's Operation, (as you 


have it elſewhere )or that which God works in us 3. 


bur becauſe 'ris rhe grear thing which he commands 
| "TEquires of "us. To reze& and refuſe Chriſt 
ithen, is a Sin againſt a ſignal and eminent Com- 
* mand, indeed againſt the great Command of the 
* . {Goſpel; and therefore muſt needs be a great and 
.. {crying Sin. More particularly ; 
1. The negle& znd refuſal of Chriſt and his Love: 
1s a Sin againſt a clear and expreſs Command of 
» a Command wherein the Authority of God 
does peculiarly and eminently ſhineforth : ſo much 
15 held forth in the place mentioned before, 1 Foh. 
3-28. This is his Commandment, (\ays he, ſpeaking 
of the Commandment of Faith) his expreſs Com- 
mandment, a Commandment wherein his Authori- 
ty 1s evidently and peculiarly ſeen; the Authoriry 
of God ſhines forth in all his Commands, bur eſpe- 


._  £ally in this abovethe reſt : Therefore this you ſee 


has an Emphaſis puc upon it 3 This is his Command- 
. © ment: Now the more clearly and eminently the Au- 
-  thority- of God ſhines forth in any Command, the 
+ © Sreater our Sin and Guilt is in-tranſgreſfing that 
- 7 --- 2+ The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt and his 
* Love, is a Sin agaiuſt a Command, wherein the 
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of God in ir; and foin the breach and rranſgreſſian 
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Heart of God and Chriſt does much lic,and is rhere- 


fore a great Sin, -This 1s 4 true*Rule, That the © Z 


more the mind or Heart of rhe Law-giver is it an 
Law 6r Command, the greater is our Sinand Guilr 
in the breach and tranſgreſſion of that Law or 


' Command ; Now God's Command to us,to receive 


Chriſt by believing, is a Command wherein his own 


| Heart; as well as the Hearr of Chriſt, does much 
| lie : Indeed there is nothing in all the World, thar 
* the Heart of God and Chriſt is more ſer upon, or 


deſirous of, than rhisz that Souls ſhould Embrace 
Chriſt by belieying, and become one with him in a 
Matriage-covenang : Witneſs rhe freenels of their 
Offers, the frequency of their Calls, the importu- 
nateneſs of their Pleas, the parientneſs of their 
Wairings, the affeRionatenefs of their Enrtreaties, 
the friendlineſs of their upbraidings, the patheti- 
calrieſs of their Lamenrings, the ſweetneſs of their 
Wooings, the unweariedneſs of their Drawings,and 
the graciouſneſs of their Dealings in reference 
hereunto. But you' have already ſeen, how much 
the Heart of Chriſt, and in him the Hearr of the 
Father in this buſineſs. Now to tranſgreſs ſuch a 
Command, a Command wherein the Heart of God 
and Chriſt does ſo much, lie, and to run counter to _ 
thar which they ſo much defire 3 O what a Sin muſt 
this needs be ! 

The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt, is a Sin againſt 
a Command, which has virtually all che Commands 


\thereof,'we break and tranſgreſs all. Andy ©. 
great a Sin then muſt this be ? ro believe on-Chr 
.15 comprehenſive of all chat God conman - 
quires of us: this is To his Commandment, as thar 
in obeying this, we obey all ; and in violacing this, 
we violace all 3 and To he elreems and accounts it ; 


\ 
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This is evident from Fohn 6. 2t, 29. What fhall we 
do, (fa — that we may work the Works of God ? 
This s he Work of God,( ſays Chtift) to believe on him 
whom he hath ſent : Pray mark,they ſpeak of [ Works 
in the Plural Number ; they would know what al 
theſe Works were which God required, and what 


{ Anſwer reduces all to one, and that js Faith , by 
which he ſhews, that as all is in vain Withouc 
_, Faith, ſo Faith is virtually all that Ged requires : 
This is the Work of God ((ays he;) as if. he ſhould 
ſay, Here's all in one ; to believe on, and receive 
' me, is comprehenſive ef all : and accordingly, m 
" Beloved, to reje& Chriſt and his Love, is to brea 
all at once, and to violate all at once ; *ris to rebel 
againſt, and pour Contempr upon the whole Mind 
and Will of God at once, and in effet ro renounce 
all Duty and Allegeance to him, Suitable whereunto 
is che Obſervation of a learned Man upon that place, 
Foh. 16.8,9.Chriſt here (ſays he) calls Unbelief Sin, 
i ſimply and abſ»lutely, becauſe that Sin comprehend's all 
Sin init, O how great a Sin then muſt this be. 

4: The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt is a fin a- 
gainſt a Command of much Love, All Gods Com- 
mands have Love in them ; they are deſign'd by 
him for our God, (as the <cripture tells us ;) bur 
eſpecially this Command of his, That we ſhould re- 

ceive and'embrace his Son : For what is this Com- 
mand, but a Command to us to be ſaved, a Com- 

and to us to be happy ? What 1s this, bur a com- 
anding of, us to live for evermore, to be eternally 
blefſed in and with himſelf? And, O how great a 
fin.muſt the tranſgreſſion of ſuch a Command be ? 
Did God command us any hard or ſevere thing, 
ſomething thac rended to our prejudice, and nor 
$olg | our 
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our Happineſs, that were fom ewhat z But when he 
commands us nothing bur ro be happy, and ro be 


happy in the beſt way 3 O how great a Sin muff it 
be to tranſgreſs ſuch a Command ! | 


2. Conſider; The negle& and refuſal of Chrift 
is a Sin, which in a peculiar manner derogates from 
him, and pours great contempt upon him, and 
therefore a great Sin. The more conrempr any Sin 
pours upon Chriſt, and the more he derogares from 
him, the greater that Sin is. Now, whar Sin dero- 
gates more from Chriſt, or pours greater contempt 
upon him, than the negle& and refuſal of him of- 
fering himſelf ro us, does ? This is a Sin whick takes 
the Crown off from Chriſts Head, and throws it m 
che Duſt : Ir every way, and 1D all rcſpeas pours 
great Contempt upon him. __ 

1. This Sin vilihes _ — contempr vpon 
the Perſon of Chriſt, Chriſts Perſon 1s infinicely 
amiable, and accordingly to vilify and conremn his 
Perſcn, muſt be a grear Sin, and 'contrat great 
Guilt; and this the refuſal of him, does 3; Henee. 
call'd a treading under-ſoot the Son of God, ( which - * 
argues the higheſt contempt imaginable) Heb. ro, 
29, Every refuſal of Chriſt carries thar Language 
concerning him in ir, Iſa 53.2. When we ſee him, 
there 1s no beauty in him,for which we ſhould deſire him: 
He has neither form nor comelineſs in him : He is a 
Perſon of .no worth, no defirableneſs. O what con- 
rempr is this to be caſt upon Chriſt ! and how 
much does ir derogate fram him ! | 

2, This Sin vilifies, and pours conrempt vu 
the Work, Office,and undertaking of Chriſt as Me- 
diaror, upon all char he has done and ſuffered 5 
with all the Riches of his Grace, and his Love, Mma- 


'Difeſted therein, Hence 'cis call'd, 4s 4 treading 5h I 
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\ the Son of God under-foot 5; fo an accounting his Blood 4 
common and an unholy thing, a thing of no worth, no 
uſe, no value, no excellency, Heb. 10. 29. Great, 
my Beloved, was the Work and Undertaking of 
Chriſt, as our Mediator ; and great were the things 
which he both did and ſuffer'd in the diſcharge of 
that Work and undertaking ; great alſo was his | 
Grace and Love towards us 1n aHy, and accordingly, 
great muſt our Sin and Guilt be, in pouring con- 
tempt thereon,which we do by our refuſing of him : | 
- Hereby we pour contempt upon all his As, and | 
' all his Offices, as Mediator, upon all his Merits.and 
all his Purchaſes, vpun all his-Grace and Love in . 
bleeding and dying for us : We do hereby in effe& 7 
> {| fay, that neither Chriſt, npr any thing which he has 1 
| | aye 1s worth accepting and embracing : F 
> | That we had rather that he had never dyed, never 
- * | become a Days-man between God and us , that he 
; might have kepr his Bloud ro himſelf, and we will 
. © ; not thank him for ſheddirg of jt; that we need 
+ + neither him, nor any thing that js his : Hereby we 
; do in effe&t fay, that the whole Goſpel is a Chear, 
.aLie, a meer Deluſion : Thar Chriſt is an hard 
| Maſter, and rules wich Rigovr ; that Salvation 1s 
- © little worth, and the like. O whar horrid contempr 
. of Chriſt is this ! | 
3. This Sin plainly prefers a. poor, baſe, vile 
Luſt, before Chriſt, and all the glorious Riches and r 
Treaſures of Chriſt. And O, what contempr of him ' 
- is this? Why do men refuſe Chriſt, and the Offers 
| - - of his Love 1 Surely *cis-for the ſake, and from rhe 
E *  Jove of ſome Luſt or other, eicher the Luft of the 
Fleſh, the tuft of the Eye, or the Pride of Life : and 
- 11f , then refuſivg of him, they do really pre- 
+ | fer this Luft before him, and-ll the Treaſures of 
=. This Geace and: Love, And thus indeed you find ir 
BP D.. ; | Oy 
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to be, Mat. 22. begin. as alſo Lube 14. 18, 19, 20. 
Where Chriſt ofters himſelf, wich all his Treaſures, 
ro poor Sinners, who yer ſlight and refuſe both 
him and them, And why ſo ? The one hath a Farm, 


the other a Merchandize ; and all have ſome carnal ' 


they have a Luſt 
NE nd _ rhe Trex: 
: By retufing | 


of Chriſt, we do in effe& ſay, thar there is more \ 


Concern to mind: The ſum 1s 
be fatisfied ; and therefore 
ures of his 

Good, more Sweetneſs, more happineſs ina Luſt, 
in a little carnal, worldly Pleaſure and Advantage, 
than there is in Chriſt, and all that is his. Hereb 


; wedoin effec ſay, that Men are deceived in Chriſt, 
; that che Word of God makes a falſe report of him, 


that he 1s nor ſuch a Saviour, nor is his Salvation ſo 
great as the one and the other is repreſented to be. 
O what contempr is this, to be caſt upon Chriſt ! 
Eau (you know) is ſaid to deſpiſe his Birth-right : 
And how ? By preferring a Meſs of. Pottage, or a mor- 


ſel of Meat, before it, Gen. 25. 34. Bur, O how much 


more do we contemn Chriſt and his Love, by pre- 
fcrring @ baſe vile Luſt before him and ir ?. Surely, 
greater contempt of Chriſt than this, can't well be 
foand, And how. great then muſt che Sin of che 
refuſal of Chriſt be, and how much ſhould we 
tremble ar it ? | | 


3. Confider, That the negleR and refuſal of Chriſt 


is a Sin, which in an eminent manner darkens and 


. oppoſes the Glory of God, and retle&s the higheſt 


Diſhonour upon him of all others ; and therefore a 
great Sin : The more any Sin darkens and oppoſes 


1s: For (firſt) the more any ſin oppoſes the Glory 


of God, and refle&s Diſhonour upon him, the more. - 


contrary it is to the higheſt Good ; and the more 


comrary any Sin is ro the higheſt Good, rhe grep 
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- er-the gnileof it muſt rieeds be.And (ſecond!y) the 
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 'Diſhonour i 


more any fin oppoſes the. glory of God, and re- 


Fes difhnour upon him, the more it thwarrs and 
contradias the higheſt end of Man : and the more 


any Sin chwarrs and contradicts the higheſt end of 
Man, the greater rhe guilt of thar Sin is. 

Now the neg/e&t and refuſal of Chriſt, is whar 
eminently oppoſes the Glory of God, and reile&s 
Diſhonour upon him : The reception and encertain- 
ment of Chriſt purs an honour upon che Father. In- 
deed every a& of Faith honours God, Rom. 4. 20. 
And eſpecially this great and fundamental A& of 


Faith, in embracivg Chriſt. Soon the other hand. 


the negſet and retuſal of Chriſt, is what refle&s 
Diſhonour wpon God, it throws his Glory in the 


-Duſt ; and hence 'ris that this Sin is ſo exceeding 
provoking to him,as in the Scripture *cis repreſenc- 


ed to be: Particularly rake here two things. 
1. This Sin of refuſing Chriſt is what Nights and 


>, Contemmns all che glorious Excellencies and Perfettt- 


ons of God at once ; and ſo can't bur caſt very great 
thor n him, and be-very oppoiire to his 
Glory in Chriſt.. My beloved, all rhe glorious Ex- 


>> cellencies and PerfeRions of God are eminently 


manifeſted and diſplayed:Tn him do all the glorious 


Counſfels of his Grace and Love meer,and in refuſing 


him, we deſpiſe and pour contempr upon all. In 
him does his Love eminently ſhine forth, and the 


3» Falneſs of ic reſt, 1 764.4. 9, 10. In him is Juſtice, 
| oeenaſpeſs, and Holine(ss,eminently manifeſted 


diſplayed, Rom. 3. 25, 26, In him does his 
Wiſdom, yea, his manifold Wiſdom, appear and 


;reveal ir ſelf: In a word, whole God is manifeſted 

- - and revealed in him, and withal tender'd to the - 

-— embraces-of our Faith and Love: In every Offer of 

-  Chiift made co us in ch Goſpel, God doesin on” 
EI ORs | | Gay” 


| 


tempt upon all : Ir (l;ghrs and pours cortem 
on the Grace of God. the Wiſdom of God, 


| 


| 


fay to us, Whatever I am, or can do as God, that 
Fil be, to do for you, to make you ha PY for Grer 
S, 


Accordingly, to refuſe Chriſt muſt nee 


uP- 

the 
Power of God, .the Juſtice of God, the Holineſs 0 
God, the Fulneſs mod All Toiency of God, 
all the ancient _.glorious Counſels of his Love cqn- 
cerning Souls : To refuſe Chriſt, is in effe& to ſay, 
That the Grace'of God is no Graceat leaſt not wor- 
cy Of our E : That his Tuſtice and Holi- 
neſs are not to be regarded,atid chart we value them 
not : That his Wiſdom is Folly, and his - Power 
Weakneſs ; that his Fullneſs has little in ir, and is 
no way able to ſarisfie us, and make us happy : thar 


-- 


| a broken Ciſtern is as good as that Fountain of Ji of Li- 
| ving Waters : And hereby we down-righr deny his 


( 
We do in effe& ſay,that the God'of Truth is a Liar, 
that his Witneſs and Teſtimony is not to be credij- 


red, that his Word of Promiſe 1s a meer Deluſion, 
and for no other uſe, than ro beguile Souls : O what 


contempt, whar diſhonour muſt all this caſt 


the Bleſſed God,and whar horrible wickedneſs muſt 
ir be ? To make God a har (ſaysalearned wes is an 
horrible and excecrable impiety : thereby we take that 


\ from him which is moſt dear and proper to im. Q 


' | tremble, Soul, tremble ar the blackneſs and helliſh- 
| neſs of this Sin ! 


2. This $in of refuſing Chriſt, is whar is direRly 


CON» | 
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| 


Fatthfurfieſs, and, pur the lic upon him, 1 Foh.s.19./ 


oppoſite to rhe higheſt Deſign of God for his own” 


Glory, and robs him of thar Glory which'is moſt + - 
dear to him. What, my Beloved, was the higheft -_ * 
Deſign that ever God laid and-carried .on for his* _ 
E ownGlory ? Verily, *rwas-Chrift, an the Salvation © =. 
* \of Finners by Chriſt ; He 


nd... 


defign'd himſelf aReves ' 


_ 


_ / 
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Z red i Glory-in making the World, and he does 
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himſelf a Revenue of Glory in all he does in 
dyerning the World : But that wherein he has de- 
1pn'd the higheſt Revenue of Glory to himſelf, is, 
the Myſtery of Chriſt, and Salvation by Chriſt : 
So much is evident from Epheſ.r. 11,12, 14. In 
whom ( (ays he,ſpeaking of Chriſt) we have obtained 
an Inheritance, being predeſtinated according to the pur- | 
poſe of bim,who worketh all things according to the coun- 3 
fel of bis own Will, that we ſhould be tq the praiſe of hi 
Gor : And again, v.14. unto the praiſe 7 bir Glory : 
ſum is this,chat God's Glory was his great-end 
m the diſpenſation of Chriſt, and our Salvation by 
hinr; and alſo'rthat in agd by that diſpenſation he | 


a 


or Oo uo ects abou a. a — _ 


- did defign the higheſt Revenue of Glory ro himſelf. 
For pray obſerve, firſt, he calls ir, The praiſe of his 
Glory, the ſplendor and higheſt emanation of his 
Glory. (Secondly.) He repeats this Deſign of God 

to the praiſe of hu Glory;and again, to the praiſe of his 
Gly; which notes this to be his grand defign for 
his Glory. Again, whart is that Glory that is moſt | 


near to God ? Verily, tis the Glory of his Grace : þ 
Grace is his darling Attribure,and ”— Glory of his 
'- Grace js moſt dear to him : Hence this has been pe- 
culiarly his defign in the whole of rhe Myſtery. of. 
©. Chriſt: So the. ſame Apoſtle tells us, Epheſ. 1. 6. 
= Who having before ſpoken of the great Myſteries 
> of Predeſtination and Redemption by Chriſt, here 
in ver. 6, tells you, what was God's great Defign in 
all, viz. The praiſe of the Glory of bis Grace : Tis 
* . the Crowning of Grace, and the enthroning of 
:- Grace, which Godin a peculiar manner delighrs in: 
Now, if the higheſt defign of God for his own Glo- 
._ | ry be by the Myſtery of Chriſt, and our Salvation. | 
+ { by Chriſt, and the Glary of his Grace be moſt dear 
-.\to him then” cis clear that our refuſing of I. 6: 


: D _ 


LIMI 


moſt oppoſite to the higheft defign that God ever 
carry'd on for his own Glory, 'and-Robs him of thar 
Glory which is moſt dear to him : For alaſs ! This . 
| is in effe& co ſay, That God has laid out no Grace 
upon Sinners” in the diſpenſation of Chriſt, and 
that he deſerves no Glory u the account of chat 
} Ditpentation ; This is in effe& to tell him;thar nei» 
ther Fas Chrift,fior his Grace in him,is worth mind» 
ing, worth receiving z and that we are no ways be» ' 
holden to him for the one, or the other : And © 
what diſhonour muſt this refle& upon God,and how 
darkning to his Glory ! And accordingly, Soul, let 
thee and I tremble at it,and at the blackneſs and hor- 
ridneſs of that Sin, that has ſuch a dreadful effeR.' 


Chriſt,is a Sin which dircRly and immediarely mur- 
ders the Soul, and damns it eternally,and therefore 
muſt needs be a great Sin: That Sin that does-moſt 
4 direaly and immediately murder che Soul, and de- 
ſtroy 1t eternally, muſt needs be @ great Sin, and 
| ſhould be greatly dreaded by us : And what Sin is 
> Jt that does this,bur ournegle& and refuſal of Chriſt? 
And, Soul, that thon mayeſt be the more de 
convinced of rhis, ſeriouſly weigh theſe following 
Propofitions. | | 
| Firſt, Thar the negle& and refuſal of Chriſt is a 


poor Sinners are in themſelves dead, Toft, undone, 
and __g for ever : they are ſick, and ſick ro 
Death ; they are ſinfu], and finfal ro Damnation 3- 
and there is one,and but one Remedy for rhem,and 
thavs Chriſt ; Chriſt and his Blood, Chriſt afidl his 
Grace, Chrift and his Fulneſs ; befides this, There 1s 


1s there Salvation in any other, As 4 14» TheyWee: 
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4. Confider, That the negle& and refuſal of - 


Sin, which reje&s the oy remedy of ſinful Souls : _ 2 


no Balm in Gilead;no Phyſician there for them; neither _ . E 
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by refuſing and rejeRing him, they refuſe and reje& 
e-only remedy : He indeed isa compleat, as well 
rr only Remedy : He 1s able, and as willing, as 
is able to ſave to the very uttermoſt,as the Scripture 
;rells us : But they by reje&ing of him, exclude 
{ themſelves from his (gving Efficacy, and ſo thereby - 
do direalymurder rheir own Souls, | | 
-2+ That che negle& and refuſal of Chriſt is a Sin | 
which binds all a Man's other Sins faſt ro him : 'Tis 
[a great and weiphty ſaying which a worthy Divine 
| has 3 Unbelief (ſays he, which Jy properly the negle# 
on refuſe! 0 Chriſt binds all a Mans Sins faſt to 
his Sul, and Damnation faſt to his Sins. *Tis indeed 
the Bond of all our Guilc and all our Miſery ; that 
which makes the Curſe cleave cloſe to us for ever : 
gud while a Man remains in this Sin,'tis impoſltble d 
that he ſhould be acquitted and diſcharged from the 
guilt of any one of all his Sins, *Tis (1 reniember) 
Auſtin's abſervation upon that place, Fohrr 16. 8, g. 9 
Where Chriſt rells us, That his Spirit ſhall coruince. © | 
the World of Singecauſe they believe not in him : Chriſt 
(fays he) inftances in the ſin of Infidelity in a ſpecial 
manner, becauſe that ſin remaining, all our other ſins re 
\{ main; but that Veing Taken aw0) all others are forgi- | 
ven, Faith (as one of the Ancients exprellcs it) 
Feet onnia peccata, blots out all Sins ; bur unbelief -| 
. thar binds all faſt upon us: Hence that word of 
 — , Chriſt, If ye believe not, ye ſpall die in your Sins, 1.c. 
 \ your Sins ſhall cleave cloſe to you to rhe very 
th, Fobn 8. 24. This will be further evident in 
the next Propofirion : Therefore, 
| \..3- Thar though all Sin be killing ;and damning, 
A a no'Sin ſhall ever damn er deſjroy us, unleſs we 
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thereunco the Sin of Negle&' or Refuſal of 
Chriſt : "Tis true, every Sin is damning Sin with» 
- 18, Sk without ; The wages of Sinzs Ea 
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laſt, And.rhe 5s] tells us, There is a juſt Recor” 
pence of Reward due to every Tranſgreſſion *and Diſobedi 
enc, Heb. 1. 2. But though every Sin be damning?! 

2c whatever a Man's Sins are,though never ſo many®) 
never ſo great 3 they ſhall,they can never damn him, 
1 incaſche receives and embraces Chriſt : Nor indeed 
can any of all a Man's Sins be ſaid ro be the imme» 

diate cauſe of his Damnation, but his refuſing of 

Chrift. Indeed, under the Law, the 1mmediate 

'cauſe of Mans periſhing was Sin in general : But 
under the Goſpel, the only immediate cauſe"at _ 

| Metis periffiitig, is the rejetion of Chriſt nd has 

\ Grace through unbelief : So much Chriſt himfe 

) telts us; "in that known place, John 3. 18, He that 
believeth on the Son,is not condemned; but he that believeth 
) not,js condemmed al cat), becauſe he hath not bejjeved. on 
the Name of the only | gotten Son of Gag: He that be- 
teveth on Chrift, ts not condertined : And why ſo? Is it 
# * becauſe he has no Sins to condemn him ? No, bur 
| becauſe. believing on Chriſt, all his Sins are done 
\' away: Bur he that believeth not on him, is condenmned 
already : And why ? Is it becauſe he is a Sinner in 
' general, or becauſe his Sins are many, and great 
| S1ns ?No,but becauſe he hath not believed on the Name 
\ of the only begotten Son of God. The ſum of all is this : 
| The immediate cauſe of Mans condemnation, 1s nor 
| this Sin, or thar Sin, bur their refuſing of Chriſt by 
unbelief : Hence you have ir ſo frequently up and 
down the Goſpel ; He that believerh, ſhall be ſaved: 
He that believeth, nor-ſhall be damned, and the like. 
"Well then, if our refuling of Chriſt, be the re- 
je&ing of 'the only Remedy of ſinful Souls; if ir 
be whar binds all a Man's Sins faſt upen him z and if 
none of all a Man's other Sins, though many and 
; © great, ſhould or could eyer damn him, were not ' 
This: Sin of refuſing naw to them z-then cer- 
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rainly this is that Sin which does moſt dire&ly and 


4mmediately murder the Soul : O how great a Sin 
then does this ſpeak ir ro be ! Murder is a great Sj 
.an Iniquiry to be puniſhed by the Judg; nor do we 


look upon a murderer fit to live : but no Murder 
like to Soul-murder, nor ſhould we ſuffer this Soul- 
murderer to live one moment. 


s. Confſider,that the negle& and refuſal of Chriſt 


4s a Sin, which argues you to be reallyjn love with 
your Sins,which truly and indeed chuſ; 

_ ther than Life, loves Darkneſs more than Light,and 
' Which leaves you without the leaſt colour of excuſe, 


es Death ra- 


or room of appeal for ever: And O what a black 
and horrid Sin muſt this then be ! A little of each. 
I. This Sin of negleRing and refuſing Chriſt, is, 


- What really argues you to be in love with your Sins, 


nd to have ſlight rhoughrs of them : For Men to 
att Sin, 1s bad; bur ro have flight thoughts of Sin, 
and robe in love with ir, 1s much worſe. Sin being 
againſt an infinire Good;even infinitely contrary to 


the bleſſed God, has in a ſort an infinite Evil in it: 
.and to be in love with that which has an infinite 


Evil in it, O how dreadful a thing is this ! Yer this 
your refuſal of Chriſt carries in it: For,pray mark, - 
had nor you flight choughts of Sin, you would not 
refuſe che pardon of Sin when offered you, bur 
would account it worthy of all acceptation; and 
were you hor in love with your Sins, yea, greatly 
in love wich them, you would not chuſe and defire 


_ to continue in your Sins; much leſs would you re- _ 


fuſe and reje& ſo great a Good, as Chriſt is,for the | 
ſake of your Sins. Should a condemned MalefaQt- 


'or refuſe che King's free Pardon, would not this 


Argue him to have ſlight thoughts of Death, yea, 
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As clearly does your refufing of Chriſt argue you ro 
have ſlight rhoughrs of fin, and co be in love wirk: 
it : O were you not- in love with your Sins, you 
would be glad of a diſcharge and deliverance from 
them, and would with all readineſs and joyfulneſs 
embrace it, when freely offered ro you, as in Chriſt 
It 15. 

2.This fin of refuſing Chriſt, is what truly and in- 
deed ſpeaks you ro love Darkneſs more than Lighr, 
and to chuſe Death rather than Life : 'Tis what pre- 
fers Sin and Death before Chriſt and Life, and- 
Grace : O what a black Sin then muſt jr be? This 
Chriſt himſelf aflerts' concerning ir, and rhat as an 
high aggravation of it, and what mgkes it dou"jy 
damning, Fohn 3.19. This is the Cendemnation, That 
Light is come into the World,and Men love Darkneſs rg- 
ther than Light. Chriſt, and the good things of 
Chriſt, are here called Light 3 on the other hand, 
Sin and Dearth. Sin and the Miſeries that attend ir, . 
are called Darkneſs : Now (ſays Chriſt ) Men by un- 
belief, and refuſing of me, do declare, that they 
love this Darkneſs before this Light : Men by refu- 
ſing of me, do in eff<& love, chuſe, prefer Sin, and 
Death, and: Darkneſs, before Me, and my Grace, 
Me and that eternal Life which I would give them : 
O what a fin 1s this 3 Chriſt way truly ſay to'Sin- 
ners, as Moſes to them of Old, Dent. 3o. 19. I call 
Heaven and Earth to record this day, that IT have ſet 
befwre you Life and Death, Bleſſing and Curſing ; there- 

fore chuſe Life, that ye may Itve, Now, for them to 
_chuſe Death,and' reje& Life 3 to chuſe the Curſe,and 
reje& the Blefling : This 1s a dreadful Sin indeed, 
and the more dreadful : On the one hand, becauſe 
the Lighc iso lovely and amiable ; and on the othex 
hand, the Darkneſs is ſo odious and terrible : as 
-- Alſo: becauſe the Obligations which lic upon us to 
ha piEs G 2 love, 
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That, the Offer Was not full; atid free, and _ 


4 = 
þ. 4 a>. 


\ 


The beſt Match; Or, 


are (o weighty and forcible; for Chriſt carneſtly de- 
_$res it, he gracioufly counſels ir, he ſtrialy com- 
tmands it, and no leſs chan a whole Ererniry of glo- 
rious and unſpeakable Happineſs depends upon it, 
O rhink of rheſe things ! 
3. This Sin of refuſing Chriſt, is a Sin which 
Jeaves you without the leaſt” colour or excuſe, or 
room of appeal for ever ; which muſt argue it to 
be a preat Sin indeed |, Firſt, Ir leaves you with- 
bur the leaft colour of excuſe; wirhout the leaſt 
colour of excuſe for Sin, and without the leaſt co- 
Tour of excuſe why ybu ſhould not die for Sin.: 
"This Chriſt himſelf is oget-Eomaf $.22.Tf I 
bat nat cone, and ſpoken. to then, they bad not had © 
Sin ; but naw they have- no Cloak: for their Sin : If Thad 
Bot come and ſpoken to them, ( viz. in the Goſpel) re- 
yealing my Fathers Will, and ordering my Self 
ind my Grace to them 3 They had not had Sin, i. e, 
for ſo great Sin : But now they have no Cloak ,no ex- 
'Cuſe for therr Sin. Now they have no pretence to 
- make, nothing wherewith to colour or extenuate 
their Sin. The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt, leaves 


 TWenalrogerher inexcuſable, and ir will do ſoro be- 
 ? fure in the laſt Day : O when God, in the Day of 


| His Righreous Judgment, ſhall demand of Men thar 
"have lived under the Goſpel, Why they fin, and 
| Have finned ? why they are found in their Sins ? and 


'* {being found in their Sins, why they Thoaldnor die 


[for eyer? What will they have to ſay, by way of 
Excuſe or Apologie for themſelves ? Verily, no- - 
thing ;bur will be ſpeecbleſs,as he is ſaid to be Mat. 

12, They can't. ſay, they were ngt warned of 
the Evil of Sin ; they can't ſay,-thar Pardon and 


Salvation were net offered ro chem; they can'c ſay 
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they can't ſay, they had to do with an hard Maſterz 
nor can they ſay, that Sin 1s not worthy of Death : 
they will have nothing ro ſay. Secondly, Ir leaves 
you without the leaſt room or place of appeal for 
ever. _I may ſay here, as it 1s ſaid jn another caſe, 
1 Sam.2.25. If one Man ſin againſt another, the Fudg 
ſhall judg him : but if a Man ſin againſt the Lord, why 


» ſhallintreat for him ? So if a Man fin againſt the Law, 


by tranſgreſſing of it, he may appeal ro rhe Goſpel, 


' and the Grace of Chriſt there : Bur if a Man fin 
* againſt Chriſt and his Grace offered in the Goſpel, 


where then ſhall he appeal? Verily,there is no Ap- 
peal to be made, no relict to be found for him. - If 
a Man be condemned at the Sear of Juſtice, as 


' Having ſinned againſt the Law, he may appeal unto 


the Mercy-ſeat, the Throne of Grace, and. find 
ſweer Relief; bur if he fin againſt the Mercy-ſear, . 


and the Throne of Grace, then he has nothing to _ © 


apveal to, thar-may adminiſter Relief to him. Now 
by refuſing of Chriſt, we fin againſt the Throne of 
Grace ; we pull down, whar in us lies, the Mercy- 
ſeat : and where then ſhall we appeal? O conſider 
theſe things, and learn by them to dread this ſin of. 
refuſing Chriſt. T might Tay much more to con- 
vince you of the hainous Evil of jr ; but let this 
ſuffice : Sure I am *ris enough too ; and had we the 
due ſenſe of ir upon our Spirits, it would make us 
tremble at it for ever, | 

3. Wouldſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chriſt ? 
Then give not _way to the diſcouragement of ſenſe 
bar bear up thy Soul upon the Encouragements of 
Faith, upon ſuch Goſpel-Principles and Confidera- 
tions, as do tend to draw Sinners to Faith in Chriſt. 
Poflibly, upon reading and conſidering the woful 
-miſery of rhy Condition without Chriſt, and the 


-drecadful-hainouſreſs of ' thy Sin and Guilt, in thy 
« <a) | 
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long and frequent refuſing of him, diſcouragemenrs 
nor a few may ariſe within : and indeed, no ſooner 
uſually does a pour Soal look rowards Chriſt, or 
think of cloſing with him in a Marriage-covenant, 
bur-preſently mulricudes of Diſcouragements ariſe 
to deter him rherefrom. O, ſays he, what a mon- 

. ftrous Sinner am I ! How have I deſpiſed Chrift and 
his Grace! How long have I ſtood it our againſt 
him4 T have ſerv'd my Lufts all my days, and re- 
jeted his Calls. To what purpofe do I now talk of 
cloſing wich him ? Theſe, and mulrirudes of ſuch 
like Diſcouragements do ariſe in rhe Soul ; which 

. being given way to, do effeRually keep him from 
Chrift : Byt if ever, Soul, thou would{t atrain two 
{Union and Communion with him, thou muſt ſhut 
| thine Eyes and Heart roo again(t all diſcouragements 
; of this Nature; and though they preſs it upon thee 
again an again, yer thruſt chem our, fixing thine 
Eye and Hearr upon the Encouragement: of Faith ; 
dwell much in the rhoughrs of chem. and bear up 
thy Soul upon ſuch Goſpel- Principles and Canfide- 
rarions, as do tend ro weaken Unbelicf, and beger 
Fairh in the Soul : And for thy help herein,I ſhall 
menrion ſome of rheſe Encouragements of Faith,or 
Goſpel Principles, which I would have thee co be 
lerivas and frequent in the contemplation of. 


— 


1. The firſt Goſpel-Principle, or Encouragement 
of Fairh, which chou ſhouldſt bear up thy Soul up- 
on, and be frequent in the conremplation” of, is 
this , Thar chere's a Rich, a Glorious, and an over- 
Howing Fulneſs of all Good creaſured up in Chriſt 
for poor Sinne þ 3 and thar his Grace dors Shan 

_danxly exceed both our Wants and. Sing, - 'Tist 

, Work and Nature of Unbelief, to little and limic 

\| rhe Falneſs ot Chriſt in the Eye of the Soul -e 
ws 
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ſhews the Soul the multitude of His Sins and Wanrs, 
bur it conceals and locks up Chriſts Treaſare and 


' Fulneſs :: And, whatever we pretend, the ground 


of our not cloſing with Chriſt,ar leaſt one principal 
one, is this, that we doubr of kis Fulneſs, we do 
not ſce'enough in Chriſt to ſupply all our Wants, 
and relieve our Diſireſſes : Unbelief perſuading us 
that Chriſt is not che Chriſt cheScriptirere pet nts 
him to be. But, Soul, away with all Tuch Appre- 


henfions, and dell thou in the contemplation of 


Chriſts infinite Fulneſs: Look to him, as one infi- 
nitely able to ſupply thy Wants,to pardon thy Sins, 
to heal thy Maladies, to ſubdue thy Lufts, ro ſan&1- 


fy chy Hearr, and to ſave thy Soul etervally : Look \ 


upon himz- as the Scripture repreſents him 3; The 
Scripture tells thee, That it pleaſed the Father, that 
in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwen, Col. 1. 19. All Ful- 
neſs of Grace and Life, all tulneſs of Peace and Par- 
don, all fulneſs of ' Righteouſneſs and Salvaricn : 
There is in Chriſt, not only a fulneſs of A>undance, 
but of Redundance, an overflowing Fulneſs, a Ful- 
neſs infinitely ſuperabounding our Sins and Wants. 
The Scripture tells us, That he is able to fave unto the 


very uttermoſt all that come unto God by him, Heb.7.25.. 


Save, able to ſave, able to ſaye ro the urrermoſt; 


and thar not one or two, but all rhar come unto _ 
God by him. The Scripture ſpeaks of Chriſt un- 


ſearchable Riches, Ephel. 3. 8. The Ocean of his 
Grace is not to be ſounded by the longeſt Line of 
the largeſt created Underſtanding : Pax experien- 
ced the ſuperabounding Fulneſs of-Grace, and has 
left it upon Record for our encouragement z, '1 T7m. 
I. 14. The Grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant 5 
it was more than enough. T found more Grace in 


Chrift ( as one expreſſes it ) than 1 knew what to 


do wirthal : And yer, what was this Paul ? Himſelf 
$. Pa” G4 | tells 
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= tells you in the verſe before and after; he was a 


worthy Divine : Chrift ( ſays he ) can , - and Aa 


Blaſpbemer, a Perſecutsr, and the chief of Sinners, a 
Man every way of as many ſins and wants as thou 
art, Accordingly view him, and bear up thy Soul 
in the Face of all Diſcouragements. Reaſon thus 


with thy ſelf; True, my Condition 1s ſad,my Wants 


are exceeding many, and my Sins exceeding great, 
Bur, whar then ? Is there no Balm in Gilead ? Is there 


- no Phyſician there ? Is not Chriſtable to ſave me,and 


thar to the urmoſt, notwithſtanding all? Look,0_ 
my Soul, yonder is ſweet Jeſus upon the Throne, 
at the Farhers right Hand, full of Grace and Truth 
Took upon him, and confider : Whar are all thy 
Wants to his Riches and Fulneſs ? Whatare all thy 
Miſeries and Diftrefles to his Bowels of Mercy ? 


' Whar are all thy fins ro the Merir of his Blood ? 


thy Provocations to his Satisfation ? Were thy 
wants more and greater than they are,. his Fulneſs 
could ſupply them all ; were thy fins greater and 
more hajnous than they are,his Blood could cleanſe 
thee from all: The Blood of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth from 
all Sin, 1 Joh. 1. 9. There is infinicely more worth 
ig his Merits to pardonand Juſtifie rhee,rhan there. 
1s Evil in thy fins to damn and deſtroy thee : True, 
I have a Fountain of Sin, and Guilt, and Death in 
me : Bur here 1s a deeper Fountain of Grace, and 
Life, and Righreouſneſs in him. See, O my Soul, 
fee how vaſt and large his Treaſures of Grace and 
Glory are, and bear up thy ſelf upon them. O-did 
Sinners dwell more 'in the view of the glorious 
Fulneſs of Chriſt, they would be more in love with 
him ; and hereby would counter-work and under- 
ine Unbelief in one of irs greateſt Arrifices, 


| whereby. it keeps Souls from him. 1 ſhall here,for 


thy encouragement only, ſubjoyn the Saying of a 


- 
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can conceive. If there were ten thouſand thouſand 
millions of Worlds, and as many Heavens full of Men 
and Angels, Chriſt would not be pinched to. ſupply ther 
Wants, and to fill them all. Chrift is a Well 0 


| Life ; but who knoweth how dee 
tom : ee et ng 
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, 2. The ſecond Goſpel-Principle or Encourage- 
ment of Faith which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy Soul 
upon, and be frequent in the contetnplation of, 1s 
this ; Thar as there is ſucha glorious and inexhau-* 
| ſtible-Fulneſs in Chriſt, ſo this Fulneſs is in him, 
| nor for himſelf, bur to be diſpenſed and communi- 

cated to poor Souls cotmitig'ts him. True ( may 
the Soul ſay) heres Fuſnels ctough, Riches and 
Treaſures enough of all good in Chriſt : bur what's 


> —_— 


J i this to me, or wherein does it concern me ? Where, 


in does it concern thee ? Why, 'tis wholly thy | 
Concern, and rhe Concern of ſuch as thou art y 
For whatever Fulneſs he has in him, "ris treaſured. 
up in him for Sovls, for Sinners, yea, for the worſt 
of Sinners. How ſweet 1s that Word, Pſal. 68.18.. 
where, ſpeaking of Chriſt, rhe Holy Ghoſt tells us, 
That he hath received Gifts for Men : He hath received © 
Gifts, 1. e, He has a fulneſs of all good. 1n his hand, 


me ? Obſerve what folows, and thou wil find it. 


"ris, thar he is ſaid to be made Head over all things to. 
the Church, Epheſ.1. 22. He has all Sullneſs dwelling + 
#n ys bur } led, and fo 'tis all for the uſe; 
and ſervice of the Body, for every poor Soul that; 
comes to him ; Atd therefore cis added, thad wer 
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becometh him well to give more than my narrow Sout © 


and ar his diſpoſe, and this for Men: I but I am a. - © 
Devil, (ſays che Soul Y* a Rebel, and what's this to-. 


concerns thee, yea thee eſpecially ; He bathreceived, - 
Gifts for Men ; yea, for the Rebellius alſo. Hence alſo+ 


- 
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- ull things to the Church, 1. e. For the Churches Uſe 
and Service, of which he is Head. Take a view of 
all char Fulneſs that is in Chriſt, and 'ris all as much 
and-as really for the uſe and ſervice of ſuch as come 
to him, and are made Members of his Body, as the 
Treaſures and Endowments of the natural Head are 
for the uſe and ſervice of the natural Body,and the 
Members thereof. And © what an Encouragement 
is this to Faith ? 'Tis the obſervation of a Learned 
Man upon the place laſt quoted : Leſt ( ſays he ) 
we ſhould think this great Glory of Chriſt to be a 
thing that does not concern us, he #« here declared to be 
eonftituted and appointed by the Father to be the Head 
the whole Church, Well then, Soul, bear up thy 
elf upon this Encouragement ; ſay,look,O my Soul, 
look unto ſweer Jeſus, who hath received Gifts for 
Men: View: him as one that. has received a fulneſs 
of all Grace from rhe Father, on purpoſe to be diſ- 
pens'd and communicared to thee, and ſuch as thou 
arr. He has Life in him, and he has it for thee ; 
He has Peace and Pardon in him, and he has ir for 
thee; he has Wiſdom and Righreouſneſs,Grace and 
Glory in him, and he has ir for thee, and ſuch as 
, - thou art ;, and therefore go to him, expe all from 
- him. | 


3. The third Goſpel-Principle or Encourage- 
ment of Faith, which rhou ſhouldſt bear up thy 
Soul upon, and dwell much in the concemplation 
of, is this; Thar there is a perfet freedom and 
willingneſs in Chriſt, yea, 'tis even Genuine and 
Natural to him to beſtow himſelf, with all his glo- 
rious Riches and Fulneſs, upon poor Souls coming 
to'hiw, - Chrift (as you heard) has ail this Fulneſs 
ia him as an Head ; fo you have it expreſly, Cel.r. 
wv, 19. Now as 'tis genuine and. natural to R-ic4 
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Head to miniſter Tnfluence to the Members 3 ſo 'tis 
eyen genuine and natural ro Chriſt ro communicate 
his Grace to poor Souls. Befides, all that Fulneſs 
that is in Chriſt, *tis in him not as God only, but as 
Man : Tis depofired and treaſured up in his Humane 
Nature : TI pleaſed the Father, that 'in him ſhould all 


\ fulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19. Inhim, i. ec. (as a Lear- 


ned Man expoinds it) in the Man Chriſt, or in that 
HumaneNature in which he died and tranſafed the Buſt- 
neſs of our Salvation, Tis true, the Godhead of 


\ Divine Nature, is the firſt Spring or Fountain of all 
Grace ; but the Humane Nature of Chriſt is, as 1t 


were,a ſecond Spring and Foutftain of Grace , thar 
15, a Treaſury or Storehouſe, wherein all Grace 1s 
laid up for us. Fence *ris ſaid, That as the Father 
hath Life'in bimſelf:ſo he hath given to the Son to have 
Life in himſelf ; becauſe he is the Son of Man, Joh. 5. 


' 26, 27. Chriſt as God hath Life, 7z. e. all Grace 


originally and independently in him, as rhe Facher 
hath : Indeed as God, he is the ſame infinite 
and independent Fountain of Life and Grace with 
the Farher : Bar *ris as Man that he 1s faid ro-have 


Life and Grace given to him. The Sum then is, 


That that glorious Fulneſs of Grace that is in Chriſt 
for Sinners, is fountain*d up in his Kumane Nature, 
And being fountain'd up in his Humane Nature, 
it will, and can*t bur flow, yea, overflow too,” up- 
on poor Souls that caſt themſelves upon him, 
The truth 1s, *Tis ro charge Chriſtwith unkindnet- 
and unfairhfulneſs both ar once, to fuppoſe him un- 


| willing ro communicate Himſelf and his Fulnefs to 
| Sinners coming ro- him. And, Soul, canſt thou find 


in thy Heart to lay ſo black a Charge.upon ſo ſweet 


and-good a Chriſt? Tis the Way and Work of the 


Devil and Unbelief, ro peſwade Souls; that Chriſt 


| mill nox reeciye chew, nor I 1-H 
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and Fulneſs to them, though they ſhould come to 
him; which rhey endeavour to do, from the confi- 

+. , deration of his Greatneſs and Holineſs, together 

” with their Vileneſs and Sinfulneſs, Chriſt, fay they, 

*13-choice and peculiar in his Love and Reſpeats, as 

preat Perſons uſe ro be : He will know hrs diſtance, 

and he will make Sinners know theirs : But, Soul, 
deal with rhis, 23 from the Devil and Unbelicf ; re« 
zeR it as a Reproach rhrown upon Chriſt,and dwell 

Much in the contemplation of. his infinite willing - 

neſs to receive and ſave the worſt of Sinners that 

come to him, Reaſon it alirtle with thy ſelf; Why 

did he become Incarnate? Why did he bleed and 

dic ? Why does he woo, and?wair, and offer, and 

all, and ſtrive with poor Sinners ro win them to 
himſelf ? Does it not all argue awillingneſsand rea- 
dine(s in him! to give forth, both himſelf and his 

Fulneſs ro them ? 


4- The fourth Goſpel-Principle, or Encourage- 
menr of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy Soul 
ppon, and dwell much in the contempſ/ation of, is 
this : That the only Spring and Principle of all 
thar ever Chriſt does for poor Sinners, from firſt to 
laſt, is from his own Sovereign Grace and Love, 

" *Twas his Love that brought him down from Hea- 
 ven.,and that led him out to bleed and die for them, 
: Hence, Ephe/.s. 25. he is ſaid to love bis Church, and 
 # geve himſelf for it, *'Tis his Love, his free Love,thar 
4 + draws them to himſelf, and allures them into 
Covenant with him: Thave loved thee with an ever - 
lafting love;therefore with loving kindneſs have I drawn 
thee, Jer. 31.3. Ir is his Love that receives them, 
that pardons them, that beſiows Life and Salvation 
them. Henee all 1s ſatd ro be of Grace, even 
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” the whale of our Salvarien, Epbef. 2. 8, Hence: he ts 
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repreſented to us as firringupon a Throne of Grace, 
and: there *tis chart he invices us to come to himand 
from thence gives out ail ro vs, Heb 4. 16, and; 


therefore ro thit Throne we, any -” »INRETS, . MAY, 
come boldly : He is upona Thr +47 rherefore, 


oo 


Throne whereon Grace firs in Imperial Majeſty,and 
decrees all for poor Sinners coming to 1t 3 and fo 
does all freely, all in a way of ſovereign Grace and 
Love : Hence that Language, 1 will have Mercy, be- 
cauſe I will have Mercy ; T will pardon, becauſeT; 
will pardon ; I will ſave, becauſe I will fave. Now, 
whart an encouragement is this to Faith 3 and how, 
if rightly weighed and confidered,would it daſh all 
the Pleas of Unbelief to pieces,and ſweetly draw the . 
Soul on to a cloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage-cove- 
nant ? For pray conſider, Whar 1: the Nature of a 
ſovereign Grace and Love ? The nature of ir, 15ro 
ac from ir ſelf ro ir ſelf, without any confideration 
of any thing in us, without reſpeRing either the 
worthineſs or the unworthineſs of rhe Creature at 
all. The nature of ir is ſuch, thar'ris neither con- 
ſtrained to,nor reſtrained from doing good to Souls, 
by any thing either of good or evil in them 3 bur 
all runs freely : And therefore no- matter whar I 
am, though never ſo vile and wretched in my ſelf, 
while I have to do with ſuch Love ; and fach Love 
is the Spring of all Chriſts Dealings with me, and 
Carriages towards me. 


: .$. The fifth Goſpel-Principle,or Encouragement 
of Fairh, which chou ſhouldfi bear up thy (clf upoR- 
; , : L 
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and dwelt much in the conremplarion of, is this 
Thar the grear Defign of Chriſt in all his Lnder- 
takings for, and Diſpenſations towards Sinners, 1s 
the illuſtrating and enchroning of his own Grace ; 
and che more vile; Tinful; "and forforn a Wretch 
thou art, the more will his Grace be enthroned and 
illuſtrated in thine acceptance with him. Chriſt in 
his dealings with, and for Sinners, does not only a& 
from a Principle of Soveraign Grace, but in all he 
carries on a Deſign to enthrone that Grace of his, 
and ro make it glorious for eyer ; yea, and he ads, 
and will a& ſuitably to ſuch a Defign. *Tis not whar 
ſuch and ſuch Sinners do, or do nor deſerve, (ſays 
CHriſt) that 1 am co mind, but what my Grace can 
do for them, and whar will make moſt for the Glo- 


—— 


Ty of that Grace, whar will ſer the brighteſt Crown 
upon its Head : This is evident, Edbeſ 1.6, 12, 14, 
which was opened before upon another occaſion : 
Hence thoſe whom he ſaves, he ſaves in ſuch a way, 
as may moſt lifr up his own Grace, his Deſign 
therein being, that Grace might reign, \as you have ir 
Rom, 5. 21. Hence you read of his juſtifying the Vn- 
godly, Rom. 4. $. He will have his Grace triumph 
over every Soul whom he ſaves. Now what an cn- 
couragement is this to Faith ? Chriſt not only firs 
upon a Throne of Grace, but alſo his deſign in 
dealing with Sinners, is to-ſer his Grace upon the 


' Throne. Sinner, the more vile and finful thou arr, 
| the more ſuirable ir is ro Chriſt's Deſign to ſave 


thee; for the more vile and ſinful rhou art, the 


| | greater Name and Glory will his Grace getin thine 


Acceptation and Salvarion by him : The more vile 
and finful thou arr, the greater will be the Declara- 
tion of Grace on Chriſt's part in thme Acceptance 


* v and Salvation. O when Chriſt ſhall pardon a Soul 


id guilty,” receiye a Soul ſo final, reconcile a _ 
| at 
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the Souls Eſpouſal to Cl fe 1 IS 
that is ſuch an. Enemy as thou art 3 how will this 
declare the glorious Riches of his Grace, in the 
view both of Men and Angels? This will ſhew farth 
the exceeaing Riches of his Grace gs the expreſlion is, 
Epheſ. 2. 17. And the more vile and ſinful chou arr, 
the greater will be the Admiration of Grace for 
ever on thy part : Where much is forgiven, there 
will be the return of much Love, much Praiſe, 
Luke 7. 47. O who am I (fays the Soul, when once 
received to Mercy, though more than ordinary vile 
and finful) who am 1, that I ſhould find Grace in 
Chriſts ſight ? What, ſuch a Rebel, and yet par- 
don'd? Such an Enemy, and yet reconcil'd ? Such a 
black Devil, and yer waſhr, and made white in the 
Blood of the Lamb ? Such a Fiend of Hell, and yer 
made a Favourite of Heayen ? Such a filthy deform- 
ed Wretch, and yet taken into the pure and lovely 
Boſom of ſweer FESUS ? O Grace, Grace ! How 
rich and free is Grace ? and O what praiſe and Hal- 
lelujahs will there be tuned upon the Tongues and 
Spirits of ſuch to God and the L AM B for eyer ? 
When therefore thou wovTdſt zo to Chriſt, and dif- 
couragements ariſe to keep thee back from him, 
thou ſhouldſt dwell in the thoughts of, and bear up 
thy Soul upon this confideration, reaſoning thus 
with thy ſelf; True, I am a vile Wretch, the chief 
of Sinners, one on all accounts worthy to be ab- 
horred, and caſt off by Chriſt : Bur what then ? 
Chriſt a&ts rowards Sinners, purely from a Prin- 
ciple of Grace and Love ; he regards neither Wor- 
thine(s, nor Unworthineſs ; whether a great Sin- 


; neror a little Sinner, *tis all one to him as to. his 


_ 


accepting of me. Moreover, his Deſign is to crown 
his Grace, and render thar glorious ; and the more 
vileT am, the more rhar Detign of his will rake in 
mine Accepration and Salyacion ; How vile my | 
ce 


4 


fore ſoceverI am, I will caſtmy ſelf upon him, and 
pur infor an Eſpouſal with him. 


6. The fixch Gofpel-Principle, or Encourage- 
menr” of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy 
ſelf upon, and dwell much in the contemplation of, 
1s this: That's the Glory and Perfe&jon of Chriſt, $ 
E- as Mediator, to reccive Sinners, and ro give out 
j himſelf and his Fulneſs tro them, when they come 
ro him. This, if rightly weighed, will mightily | 
help on Faich, and lift che poor Soul over his Diſ- | 
couragements, into the Boſom and Embraces of 
Feſus Chriſt,To underſtand it aright,you muſt know, 
that Chriſt has a two-fold Glory ard Perfeftion | 
_ TheGlory and PerfeRion of his Perſon as he is rhe | 
* Son of God: and the Glory and Perfe&ion of his + | 
- Office, as he is Mediator and Head of rhe Second - {4 

* Covenant. The Glory and Perfetion of his Perſon, 
as the Son of God, that is infinitely compleat and 
fall, rhar admirs neither of diminution nor aug- ; 
mentation, being unchangeably rhe ſame for ever. | 

\ Bar the Glory and PerfeRton of his Office, as Me- |. 
diator, thar 1n a great meaſure ariſes from his res | 
cewing Sinners, and beftowing himſelf and his 

Grace upon them when they come ro him ; and the 
* | more Sinners he receives, and the more Grace he 
-  ; gives our to them, the greater his Glory and Per- | 
% *feftion in chis reſpeR 1s: And it may be truly ſaid, | 

that Chriſt in receiving and giving out Grace to ? 


Sinners, when they come to him, does tncreaſe the 

© - / Revenue of his own'Glory, and more and more 

compleat and perfe& himſeif,as Head and Mediator; | 

Hence the Church 1s called his Pulneſs, Ephel. 1.3. | 

- Ged gave him to be Head over dll things to the Check, £2 ld 

which is his Body, the fullneſs of him that filleth all-in + | 

- al, Now, is the Church is Chriſts Falocks, =_ | 
Ee W% a 1 X [4 


- 
'» 
MX 


UMI 


' 
, 
| 


fn A —_ dt... Ms _ 
* 


.. (may the Soul ſay) I amvile, 


" the Son's Eſponſalto Chrit, 153 
the more that is filled and compleated by his re- 


ceiving Sinners to himſelf, and giving out Grace-to - 
them 3 the more full and complear he himſelf, as - 


to his Mediatory Honour and Perfe&ion, grows : 
Hence alſo Saints are ſaid to be the Glory of Chriſt, 
2 Cor.$.23. As Chriſt alone is their Glory, ſo they 
alſo are his Glory : And how his Glory ? Not.only 
becauſe they do,or ſhould aQually gilorific him, bug 
alſo becauſe he has received them, and laid out his 


Grace upon them”, and it is his Grace only that 


fhines forth in them, - Hence that Obſervation, of 
Cahn upon the place, They (ſays he) that excel mofÞ 


in Grace and Holineſs, they peculiarly are the Glory of 


Chriſt; becauſe they have nothing but by free Gift from 
Chriſt. Kence alſo Chriſt tells us, rhar be is glorified 


in them, John 19.10. And he ſays expreſly, That the 
Ul recetve of his, 


Spirit ſhall glorifie him, becauſe he 
and give it unto us, John 16. 14. By all which ic 
appears, that ris the Glory and Perfe&ion of Chriſt, 
as Mediator, to receive Sjnners coming to him, 
and to beſtow himſclf and his Grace upon them; In 


ſhort, my Beloved, all that ever Chriſt has.done| 
for, and 15 made of God to poor Sinners ; all his}. 
Aas, and all his Offices, as Mediator, do receive | 


their ulrimare PerfeRion in their full Influences on 
us and our Salvation. And as Chrift receives his 
Name and Denomination of a Saviour, from his 
Relation roo,and ating for poor Sinners to redeem 
and fave them; ſo the Perfe&ron of this Office, and 
thoſe ARs of his, do lie in the full accompliſhmenr 


of our Salvation: And indeed, they would all be! 
but vain and weak AQts, ſhould he-not fully fave us! 
coming to him, .O what Encouragement js here to ©. 


Faith, and how muſt Unbelief fipk and die before 
this Confiderarion; if rightly improved ! True, 
z and er 

- ur 
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buc *cis the Honour of Chriſt to receive me ; "cis 

- his Glory to beſtow himſelfand his Grace upon me ; 
*tis his Perfe&ion, as Mediator, to accepr and fave 
me, and ſach as I am. j and therefore why ſhould I 

' be diſcouraged ? I will go to him, and caft my ſelf 
upon him, Thus bear up your Souls upon, and en- 
courage your Faith with thefe Goſpel-Principles, 
which is grearly neceſſary, and will nor a little con- 
duce to an Efpouſal berween Chriſt and you. 


\ .. 4+ Wouldſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chriſt ? 
re take heed of all Jcaloufies of him, and Pre- 


*$ 


judices againſt him ; and be ſure ever ro maintain 
right thoughts of him. One of che great Deſigns of. 
Saran, and one of the moſf curſed workings of Ln-. 
belief, 1s" to prejudice Souls againſt Chriſt, and ro 
gm chem with h hard jealous thoughts of him ; Which 
If they can prevail in, they infallibly keep the Soul 
from clofing with him in a Marriage-covenant. If a 
Woman has Jealoufies and hard Thoughts of a Man, 
and be filled with Prejudices againſt him, ſhe is 
never like to enter ento a Marriage-covenant with 
him. And no more will a Soul cloſe with Chrift in 
a Marriage covenanr,as long as he is filled with hard 
Thoughts of him, and Prejudices againſt him : 
Warch therefore againſt rhis. The Devil,together 
with the undbelief of our own Hearts, will frame up 
a thouſand ſtrange Notions and Reprefenrations of 
Chriſt in rhe Soul, thereby to prejudice us againſt 
Chriſt; but take heed of all rheſe, and be ſure ro 
maintain rightThoughrs and Apprehenſions of him. 
Particularly here take only rwo things. 
' I, Be ſure to maintain honourable Thoughts of 
his Perſon : Look upon him as a Perfon of Glory, 
and as having all Excellencies in him. *Tis the 
Work and: Nature of , Uinbelief, to darken _- ob- 
| - ICUrE 


- *Excellencics to rhee, 2, Be 
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ſcure the Perſon of Chriſt, ro make that appear 


vile and contemprible in the eye of the Soul,where- - | 


by it does effeQually ſtrengrhen ir ſelf within him : 
and indeed; there is nothing more prevalent to keep 
the Soul from Chriſt, than an Ignorance of, or Pre- 
judice agairiſt his Perſonal Worth and Excellencies, 
This was that which made the Jews ſo generally re- 
je& him : They ſaw no Beauty in him for which they 
ſhould deſire himnor did they diſcern Form or Comelineſs | 
in him ; and therefore reje&ed him, Iſa. 53. 1, 2. 
They look'd no further than the outward Form,the 
Veil of his. Fleſh; rhey ſaw not his Divine Beauty 
and Glory, and ſo deſpiſed him. And, my Belo- 
ved, unleſs we look within this Veil, and come to 
view and contemplate him, as a Perſon of Glory; 
we alſo ſhall reje& hiw ro our eternal Perdition. 
Pray obſerve, *tis the Perſon of Chriſt that purs 
Worth and Virtue in all his Doings, and all his 


: Sufferings 3 allhis Ofices,and all his Promiſes : "Tis 


the Worth and Excellency. of his Perſon, that 
ma'es his Blood ſo precious,his Promiſes ſo ſweer, 
his Righteouſneſs ſo glorious, his Grace'ſo efficact- 
ous, his Love ſo endearing : *Tis the Worth and Ex» 
cellency of his Perſon, that gives Authority to all 
the Commands of Faith, and does awe the Heart ra 
Obedience ; and *ris the Worth and Excellency of 
his Perſon thar is one of the moſt powerful Arttra + 
&ives to draw and allure the Hearts —_— 50s of 
Men to him : 1f therefore his Perſon. be underyg- 
Incd, if the Digatty eTGTory of thay be norton 


we are never like to enter mtoa Le many 
with him; Therefore, Soul, if ever thou woul 

be eſpouſed to this Chriſt, always maintain honou- 
rable Thoughts of his Perſon : Behold his Glory,as the 
Glory of the only begotten of the Father', and\ beg him 
moreand more to reveal his Perſonal Worth and . 
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- 2. Be ſure always to maintain good Thoughts © 
kis Ways, ogdom, and Government : Admit-no* 
of one. Jealouſie of Chriſt, as if he were an hard? 
ſevere Husband ; as if he carried ir with Rigour» 
and ſeverity towards his Spouſes : If the Devil and 
Unbelief fail in their other Attempts, then they en- 
deavour to prejudice Souls againſt Chriſt, perſwad- 
ing them that he is an hard Maſter, anauſtere Hus- 
band, that rules with intolerable rigor and ſeveri- 
\ty : Iknow, ſays he in the Goſpel, that thou waſl an 
auſtere man, Met, 25. 244 And hereby the Soul is_ 
ſcared off from Chriſt. . Biit, Soul, as ever thou 
eſpouſed to him, take heed of any ſuch 
Jealoufie of him, or Prejudice againſt him, keep- 
ing up good Thoughts of Him and his Ways, Him 
and his Government ; and be much in contempla- 
ting the ſweerneſs borh of him and his Ways. Is he 
| fevere? Pray where lies his ſeverity ? Does he 
| = to bear his Yoak ! tie does, bat 'c12 an caſe 
; Yoak: Does he enjoyn you to bear his Burthen ? He 
; dees, bur ic is a light Burthen : My Yoak is eaſte, and 
my Burthen 1s light, Mat.t1.29.3%. Does he expeR 
" you ſhould rake rake up the Croſs ? He does,bur it is 
a ſwveer Croſs, a gainful Croſs, an honourable Croſs, 
a Croſs that is inlaid with Love, and overlaid with 
Divine ſweetneſs; a Croſs that has a Crown annext 
"1 ee it, cven # Crown of Life, Rev. 2.10, A Croſs 
+ -{ thar'is a Crown here; for cis ani honour to ſuffer for 
; Chriſt, As 5. 41. And a Croſs that will greaten 
>. and brighren thar our Crown hereafter, Mat. 5. 11, 
* "T2. Bleſſed are ye, when Men ſhall revile you, and 
perſecute you ; for great is your reward in Heaven. Does 
he call you to perform ſuch and ſach ſervices ? He 
docs, bus withal he gives you ſtrength ro perform 
- them, helping your Infirmities by bis good Stirit, Rom. 
_- $-26, and in caſc you fail, and come ſhorr-in mu 
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the Soul's Bſpouſal ro Chriſt. is9 
of what he calls for, What then ? Why then, he 
pities and ſpares you,as « Father doth his Son that ſerv» 
eth him ; he over-looks your Failings and tk 
Mal. 3.15. Can-you do nothing, only you haven 
mind to ſerye him? Why then, he accepts of that wil- 
ling mind according to what you have, and not accord- 
ing to what you have not, 2 Sion 8. 12. When you 
can't pour our a Prayer, a Sigh, a Groan 1s accept» 
| ed by da. Will he have the Throne m you, hi 
ule in your Souls ? He will ; bur this way of ruke 
bt ſweet ; for he rules with Love, and he re- 


rds with Life ; and he gives aThrone for aThrone, 
a Throne in Glory for a Throne in your Souls: 
Whar ſhall I ſay? His ways are all ways of pleaſantnefs, 
and hig paths are all peace, Prov.z 19. And Owhar 
+ pleaſure, whar delight, whar folace and farisfaRtion 
of Soul is there to be found in walking in them! 
In a word; his whole ſervice 1s perfe& Freedpm, 
and there is no true Freedom bur in his Ways and 
Service. *'Tis a great ſaying which I have read in 
one of the Ancients, Who ( fays he) would not Reign? 
But wouldſt thou reign happily ? Serve kind Jeſus, and 
thou ſhalt reign, becauſe to ſerve bim is 'true reigning. 
Thus you ſee, there is no juſt reaſon for hard 
Thoughrs of Chriſt in this reſpe&, but rather rhe 
contrary : Accordingly anſwer,” and throw'off all 
thoſe black reproaches, which the Devil and Unbe-' 
lief caſt upon this good Lord ; and be ſure to mam- 
tain good Thoughts of him, and his Ways, which: _ 
will-not a little conduce to the promoring of an .Y 
 Eſpouſal between him and rhee, 2 
$5, Wouldſt thou indeed be efpouſed ro Chriſt ? 
Then ſtudy and/ contemplate much how infinicely 
grareful and acceptable Chriſt is: Sinners know nor, 
or if they know, they cotifider nor, "who, or whit - 
'Chrift'is ; they -northow ecdtpapte CEO, 
"i. 49. p— 74 
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he is to Souls; and therefore they ſlight him: Hadft 
_ thou known, ſays Chriſt to the Woman, the Gift 

God, and. who it is that ſpeaketh to thee, thou would 

Dave. akt bim, and he would. have given thee living | 
Waters, Joh. 4. 10. Truly did Men know Chriſt, |} 
and his 1nfinire Serene, they would run to | 
. him, and cloſe with him in a Marriage-covenant : 
_Srudy therefore and contemplate this much,thereby 
. poſſeſſing. thy Soul with a deep ſenſe of it. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaking bur of one truth concerning Chriſt, 
tells us, 1t is worthy of all Acceptation, 1 Tim. 1. 16. 4 
, And if ſo, what Accepration muſt Chriſt himſelf, } 
yen Chriſt, with all his Truths,and all his Treaſures 
oth, be worthy of ? And how ſhould our Souls 
_Cleave to him, and take him into our Embraces ? 
\ There are, among others, five things which ſpeak 
-a Good to be eminently grateful and acceptable : 
Worth and Excellency ; Uſefulneſs and Serviceable- | 
nefs ; Suitableneſs and Conveniency; Sweerneſs and ; 
Delight ; Durableneſs and Unchangeableneſs in all; . 
all which are found in Chriſt, who tenders himſelf 
and his Love to us. | 
1.There is worth and Excellency in Chriſt, yea, [ 
incomparable Worth and Excellency. The Apoſtle þ;, 
_—_ of an c—_— Excellency that there is in | 
the knowledg of Chriſt, Phil.3.8. Now the know- 
ledg of Chriſt is ſo excellent, becauſe Chriſt 1s 
excellent : Chriſt indeed is all Worth, all Excel- 
lency : He is an infinit Ocean of Beaury and Glory; 
he is the chiefeft among ten thouſand,and altogether I1ve- 
ly; Cant. 5. 10,16, All Excellencies dwell in him, 
asin their proper Founcain 3 and rhey all meer and 
are united in him, as: Lines in their proper Centre. 
| Some Beauty, ſome Excellencies you find ſcattered 
+ > Uupand down among the Creatures ,; the Saints, and 


| Angels, the Sup, dogn, and Stats, and the ike : ph 
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| But alas ! *tjs ſcartered, and ris ſcarrered- but here 


and there a drop; burin Chriſt you have all Beauty, 
all Worth,all Excellency in a bleſſed Union and con- 
juntion:; You have all in one, and that anchangea- 
bly.O what a Portion is Chriſt (ſays one); O chat the 
Saints would dig deeper into the Treaſures of his 
Wifdom and Excellencies. Truly is ſweer dig- 
ging there ; and chere, In ſome ſort, there will be 
room for digging to all Eternity ; for even through - 
Erernicy. new ' Wonders of Glory will ariſe, new. 
Beauties and Excellencies will appear, and ſhine 
forth in Chriſt. Whar ſhall I ſay ? He has in himall 
the Excellencies of both Worlds; and 1s indeed 
defervedly the Wonder of both : In him there is a 
confluence of all the lovely Propertics,the drawing 
Attributes,che raviſhing Beauries,the bright ſhini 
and Glorious PerfeRions .of . the infinirely , Ble 
Deity : Hence, ſays he, all that the Father hath, is 
mine ; which may be underſtood of his Divine Per- 
fetions, John 16. 1s. Hence alſo he 1s ſaid to be 


5 more {ſays he) that there ſhoutd be ſuch an one 
#25 Chri Jeſus ſo boundleſs, ſo bortomileſs, {o in 


»lofe her Jove (fays bs 5 5 will 59x be 

apon his lovely one.. 

<2; There 15 ufefalne and ferviceableneſs in 
Chriſt, As Chriſt is a Perſon of the higheſt Excel- 
lency, ſo of rhe greareſt and moſt -abfolure Need, 
Uſe and Service co poor Souls : Indeed he 1s the one 
medfulGood, Luk.10.42. Chriſt is ſo much need- 
ed by,and of fo much uſe and ſervicero poor Souls, 
thar they can't poſſibly do well and be happy wirh- 
our him. Pray confider we provoke God, and he 
is angry with us; and by Chriſt alone 'tis, that we 


 yereive the Atonements, Rom. $5. 11. We Sin, and 


Toad our ſelves with Guilt; and by Chriſt alone 'ris, 
thar we are'or can be diſcharged (from it : In him 
bave we redemption through bis Blood, even the forgroe- 
neſs of fins, Eph.1.7.We have an hard and i impenitent 
Hearr, an Heart thar cannor repent ; and'by Chrift, 

and- Chrift alone *ris, that we can obtain repen- 
Tance,he being exalted to grve repentance unto Iſrael, as 
well as remi of "frns, AQ. 5. 31, Weare at a 
dreadful diſtance'from'God : a far off (as the Scrip- 
rure ſpeaks? and by Chriſt and him alone 'tis, rhar 
we are maile nigh, What ſhall I ſay? The beſt of 
Saints,as well asrhe worſt of Sinners,have arrabſolure 
necd of Chrift;and he 1s -y daily uſc and fervice to 
them 3 neither can th be ons day, or one houf 
without hirj 1: Indeed? he 5: heir Life, and 'with- 


hh out hin HhicpSfore they UteQcad-and undone;as well 


w-orhers: without himthey can do nothing, Tohi-n 5x. 
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> - the SouPs Eſpouſal to'Chriſ. 
for them 3 without him they would yet fall ſhore 
of the Eternal Reſt, and would make ſhip-wrack of. 


i » - 


Faith, Souls, and all for ever. Without him nek 


ther Saints, nor Sinners can have any acceſs to God, 
any entercourſe or communion with him,in which, - 


notwithſtanding, the whole of our happineſs, both 
in time andeterniry, lies. I am the Way, (ſays he) 
and no man cometh to the Father but by me, Joh.14.6< 


And through him, ſays the Apoſtle, we have acceſs unts | 


the Father by one Sfirit, Eph. 2. 18. Without him 
we could have'no peace with God ; for he alone is 
our Peace, Eph. 2. 14. And having peace with God), 
without him we could not maintain our Peace one 
hour, ir being he alone that 1s our Advocate and Pro- 
pitiation with the Father, 1 Joh. 2, 1, 2. Thus he 1s 
every way moſt needful, and moſt uſeful to Erernal 
Souls. O how grateful, how acceptable then 1s he, 
and ought he to be to us! 
3. There is ſuitableneſs and conveniency alſo in 
Chriſt to the Souls of Men : The ſuitableneſs and 
conveniency of any Good renders it acceptable ta 
us. How acceptable 1s Bread to an hungry Man, 
becauſe a Good ſuitable ro him ? How acceptable. is 
Drink toa thirſty Man, becauſe a Good ſuitable ro 
him? Now there is an admirable ſuitableneſs and 
conveniency-in Chriſt to the Souls of Men, and. 
that in all che caſes of them : Why then ſhould he 
not be acceptable to them ? One (Tremg mr, re- 
preſents the ſuirableneſs of 'Chriſt to the (bd 
wants of Sinners thus; the whole Perſon, Nature,and 
Offices of Chriſt (ſays he) are ſo ſuired and pro- 
porrioned. to all the variety of Needs in us, t 
cay are as a Rey for _a Lock, there. is. Ward for 
ard, every thing done in the Key ſuitable to rh 


\ Lock: and indeed fo 'tis here, Chriſt and his Ful-, 
refs being cxaRly ſuired jo. us and our Wants: We 
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F  arefick; an@fick ro Death, and Chriſt is a Phyſician, || * 
Mat. 9.12, And what more ſuitable to ' the fick þ 
than a Phyfician ? We are ſinful, and ſinful to Dam- | 5 
- ation; we are loſt Sinners,and Chriſt is a Saviour ; 5 
 Þ | and who, or what more ſuitable to loſt Sinnerg than 4 
; | a Saviour ? We are poor Captives, the Captives of bf 
Sin and Satan, in bondage to Dearth and the Curfe; Þ Þ 
and Chriſt is a Redeemer ; and who or what more r 
fuirable ro Captives than a Redeemer ? We are n 
under the Tyranny and Uſurpation of many mighty & 
powerful Luſts, Luſts that are impoſing upon us fi 
every Hour; and we are no ways ableto deal with p 
* chem, Bur Chriſt is a grear and puiffantKing,who So 
; Ean ſubdue all, and whoſe Arrows ſhall be ſharp in f 
the Hearts of all his and our Enemies ; and whar P 
more ſuitable to Perſons in ſach a circumſtance than h 
fuch a King ? We are Dead, and Chriſt is Life; and YFY' 7 
what more ſuitable for the Dead than Life ? We 1 
are poor and miſerable, and Chriſt is Gold to en- c, 
rich us. Are we naked ? Chriſt is Cloathing for us. - 
Arewe blind ? He is Eye-falve for us: Are we in 21 
Priſon? He is Liberty : Are we Hungry ? Hefs p 
>, Bread: Are we Thirſty ? He is the Warer of Life , ſ 
which thoſe that drink of, ſhall never rhieſt : Are Fi 
we troubled? He is Reft : Are we drooping and de- T 
ſponding ? He is the Conſolation of Iſrael : Are we _ 
bewilder'd ? He is a Guide: Are we born down in it 
/ our ſpirizudſ Conflias ? He is the Caprain of” our Þ 2 
; Salvation, who will fight for us. O-how ſuitable F 5; 
\ every way is Chriſt to Souls, and being ſo ſaitable, KF 1; 
why ſhou!d he not be acceptable to as : Poor Sin- $ 
ner! is there any in Heaven or Earth that wit ſo to 
ſair and anſwer the various Wants andCates'#f thy . Þ 
Soul, as Chrift does and will? Why then ſhoaldit Bi 
- . the not account him worthy of all accepration ? - We. & 
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4. There is ſweetneſs and delight in Chriſt :T#a5 - * 


hit-ſua quemque voluptas, (ſays the Poer) every one 
is drawn and-allur'd by pleaſure and delight. Whar 
. bs jt thar makes Sin, that curſed thing Sin, caring i 


MS oP 


ful and cccepnifty rous ? Is there any ſo of ed « fo 
pleaſant, ſo delightful as he? He 1s a Fountain of 
- Sweetneſ:, as well as Excellency. 1 find him ſo 
ſweet ſays an Holy Man, ſpeaking of Chriſt) that 
my Love, ſuppoſe T would charge it to remove from 
him, it would mot obey me. How ſweer 1s his Love! 
Thy Love is better than Wine, ſays the Spouſe, Cant. 


I. 2. Tits is that beft Wine which gv1eth down ſweetly, © 


7 


cauſing the Lips of thoſe that are aſleep to ſpeak , Cant. 
7.9. Yea,this is that will cauſe a dead Man to ſpeak /! 
and live,as an Holy Man ſpeaks concerning it. Ex- ' 
perienced Souls will tell you,.that there is more. 
ſWeernels"in one deſcent of Love from Chrift, than 


in all the"delipFts of Sin and the Creature, This 


55 that which Tweetens the ſharpeſt AﬀMi&ion 3 yea, 
-- this 1s that, and that alone, which ſweerens Death 
it ſc]f,and enables the Soul truly to triumph over it, 
Rom.8. latterend, O the (weet bathing that there 15 


| in the Fountain of Chriſts Love | How ſweet are' 


his Fruits.? 7 ſat down under his Shadow, ſays the 
Spouſe, wity great Helight, and his Fruits were ſweet 
to my taſie, 'Cant.2.'2, 'By Fruits, I underſtand the 
 Purc 


© cation, and Holinefs, acceptance with 
4 i Jo Torierns theſe! How Plating 
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aſe of his Blood,” and che Effetts of his Love; 
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are theſe ! Witch what ſolace and ſatisfa&tion may a 
believing Soul feed and feaft himſelf upon theſe ! 
How ſweet 1s his Preſence, Entercourſe, and Com- 
munion with him! This made the Spouſe to be glad, 
and rejoice in him, Cant.1.4. This indeed {ets the Soul 
down at the very Gate of Heaven, where he ſays, 
is good to be here, *Tis a bleſſed Exclamarion 
which I-find one of the Ancients break out into ; 0 
how good, and how ſweet ! 0 how good and how plea- 
fant us it, to dwell with thee, moſt ſweet Jeſus ; to con- 
verſe with thee,to reveal the concerns of our Souls to thee, 
end to enjoy thy Conſolations / And again elſewhere ; 
O thou moſt ſweet and moſt loving Feſus, how ſweet is 
#t to think of thee ! for while we are ſpeaking and 
thinking of thee, thou art ſweetly preſent with us, and 
our Souls are filled with delight in the Odours of thine 
Ointments, And yet once more z O Lord,when at any 
time I partake in this Foy, (fpeaking of the Joy of 
. Communion with him) I cry ozt, Lord,'tis good to be 
\ bere;let us build three Tabernacles here,one for Faith,one 
for Hope,one for Love. And indeed who 1s there that 

nows what Communion with Chriſt means, thar 
does not find an incomparable ſweerneſs, ſolace and 
farisfation in it ? This 1s that which fills ſome wich 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, even here ; and 
this is that which will be the Joy and Delight of 
/ Heaven for ever : Every way Chriſt is a very Field 
\ of Pleaſure,a very Paradiſe of Joy,and a very Foun- 
'rain of Delight : O why, why then ſhould he nor 
\ be more graceful and acceptable to us ? 
'* -- 5. There is durableneſs and unchangeableneſs jn 
_ Chrift 5 which being added to all rhe former,renders 
Him even infinirely the more grateful and acceprta- 
| be; poſſibly ſome worth,ſome uſefulneſs, ſome ſui- 
. Aableneſs, ſome {ſweetneſs and delight there may be 
found in the Creature, and Crenenre-BjoJmenas 5 


G—e—_—_— 


Ds 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 16g 
but alas, this allays the acceprableneſs of all, that 
*ris all fading, dying, and changing : and indeed, 
whatever 1s ſhorr, and bur for a ſeaſon, can't chal- 
lenge any great acceptarion. But now, Chriſt he is 
hſting, durable; and unchangeable 3 He # the ſame 
yeſterday,to day,and for ever,Heb.13.8. What he was, 
he is,and whar he is,he always will be ; he was moſt 
exccllenr, moſt uſeful, moſt ſuitable,moſt ſweer and 
delightful ro Souls; and ſo he is, andalways will be, 
He s as one of the Ancients ſpeaks of him ) i immu- 
table, he changes all things,but is himſelf unchangeable,ne« 
ucr new,never old, Hence alſo Chriſthimſclf rells us, 
Thar he is the Alpha and Omegazhe that was,and k,and 
is to come, Rev.1.8. He is ever the ſame in Love, in 
Beaury,in Fulneſs,in Faithfulneſs, and in-all his De- 
firableneſfſes. And O how grateful and acceptable 
does this render him ! All our Enjoyments here be- 
low fade and change ; yea, we our (elves change 5 
Changes and War are upon us,as Fob ſpeaks ; yea,ſome 
of us are daily waiting for our laſt and great change: 
Bur O ! bleſſed be God,Chriſt fades not,Chriſt chan- 
ges not : What he was to,and what he has done for 
ouls formerly, that he 1s to.and that he can do for _ 
Souls now ; yea,and that he will be to,and will be 
able ro—do for Souls hereafrer : for he 1s ſtill ro 
come 3 as he was and is, ſo he 1s to come, which is 


a ſweer ward, Poor Soul, hitherto it may be thou” 


haſt gone along through thy Work and Warfare 
with ſome comfort and courage ; bur that which 
damps and terrifies thee,1s the apprehenſion of whar 
may be to come.O fayeſt thou,the Trials thar are ro 
come, the Difficulties that are ro come, the Tempta- 
tions that are tro come, the Storms and Tempeſts 
that are to come! Well, Soul,for thy Encouragement 
under all, know, that whatever is to come Chriſt is. 
to come too. Are there Trials to come ? Chriſt 15 to 
: H 3 come 
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come roo: Are there Difficulties and Temptations 
to come ? Chriſt is to come too : Are there Srorms 
and Tempeſts ro come ? Chriſt js to come too : And 

_- . while Chriſt js to come, fear not, only cloſe with 

-, kim ina Marriage-covenant, and make him thine, pi 
then come whar will come, come what can come, 
all will be well, Thus Chrift is every way accep- $ 

- _rable, and infinitely acceptable ; and as ever, Soul, | 

2» thou wouldſt be indeed eſpouſed ro him,dwell much 

in the ſtudy and contemplation of his Acceprable- 

{\neſs: labour to be pofſeſt with a deep and daily 

| ; renewed ſenſe of it, which will ſweetly draw and ' 

{allure thy Soul to him. 

VI. Wouldit chou indeed be eſpouſed ro Chriſt ? 

then be ſure that thou pircheſt chy Faith aright vp- L 


Po 


on him, and cloſeſt in effe&ually with him in a way 
of believing.'Tis Faith that is both the great uniting, 
and the great intereſting Grace 3 it unites us to }. 
Chriſt, and.jntereſts us in Chriſt: Tis that, as has 
been formerly declared and evinced,that purs Chriſt 
. and rhe Soul into the boſom and embraces of each 
other Love,and by which the Marriage-knot 15 tied V 
between them. If ever therefore thou wouldft be 
indeed eſpouſed unto him, look well ro thy Faith, 
ſee that thou doſt pitch that aright upon him, clo- 
fing with him,and embracing of him ; nor by haives, 
| butthrovghly; nor feignedly, bur ihrimately and 
cordially. Bur here foie may ſay, How may wedo 
to pirch our Faith aright upon Chriſt, (o as ro ger 
Conjugal-Union and Communion with him ? Three 
echings muſt be done in order hereunto, which | 
defire you to look well to. . 
f. See that you wholly quir and renounce your 
> ſelves. Pls | 
- NE. Labour co get a right Notion and Appre- 
henftan of Chriſt, 3 1 
| HI.Be 
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the Sonl's Eſpouſal to Chriſt. "$7 © 
IH. Be ſure ro-make a right choice of him? - 

- being (o- apprehended. Y 
' 1, Would you pitch your Faith aright upon Chrift, 
and be indecd eſpouſed tohim ? Then ſee that you 


wholly quir and renounce your ſelves: Self and be- | 
| lieving are at the utmoit diſtance from, and.enmity 
{ with each other thar 1s imaginable z they are irre- 


concilably oppoſite to each other 3 and where Faith 
rakes place, there Self vaniſhes and diesaway, and 
that in all its Notions, and with all is accgmpliſh- 
merits, Hence, ſays Chriſt, 1f any Man will come after 
me.belteve on me,be eſpouſed to me,let him deny him- 
ſe!f;,Mar.16.24.Let him deny bimſelf,rendunce himſelf, 
£9 out of himſelf,lct Self become nothing with him. 
And indeed,the Soul that believes in Chriſt, does go 
quire our of himſelf,he ſees and feels himſelf to be a 
cor empty Nothing in all reſpeQs;he ſees and finds 
11s Strength to be Weakneſs; his Wiſdom, Follyzhis 
Beaury;Blackneſs:3 his Righteouſneſs, Sin z his Al, | 
nothing : And thus muſt we, if ever we indeed be- 
lieve and get Union with Chriſt.O my Beloved,one 
of rhe great things which ſtands berween Faith and 
us, Chriſt and us, is Self : This indeed is the Soul's 
Darling, the firſt Born (as one calls it) of his Love 
and Delighrs,and_he is loth to part with 1t;bur part 
with it he muſt, and renounce it he muſt, or he can 
never believe 1r aright, gor 1s he ever like to bave 
any part or lot in Chriſt : every ſtep out of Self, is 
a ftep towards Chrift, ard Faith in Chriſt 3 and we 
muſt be divorced from the one, if ever we be mar- 
ried to the other : Particularly, you muſt quir and 
renounce Self, eſpecially in this three fold Notion 


'Self-Will, Self worth, Self-Intereſt. 


t, You muſt quir and renounce Self-will. He that 


* indeed beiicves, muft.in a fort have no Will of his. 
- own, bur his Will muſt be wholly melted or re- 
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© . igned up into rhe Will of Chriſt: Hence the Church 
15 ſaid to be ſubjeF unto Chriſt ,Eph.5.24. We arc apt 
to live jn out own Wills, and are exceeding fond 
of, and ſer upon having our Wills, and chat how 
croſs and contrary ſcever they be to che Will of 
Chriſt : Bur if ever we believe ſo as to ger Union 
with Chriſt,our ſtubborn Wills muft bow,cur proud 
Wills muſt down, and muſt in all chings,as much as 
15s poſſible, be referred and refigned into Chriſt's 
W1ll : and gbod reaſon, for his Will is the Rule of 
Goodneſs, as well as firſt cauſe of ail things : we 
muſt not think co ſay we are Lords, but we muſt 
_ bow ro Chriſt as the great and only Lord. 

2. You muſt quic and renounce Self-worth, Self- 
Rizhteouſneſs; you muſt renounce all Worth and Righs 
tenſn-ſF of your own in point of Fuſtification and Ac- 
ceptation with God, *'Tis a great word which I ſhall 


— <——. 


from Chriſt and believing : And the truth is, my 
Soul, and rhar ece of Self are marvelouſly loth to 
quir and Tenouncey and itideed "cis oftentimes fo 
Painred,.and, as it were, ſpirirualiz'd, ated with fo 
much ſtare,and ſcr out with ſo many Ornaments, that 
\ 1r would make any one in love wirh ir. Bur yer this 
Idol, ſo dear as 'cis to the Soul,muſt be denyed and 
renounced ; this Darling maſt be caſt off, and rhar 
with loathing and abomination in reſpe& of Soul- 
Taving, if ever you believe,and are unitcd ro Chriſt. 
And the Soul that indeed does believe, looks upon 
himſelf ro be the pooreſt,deſpicableſt, and undoneſt 
Creature in the World norwirhſtanding -- he 

uy © INrOWS 
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throws away,not only this Rags,but his Robes too,all .. 
his Priviledges, all his Performances all his moral 
EZcellencies and Atrainmenrs,as to a dependance up- 
on them for Life and Salvation ; as you know Pauf - 
did,Phil.3.8,g. of which more hereafrer.The Soul's : 
Language in the Work of Believing, is ſuch as this; 
| T am a poor, vile, empry Nothiag in my ſelf; I am 
| nothing, can do nothing, and I deſerve nothing; I 
| am nothing bur Sin,I can do nothing but oftend and 
\ provoke God, and I deſerve nothing bur frowns and 
\dearh from him. If ever I be ſaved, 'cis free Grace 
muſt ſave me; If ever I find Favour in Gods ſight, 
ic muft be purely from Grace in Chriſt.Alas !I have 
walked contrary to God all may days; my Heart & Life. 
both have been full of Enmity and Provocation a- 
gainſt him,and my very Duries are damning,rny beſt 
righteouſneſs being as filthy Rags, [(a.64.6.And indeed, 
rill it comes to this with us, we are like to remain 
Strangers to Chriſt,and Faith in Chriſt. I ſhall only 
ſay this furher as to this particular, That no Men 
in the World are further off from Chriſt,and Union - 
with him through believing, than ſuch as truſt al 


their own Worth,in their own Righteouſneſs.Chriſt | 
himſelf cells us, That Publicans and Harlots do enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven before ſuch, Mat.21. gl. 
3.You muſt quir and renounce Self-Intereſt ; that 
15 ro ſay, you muſt be at a parting point with all, 
you muſc be:willing'to forego all your outward Inte= 
reſts and Concerns for Chriſt, when he calls you to 
it, thinking nothing too much or too good for him: 
This Chriſt is expreſs in, Mat.10.37. He that loverh 
| Father or Mither more than me,is not worthy of me: 4nd, 
he that loveth Son or Daughter more than me,is not wor= © 
thy of me. And again, Luk.14.33. Whoſoever he be of . 
you, that forſaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
- Piſciple.ln a wordzthe meaning is nor, -rhar all char 
UNS H 5 come 
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Come to Chriſt,muſt aually forſake all thoſe things, 
and deny themſclves as ro. the enz2yment of rhem : 
Bur the meaning is,( firſt) that we muſt have a very 


 diminurive love for theſe in compariſon of Thrift. 


An41 (ſecondly char we muſt be ar a parting point 
wich all for Chriſt's ſake, and at Chriſt's call. And 
txuly,*tis but reaſon we ſhould be ſo; he that attual: 


; 1y parted with ſo much for ug;does highly deſerve 
\ tar 


we ſhould be 1n a readineſs to part with our lir- 


\ tle All for him. Thus muſt wholly quir and re- 


nounce our ſelves, if we would indeed believe and 
have Union with Chriit. 
- It. Would you pitch your Faith aright upon 


- Chriſt,and be indeed eſpoufed to him ? then labour 


40 ger 4 righe Notion and Apprehenfion of him, as 
rhe great Obje& of Faith, One great Reaſon why 
many fail and mifearry in their Faith, and ſo fall 
thorr of Chriſt, is their ignorance of him 3 they have 
nor a right Notion and Apprehenſion of Chriſt, as 
the great Obje& of Faith 3 and indeed,unleſs Chriſt 
be rightly known and apprehended by us, we are 
never like topitch our Faith aright upon him : Xow. 
fball they believe ((ays the ApoſtleVin him ,of whom they 
have not heard? Rom. 40. 14. How ſhall they belteve ? 
7. e. Men cannor believe aright,on one that has nor 
-beent reveal'd and made known to them : a blind, 
tenorant Faith is never like to reach Union and Com- 
munion with Chriſt 3 and, my Beloved,if we would 
believe aright on Chriſt, we muſt know him arighr, 
and apprehend him arighr. . Faith, in Scripture, 1s 
fomerimes expreſt by Knowledg, 7chn 17..'3. Nor 
that Knowledg alone is all that is requitire ro Faith 
bue ir notes thus much to. us,- that the Knowledg of 


"Chriſt is ſuch a Requiſire to belteving,thar there can 


be rio true believing withour ir. Hence alſo Chriſt 


tyeaks of ſeeing the Son, and believing on bit. 3 = ; 
FIT , @ | 
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the Soul*s Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 17x © 
before beljeving, and ſeeing in order to believing :* * 
TS it of him that feb me,That whoſever ſeeth 
the Son, and believeth on him, fhould have everlaſting - 
Life, Joh.6. 4o.By ſeeing the Son, here we are to un- . 
\derfiand the true Knowledg of Chriſt, Hence alfo 
they that come to Chriſt, and believe ſavingly on 
himzare ſaid,in order cthereunto, ts be tavght of God, 


__ ad 


he is revealed and offered in the Goſpel : Parricu- 
larly. | 
t. View and apprehend him in his Godhead and 
Divine Nature. /The Goſpel reveals him in his Di- 
vinity, it propcunds him to our Faith, as God, the 
true God, the great God, the mighty God, God over all 
And thus ſhoul:4 Faith eye andapprehend him ; thus: 
Thons his Fa'kth apprehended him, when he faid, 
My Lord,and 1ny God, John 20.28. And indeed no- 
thing but a G odhead, an infinire,erernal,unchanges... 
| able Godhead, 1s a Foundation ſtrong enough for 
| Faich to buil:] upon. | 
2, View and apprehend him in his Perſona[Rela- * 
tion 3 not onl;} as God,but alſo as God the Son, and 
ſo as diſtinguiſh from theſFather.Thus the Goſpel 
reveals and pr$#pounds him to our Faith 3 and thus *? 
alſo ſhould ory Faith view and apprehend him.Thus-* 
Peters Fait) with the reſt in whoſe Name he ſpake, 
did eye an 4 apprehend him ; Joh.6.69.We 7elzeve, 
and are ſue (aid he) that thou art that Chrift, the Soh 
of the living God. There is a diſtin& Honour due ro 
yi <4 
A 4 every 


4 
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- every Perſon in the Sacred Trinity 3 and the more 
* diſtinly. our Faith eyes and apprehends Chiſt in 
- his Perſonal Relation;\s Son, the more compleat it 
ws, and the more it giycs. him the honour of that Re- 
[10N, Sy 
3. View and 2pprehend\him in his Humanity, or 
* as the Son of God incarnate. The Goſpel reveals 
' - and propounds Chriſt as the Obje& of Faith to usz 
not fimply as God, and as God the Son,but as God 
. the Son incarnare,as the Word made Fleſh, John 1.14. 
Or, as God manifeſted in the Fleſh, 1 Tim.3.16. As 
having taken Humane Natur« into Perſonal Union 
with himſelf, and ſo is both God and Man in on? 
Perfon.; and thus alſo ſhould Faith eye and appre- 
hend him : Tou-believe in God ſays he, belizve alſo tn 
me, Fob.1. 14. gence alſo he ſy'taks ſo often of eating 
bis Fleſh, and drinking his Blood ; and of giving his 6 
* fleſh for the Life of the World : and} wirhal tells us,that 
bis fleſh s Meat indeed.and bis Bl>od #s Drink indeed, 
Joh.6.51,53,54,5 5, 56. By all which he figniftes to 
- us, that our Faich muſt reſpe& an.1 apprehend him 
as Manas well as God ; as the Son: Incarnate 3 and 
indeed thus he is the next and moſt immediate Ob- 
ze of Faith. The Godhead or Divinity,is the ulri- 
mate ObjeR of Faith ; bur Chriſt,the: Son incarnate, 
35 the next and moſt immediate Ol ye& of Faith : 
” -- Hence we are (aid by him to believe in God,1 Pet 1.21, 
Faith firſt eyes Chriſt as Man,or the Son incarnate, 
and by him comes ultimatly to Obir& ir ſeif upon 
God. The Humanity is Fanua ad I'jvinitatem, (as F 
one ſpeaks of ir) a Gate to the Diviniyy,that by which 
our Faith paſſes ro the Godhead, And (as a great {/ 
Divine ſpeaks ) he that comes not to Chri,4 as Man, ſhall þ 
J 


never come to him as God, The truth 1s, iF8irh cannot 
deal with God immediatly,bur as God clvched wich 
Qur Nature | 


| the SouPs Eſpouſal f0 Chriſt. 173 
4. View and apprehend him in his Office 'of Me= 2 
| diatorſhip.The Goſpel reveals and propounds Chriſt 
to our Faith in his Office, ir propounds and reveals 
7 him as Chriſt, as the true Meſſiab and Saviour of the 
| World ; as one ſeal'd, ſent, and anointed by the Fa- 
ther for the redemption: of loſt Souls : and thus alfo 
ſhould Faith eye and apprehend him. So alſo did 
Peter's Faith apprehend him:Thou art Chriſi({ (ays he 
the Son of the Ltving God, Mat. 16.16. Hence we read 
of believing that Feſus is the Chriſt, 1 Joh 5.1. Hence 
alſo Chriſt tells rhe-Jews,f ye beliere nt that T am he, 
ye ſhall die in your ſins, Joh. 8.24. If ye believe not 
that I am hezi.e. that I am the Meſſiah,the Chriſt;the 
Saviour that was promiſed, O ! Faith is ſhort of 
that Notion it ſhould have of Chriſt, unleſs ir rhus 
eyes him in his Office. | 
6 s.View and apprehend him in his infinice Ability 
and Sufficiency for the diſchare of his Oiice. The 
Goſpel reveals and propounds him to our Faith, 
on2 able to ſave to the very uttermoſt z and acoordingly 
ſhould our Faith eye and apprehend him, Heb.7.28., 
It reveals him indeed5orh as an only and all-ſufficte 
ent Saviour: As an only Saviour ; LZ19% unro me,and be 
ſaved, all ye ends of the Earth; for T am God,and there 
# none beſides me, lſa.45.22.Neither is there Salvation - © | 
in any other ; nor is there any other Name givenunder Hea- | 
ven, whereby we may beſaved but his only, AQts 4. 12. 
| And as an all-ſufficicnt Sayiour ; My Fleſh is Meat in- 
aeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed, (ſays he); and 
F. » be thateateth me,even he ſhal live by me, Joh.6.5 5/99 
Ic reveals him tn the infinite virtue of his Blood, the 
i inexhauſtible fulneſs of his Grace.the complearneſs 
| of his Obedience,the excellency of hisRighteoulhels, 
the perfection of his. Satisfation, and che like 3and 
; thus ſhould our Faith eye and apprehend him. - O 
labour for ſuch a Notion and Apprehenſion of Chrifd 
aS 


_ 


| as this 1s ; as ever you would believe aright,and ht 

©] indeed eſpouſed ro Chriſt,labour for a ſound, clear, | | 

- |} diſtin& knowledg of him, as the great Obje&t of 

- -| Faith : Pray much for a Spirit of Wiſdom and Revela- 
 Fion in-the knowledg of him; that was the Apoſtle's 
Prayer for the Epheſians in this caſe, Epheſ. 1. 7.and 
ler it be yours for your ſelves, 6 
; THI. Would you pitch your Faith aright upon 
Chriſt, and be indeed eſpouſed to him ? Then be 
fure ro make a right choice or ele&ion of him, be- 
- ng thus known and apprehended. To have a righc 
Notion and Apprehenſton of Chriſt, 1s good and 
necefſary, in order to union with him by believing z 
but *ris nor enough ; know Chriſt being known and 
apprehended, muſt alſo be choſen and embraced by 
us, and that as he is revealed and offered in the | 
Goſpel. To know and apprehend Chriſt, is. am. 
A&.of the Mind or Underitatiding;z but to ciu(e 
and embrace Chriſt, is an At of the Will and Af-. 
fetions; and tho-Faith has irs'rife and inchoarion 
The Mind, yer its complement and perſecion it- 
 has'in the will and AﬀeRions ; rheſe likeing,chuſing 
-and embracing of him;,and thar in a way ſuitable to 
what the ; «up ſees and apprehends concerning 

; him; and this muſt be addeq to the former, or 
there is no right believing, and ſono Conjugal-Uni- 
,on-and Communion with Chriſt : Hence that of the 

| Apoſtle, With the heart Man believeth unto Rightrouſ- 

, © | neſs, Rom. 10.10, True believing then is with the 
Heart. : Now by the Heart here, as alſo generally 
elſewhere in Scripture, 1s meant the Will and Af- 

ions 3 accordingly ro believe with the Hearr, is 

- for the Will and affections to-chuſe and embrace 
Chriſt, as he is revealed and offered in the Goſpel : 
this is called a receiving of Chrift, John 1. 12. We 

receive Chriſt iaro our Wills, when we chuſc _ 
4” 'all 
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and adhere to him for Life and Salvation 5. and we A 


receive him into our Aﬀe£ions, when we love him, 
defire him,and'delight in him;z and this is believing: 


To believe, ſays Calvin, is nothing elſe but to chuſe and 


embrace Chriſt with a ſincere affefion of mind, as be is 
reveal'd and offer'd in the Goſpel : And this indeed is 
the great vital A& of Faith, and that whereby our 
Conjugal-Union andCommunion with Chriſt is more 
eſpecially brought abour : This is that which makes 
-Chriſt ours, and puts us into the poſſeſſion of him : 
Mary, ſays Chriſt, has choſen the better part, which 
ſhall never be taken ſrom her, Luke 10.42, She had 
choſen Chriſt, and her choice of him had made 
him her own, and ſo her own, as that ſhe could ne- 
ver loſe him, never be deprived of him. Indeed 
a right choice of Chriſt makes him ours, 1t unites 
us to him, and intereſts us in him for ever. A little 


further ro help you in this bufineſs ; know that a . 


right choice of Chriſt is accompliſh'd by rthefe 
three ſteps. 

1.The Soul apprehending Chriſt (as before) likes 
him, and approves of him as the belt and molt ſuir- 
able Saviour, the moſt lovely and deſirable Obje& 
in Heaven or Earth : The Soul ſays of - Chriſt, -as 
they did- of the Land of Canazn, Nuatb. 14. 7. 
The Land (ſay they ) # an exceeding good Land ; $0 
this Chritt, ſays the Soul, is an exceeding good 
Chriſt, . rhis Saviour is an excceding good Saviour 3 
there's none like him, there's ro Beauty like his 
Beauty, no Blood like his Blood,no Fulneſs like his 
Fulneſs, no Love lize his Love. 

2. The Soul defires him, and longs afrer him,and 
tharwich @ ſtrong, ardene, and vigorous affeQion : 
This is call'd dungring and thirfting after Chrift, Mart. g. 
6.” The Soul ſeeing Chriſt, and approving of him, 
longingly cries out 3 © a Chriſt, a Chriſt ! O-char 

;this good Chriſt were mine !. ' 3, The 
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E:. 3. The Scul is by Grace ſweetly and powerfully 


derermined upon Chrift ; ſo as aQually to make a 
ſolemn and deliberate choice of him ; ſingling him 


Eſt and moſt deſirable Good, and moſt worrhy of 


now pirches his choice upon Chriſt to be his Head 
and Husband, his Lord and Saviour ; his Reſt, his 
Treaſure, his Happineſs, his All for ever. Now by 
theſe ſteps, ſee that you come up to make a righr 
choice of Chriſt ; be ſure that you like him, and 
approve of him, as the beſt and moſt defirable Obje&t 
-1n Heaven or Earth : Truly if you view him arighr 
' you can't bur like dns 
See thar the defire of your Souls be indeed towards 
him above all others : View him, till you fall in 
Love with him, yea, till you fall fick of Love for 
him; and be ſure nor_to reſt, till you-gert your 
Wills Iweetly and powerfully derermined upon him, 
ſo derermined upon him, as to mike a free, ſolemn, 
liberate choice of him, pafling by all other Lovers, 
and making him alone into the boſom and embraces 
.of your Faith and Love, Now that you may be 
fure to make axight choice of Chriſt, ſuch a choice 
of Chriſt as may keep lim yours, and rie the Mar- 
riage-Knort. between him and vou, obſerve herein 
theſe five or (1x great Rules. 

1. Be ſure that you -chuſe and embrace Chriſt 
himſelf,and not ſomewhar elſe 1nſtead of him. *Tis 
a great and awakening faying which a worthy Di- 
vine has : Many now, ſays he, take Chrift by gueſs : 
dut be ſure that it be he, and only be whom ye embrace : 
his ſweet Smell, his lovely Voice, his Face, his gra- 
.cious working in the Soul, will ſaon tell if it be he or no, 
- So ſay Ibe ſure char ir be he; many miſtake the 
Ovjea, they cloſe with -ſoniewhas elſe inſtead, of 


{pxfrom al other things in Heaven and Earth,as rhe. 


- his deareſt and moſt intimate embraces. The Soul” 


approve of him as ſuch. 
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yond all doubr rightly pitcher upon Chriſt, when 
Chriſt himſelf,nor his Benefirs and Priviledges only, 
are choſen and embraced by us. A Marriage, if 
right, is berween Perſon and Perſon, nor between 
Perſon and Portion, Perſon and Eſtare, that being 
a reſvIring rhing. So here in this ſpiritual Marriage, 
Faith does not marry the Soul to the Portion, Be- 
nefirs.and Priviiedoes of Chriſt, but to Chriſt him- 


' ſelf. True, T doit fay (firſt ) but that true Faith 


gives the Soulan Intereſt inal] che Benefits, Privi- 
ledges, and Purchaſes of Chriſt. Nor (ſecondly) 


- do fay,that the Soul may not have an eye to theſe, 


anda reſpe& to theſe in his choice of, and clofing 
with Chriſt ; yea, uſually theſe are the firſt things 
thar Faith has in its eye. The firſt thing the Soul 


Tooks ar, and is taten with, when he is drawn co 


Chriſt, uſually is that Peace, thar Pardon, that Righ- 
rcouſneſs,that deliverance from Sin,Death,and Hell, 
which he ſees is found and treaſured up in Chriſt 
for Souls : But tho theſe things be ſo, yet che Sonl 
does, and muſt go higher, he muſt look ar, and 


. pitch upon the Perfen of Chriſt,or his Faith 1s nor 
| fo right and complear as it ought to be: —Alas !'ris 


the Perſon of Chriſt rhar is the grear Fountain of all 
Grace, and all manifeſtations from God to us : and 
Faich accordingly does cloſe in with his Perfon. The 
Spouſes Faith ſeems ſo to do, Cant.g.10. She had 
her eye upon the perſonal Beauty & Glory of Chrift, 
and accordingly embraced him with her Faith and 


Love. Hence alſo you have fo often thoſe expreſ- _ 


fions ; I ſought him whom my Soul loved ; and ſaw you 


him whom my Soul laveth ? Her love,and ſo her Faith 
| A | was. 
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Chriſt ; at beſt, they chuſe Chriſts Portion, his 
Benefits, his Priviledges, his Purchaſes, but_not his. 


- Perſon : But my advice to you 1s, pitch on nothing 
ſhort of the Perſon of Chriſt ; then 1s our Faich be- 


p27 r 
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> -- was fixt upon Chriſt himſelf : and thus do you fix 
your-Faith and Love upon him ; fo ſhall you be 
ſure not ro miſs of a Conjugal-Union and Co.nmu- 
nion with him, | 

2, Be ſure that you chuſe a whole Chriſt, and 
not a part of nim only : My meanipg 1s, ee that 
you chuſe and embrace Chriit in all ts Offices, as a 
King as well as a Prieſt, as a Lord as well as a Savi- 

our 1, and as in all his Oihzes, fo for ail choſe enas 
and uſcs for which God has deſigned him, and the 
.Goſpel revealed kim to us ; for Holineſszas well as 

Righteouſneſs, for SanQifncation, as well as Juitifi- 

eation, I need nor tell you, that Chriit is a Lord * 

and King, as well as a Saviour, and that as ſuch he 
1s revealed and offered in the Goſpel to our Faith : 

Him hath God exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to give 

repentance unto Iſrael, and remiſſion of Sins, AQt.s. 31. 

and they that will have him as a Saviour to give 'en 

Pardon, muſt have him as a Prince to give them 

Repentance : And you know Chriſt's Reſt and his 
\ Yoak go together in the Goſpel-offer, Mat. 11.29, 
.29, Nor need I tell yon, that God has appointed 
him, and the Goſpel reveals him to be our SanQif- 
eation as well as our Juſtification: So you have It 
expreſly 1 Cor. 1,30, Accordingly then do we 
chuſe Chrift, and embrace him aright, when we 
chuſfe and embrace him under cach Notion 3 when 
we chuſe and embrace him, -nor as a Saviour only, 
bur as a Lord roo 3 not only as a Prieft,ro procure 
Pardon and Reconciliation for us, bur alſo as a 
Prince, to rule, govern,and command us ; nor ovly 
as our Righteouſneſs to juaſtifie us,bur as a Founrain 
of Grace to make us holy;and thus true Faith does 
j chuſe and embrace him, 1/x. 45. 24. Surely-ſhall 
; one ſay,In the Lird I have Righteouſneſs and Strength: 
Mark,Faich chuſes Chriſt not only REES, 

| | 4 
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_ whole Chriſt, e!fe your Faith is not righr, nor arc 
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bur for Strength too 3 Righreouſneſs for Juſtificatt- 
on,Strength for Holineſs and SanQxficarion. Chriſts 
Language to the Soul, in the tender of himſelf, is 
ſuch as this : Pour Soul; thou art in a dead, loſt, 
undone condition ; God 1s wrath with thee, Hell 
gapes for rhee, Juſtice calls aloud for Vengeance a- 
gainft thee; and there 1s no hope, no help, no ſal 
vation for chee, but in and by me, and union with 
me : And fo! I am willing ro beſtow my (cif, with 
ail my Fullneſs upon thee : Bur remember chis, that _ 
lie rule and command thee ; If I be thy Saviour, | 
le be thy Lord and King roo: If rchou wiit ſhare 1n | 
my Redemprion, thou maſt be content to bear my | 
Yoke, to bow to my Scepter, to ſubmic ro my Laws 
and Kingdom. Accordingly, Faith's anſwer, if righty 
1s this : Content, Lord,'cis bur fir, that he thar ſaves, 
ſhould rule, and reign ; that he that redeems.ſhould 
be bowed and ſubmitted to, and I do willingly give 
up my ſelf ro thy holy and ſpiritual Government 3 
thy Yoak is eafie, thy Sceprer is Righteous, thy 
Kingdom 1s full of Peace and Joy, and I defire ro 
come under them : I would have thee ro make me 2? 
Holy as well as Righteous; to ſubdue this rebellt- * © 
ous heart of mine, and to rule'jn me by thy pure, 
"Spirir, as well as to ſave me by thy perfe& Obedy- 
Efice,_ O ſee, that thus you chuſe and embrace 


you like to atrain unto a Conjugal-Union and Com- 
munion with him. 

3. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt ſingly and alone, 
and not = ma 4g 9" with him. Some wh 
compounding withChri hey would join ſfomew 
elſe in Parrnerſhip wich him:bur as Chriſt muſt nor 
be divided,ſo neither will he be compounded, he wil 
be all, or nothing-ar al co Souls ; 2nd fo crue = ary 
cloſes with him : Hence with the new Creature,Chrift © 
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Is ſaid to be AL, andin all, Col.3.11. The Patritarchs 
(as one obſerves) had many of them a Wife and a - 

_  Concubine, bur ir 1s nor ſo here: No,as Faith chuſes 

a whole Chriſt, ſo it chuſes a naked Chriſt, Chrifc 

ſingly and alone, without joyning any thing elſe in 

partnerſhip with him:!r matches the Soul to Chriſt 
with an abſolute excluiion of all orher Matches, In- 
deed, Faith ſees enough ina fingie Chriſt, a naked 
Chriſt, without the help of 2ny thing elſe, and ac- 
cordingly chuſes and embraces him : And fo muft 
your Faith chaſe and embrace him,or you are like to 
miſs of Conjugal-Unjon and Communion with him. 
You muſt ci1uic him ſingly & alone;joyning nothing 
with him,and tac eſpecially in the great buſineſs of 
Righreoulneſs and Accepration with God. Some 
would fain compound-with Chriſt in this Buſineſs ; | 
they wou!d have Chriſt, but they would have their ( 
own Dutics roo;they would have his Righteouſneſs, | 
t they would have their own Righreouſneſs roo 3 
+ they Would v1ve theirs bear a ſhare with his in the 
VH _ of Richreouſneſs and Juſcificarion before God, 
* Thus *cwas w1chthe Jews of old,Rom.g.31,32. & 10, 
- beg. 'cis ſaid, They followed after the Law of Righteouſ- 
3 meſs,but attained not to the Law of Righteouſneſs : And 
hy ? Becavſe, ſays the Apoſtle, they ſought 1t not by 
aith,but, as it were, by the Works of the Law. And ch, 
10. 3. They went about, *tis ſaid, to eftabltſh their own 0 
Righteouſnefs,and ſubmitted not themſelves to theRighte- , 
euſneſ3 of God.Pray obſerve,firſt,They were addicted 
 to,and look'd for Salvation by their own Righteouſ- 
. neſs, Secondly, Though they were addicted to their 
- _ownrighreouſneſs,and would fain live by 1r,yer they 
'” ſeemednortocleave wholly to thar,but would have 
Chrift's and theirs joyned together : therefore *ris 
. ' ſaid, They ſaght it mt by Faith, b«t; as 12 were, by the 
Works -of the Law, i. e, They were neither no 
| or 
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for Chriſt,nor wholly for ſelf,bur partly for the one, 
and parrly for the other, joyning Self with Chriſt. 
And, thirdly; this lefc them ſhort of Righteouſneſs, 
Life, Salvation, and all : For *cis ſaid, that upon this 
account they attained not unto the Law of Righteouſneſs. 
To joyn Self with Chrift in this point,1s as dangerous 
and deſtructive, as to ſer up Self againſt Chrift. Thus 


(I fay) 'twas with the Jews of old,and thus ris with _ * 
the Papiſts now. But, my Beloved, if ever you _ 


—— —_—_ 


would pitch your Faith aright upon Chriſt, you muſt 
not once think of thus compounding the Buſineſs 


berween Him and Self; but Chriſt muſt be all in all: .___ 


We muſt ſhur our eyes againſt all other things in 
poinr of Juſtification, and muſt go forth ſingly and 
nakedly to Chriſt, venturing our eternal All upon the 
alone Botrom of his everlaſting Righreouſnefs, *Tis 
Calvin's obſervation upon the place laſt quoted, That 
the foundation of, or firſt ſtep towara's our obtaining an in- | 

tereſt in the righteouſneſs of God ys for a man to renounce 

and go out of his own Righteouſneſs. Thus I am ſure, 


Paul's Faith choſe and embraced Chriſt, Phil.3.1,8, 


9. Thoſe things which were gain to me, ſays he, thoſe I 
counted loſs for Chriſt ; yea doubtleſs, and I count all 
things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledg of Chrift 
Feſus my Lord; for whom 1 have fagoras the loſs of all 

things,and do count them but dung,that I may win Chriſt, 
and be found in him;not having mine own Righteouſneſs, 
which us of the Law, but that which is through the Faith 
of Chriſt the Righteouſneſs which is of God by faith.Pray 
mark, his Faith here chuſes and embraces Chriſt for 
his Righteouſneſs and Juſtification, and herein he 
zoyns nothing with himzhe pitches ſingly and naked-_ 


Ty uponChriftalone,renouncing all other things what- 


ever, He had as much of his own to have Tent and 
depended upon in this point, as any meer man that 


. eyer liyed fince fin cacred into the World 3 for, in 


| Privis 
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=” | Privileges, in Graces, in Services, and in Sufferings 
> = | for Chriſt, (I amapt to rhink) he excelled all meer 
3 | Men 3 bur yer he reſts on none of chefe, no nor fo 
much as joins any thing of it with Chriſt,but reje&s 

| and renounces all,and that with the greateſt loathing 

| and dereftation in the point of Juſtification,cleaving 


fingly and nakedly to Chriſt alone : ſays he,T account 
all but loſs.yea,dung,cher is,as the nioſt vile and loath- 


/ 


» 


thouſand Worlds. The truth is, to join any thing of 
our own withChriſt in this bufineſs,is what —_— £5 
vs from any ſhare in Chriſt,or any Benefic by Cor:/t, 
Somuch rheApotle is expreſs in,Gal.s.2;3,4,Bebold, 
T Paul jay unto you, That if ye be circumciſed,Chrift ſhall 
Profit you n1thing. For I teſtify again to every man that is 
arcumciſed,that he is aDebtor to do the whole Law.Chriſt 
*s become of no effe unto-you,whoever of you are juſtified 
by the Law,ye are fallen from GraceThe ſum of the A- 
poftiles deſign 1s to ſhew, thar to join any thing of 
- our own with Chriſt,in the buſineſs of Righreouſneſs 
and Juſtification, and not reſt purely and entirely 


in Chrift, or any benefit and advantage by him : for, 
pray obſerve,there were among the Galatians, ſome 
who did miſcereLegem cum Chriſfto,as Calvin's exprel- 
» fion is,they did join the Law with Chriſt ; preſſing and 
taking up Circumcifion,as a part of that Righreoul- 
neſs whereby they expe&ed tobe juſtified and ſaved, 
They were nor ſo groſs in their minds (as rhat great 
Divine there obſerves )as ra. expe Salvation meer- 
ly by the obſervation of rhe Law, and their own 0- 

zence;bur they were for ſharing the Buſineſs be - 
| { rween this and Chrift. Now what ſays Paul to them ? 


ſom thing ; and I would not be found in ir for a» 


upon him,is what fhuis us our from any part and lot 


 andby whatdoes he labour roantidore the Beljevers 
+ among them againſt this grear Error? Why, (firſt) 
. he rells them-plainly, that if they will ow either ' 

$a ed | ircum- 
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Circumcifion, or any thing elſe of their own, wich 


Chriſt in this Matter, then Chrift ſhall profit themmo« . 


thing, ver. 2, And he aflerts the ſame thing, ver. 4e 
Chriſt, ſays he, #s become of no effe# to you, 1.e, yo 
ſhall have no part inChriſt,no benefir by Chriſt;Chrift 
is of no uſe.,no benefir;no adyanrage to you,no more 
than if.he had never becn. And indeed, as one ob- 
ſerves upon the place,Whozver 15 but for an half Chriſt 
in this buſineſs. loſes all of Chriſt, (Secondly. )He tells 


them, that if they will have any thing of their own | 


to bear ſhare with Chriſt in the matter of their Sal- 


vation,they are Debtors to do the whole Law, _If they_ - 


will have their obedience jo the Law, to have. any 
frarett# Heir acccprtation with God, then they muſt 
keep the whole Law,for elſe a]l were nothing. 'Tis 
a great Speech of a learned Interpreter upon theſe 
words ; Wheever, ſays he, # a Debtor to do the whole 
law can never eſcapedeath,becauſe he will always remain 
under guilt ; for no one will ever be found,who will be a- 
ble to fulfil or ſatisfy the Luw , ſuch an obligation there- 
fore s the certain damnation of the manthat lies under it, 
Thus you fee,there muſt be nothing clſe of our own 
joined with Chriſt in the matter of our Righteouſ- 
neſs and Juſtification with God; but our Faith muſt 
cleave ſingly and nakedly to Chriſt alone:The truth 
1s, Chriſts Righteouſneſs alone is ſufficient to ſave 
and juſtify rhe-worft of Sinners : *Tis the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God, 2 Cor. $. 21. and the Righteooſneſs of the 


Law, Rom. 8.3. A Righreouſneſs every way ade-v 


quate and commenſurate to the ſtricteſt Demands 


of Law and Juſticeza Righteouſneſs as long as broad, | 


as deep as high, as the Sin and Guilr of the moſt 


ſcarler,crimſon Sinners can be;and why ſhould any : 


think of joining any. thing therewith ? Truly ſo ro 
Poets refle& great diſhonour upon it,and upon the 


Juſti- 


iſdom and Grace of 'God, it ordering-ir for our j 
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| Juſtification and Salvation. And as we muſt joyn 
| nothing with Chriſt in the Mattar of Righreouſneſs 
/ and Juftificarion, ſo neither muſt we-joyn any thing 
| with him in the matter of our Sagificarion and 

Holineſs, We ſhould look for no Grate,no Holi 

| bur what comes from him, and is wrought in us þ 
1m : Nor indeed will God own any thing for ens 
oline(s 1n us at laſt, that does not come from 
him. In all reſpe&s therefore let the Language of 


- 


\ your Souls be, O none but Chriſt, none bur Chriſt, 


4.Be ſure chat you chuſe Chri/t,and embrace him 


© as your Reſt and Happineſs ; and nor only as one 
that is ro bring you unto Reſt and Aappinels.Chrift 


my Beloved,is-nor only che way and means to bring 
Men unto Happineſs, bur he alſo is himſelf their 
Happineſs ; and as ſuch he is rendered ro us, and 
ſhould be choſen 2nd embraced by us : Iam the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, (ſays he) Fohn 14. 16. that 
1s, as one gloſſes upon it, I am the Beginning, the 
Progreſs, and Perfe&ion of a Chriſtians Happineſs. 
Sure I am, as Chriſt, conſidered as rhe Way, is the 
Means, and what leads us into Happineſs : So Chriſt, 
conſidered as che Life,is himſelf our Happineſs, our 
ſupream Happineſs : and indeed, we come to Chriſt 
as the Life, by Chrift as the Way, Sweet 1s that 
Saying which I have read in one-of the Ancients on 
this place ; We, thy People, ( ſays he, ſpeaking ro 


Chriſt) ds come by thee, to thee, becauſe thou art the. 


Way, the Truth, and the Life : the Way tn thy Example, 
the Truth in thy Promiſe.the Life in the Reward.T am the 


Way,the Truth,and the Life, 1.e. as another expounds” 


it, 1 am the only right Way, the ſupream Truth, the true 


Life, the. bleſſed Life,the increated Life. And ſuitable 


hereunce-is Calvin's Obſervation upon thefe words, 


The ſum (ay he). of this Sentence ts thts, He, whoever 


he be, that obtains and poſſeſſes Chriſt can want nothing. 
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Wheever therefore is not content with him alone, aſpires 
after ſomething beyond the ultimare(y higheſt Perfetion. 
And then he concludes thus; If any one turns aſide from 
Cbriſt,he can do nothing but oa any one does not reſt 
in him,he elſewhere feeds upon nothing but wind and va» 
nijty:If any one makes out after any thing beyond him,he 
will 7G -Death inſtead of Life. O there are infinire 
© Beauties, Delights,and PerfeRions in Chriſt, where- 
by kefis able'to fill and farisfie us,and make us hap- 
..-- And for my own part, as I defire.never to be- 
appy, if Chriſt be not able to bring me to happi- 
neſs,ſo I defire' no better or greater: happineſs,than 
what Chriſt is or can be to me. O there is all in 
him, all to fill,;all ro-comfort, all ro delight and ra- 
viſh, all to ſolace and farisfy the largeſt Faculries of 
Eternal Souls. May 1 have but Chriſt, (fays Ruther- 
ford) I ſhall think my ſelf as well Heaven'd as any 
whatever, Truly he,-and he alone, is Centrum quieta- 
tivum, as the Schools ſpeak, the quiering, reſting, 
Center of the Soul. And ſo the Pſalmiſt tells us, 
Pſal. 116.9. Indeed, he in his Prefence, and our cn- 
Joymenr of him, is . Heaven and Happineſs. *'Tis 
the higheſt happineſs which Chr:# promiſes his Peo- 
ple here, 7oh.. 14« 21, and 'tis rhe higheſt Happineſs 
which his People reckon upon,or hope for hereafter, 
Phil. 1.23. Anſwerable whereunto is the Obſerva- 
tion of one, upon thoſe words of Chriſt to the Thief 
Upon the Croſs, Luke 23. 43. This day thou ſhalt be 
with me in Paradiſe, With me ! (ſays he )0 wonderful 

' goodneſs ! He des not ſay ſimply, thiu ſhalt be in Pa-. 
'þ xadife, or thou ſhalt be with Angels ,. but thou ſhalt be - 
with me, thou ſhalt be ſatisfied:wigh bim whom thou de- * 
fireft. Thus Chriſt is rhe Reſt-and Gora Happte. + 

neſs of Souls 3 and accordingly our Faith "ſhould 
chuſe and embrace him, _ I will. ;nor ſay, there'ts 
not true Faith, where OG does not come upeo | 


os þO_—_ 
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fuach achvice of. Chrift as rhis is 3: bur rhis Vie fa 
That'tho Faich art firſt miy nor chus chuſe C | 
yer afcerwards,us it grows up more towards Perfe&i- 
Oh, ir'does come ro chaſe Chriſt under this Notion: 

* And rhe more difrin& iris in chufing Chrift, as the 
ſapream Reſt and Happineſs of rhe Soul, che more 
compleat and. perfeQ . it is.. Faith's Language to 
Chrift, when come to any maturity, is ſuch as rhis : 
Lord, as all-my Life ts -= _ Deith,all my Healing 


in thy W pi EEE inch Ode 
LS Vreſanie I my 


—_— ſo all m7 pe 

Heaven in the Boſom and eh mb of thy Love : 

Nor have f any in Heaven but thee ; neither is there any 

= Earth that I defire beſides thee, Pfal. 73. 256. O 
s- chuſe Chrift / chuſe him as the Reſt, the $o- 

Jace, the Happineſs of your Souls, and never think 

Þ- \ching elfe ro be the leaſt paer of your Hap» 

befides Chriſt. 

's. Be ſure that yon chuſe and embrace Chriſt 
wo his Croſs,and nor only Chriſt with his Crown ; 
Chriſt crucified, as well as Chriſt glorified ; 'Chriſt 

upon terms of fiiffering for him, as well as reigning 
|with him;he calling chereanto. Thus alſo Chrifr 
renders himſelf we nnd thus muſt he be choſen 
and &anbraced , "Mar, 16. 24. If any Man will 
cone after me,let im we lyinnſel rake up bts Croſs, and 
um wie + And Lube 14-29. Wheſoever tooth not bear 
d come after mezcannot be my Diſciple.Some 

= for Chriſt ww his Crown, bur they frick at his 
Croſs : They are for Li rej) ing \Chriſt, 'Vut-not'for 
a perſecured "7 : 'Betored, if if you would 
ried ro hith, you maſc 

chaſe him as upon theeran racicu _ as up- 
on the Throw pt ;glwrified : rhe me anin git, Foy ry 
clife him with/a firm /reſoluribh to 
ales TTY oy maſr caſe RG 
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one perſecuted and diſtreſſed on Earth,as well as 
dignifi'd and glorift'd in Heaven:In 2 yoga em m 
chuſe him for better, for worſe, in all 
conditions,wich all his Inconveniences,as well as his 
Priviledges,with his Poverty,his kupriſonmenrs,lus 
Reproaches, His Deal his Dangers, hs C & 
and the like: rhar is to ſay,you muſt chaiſe him with 
a willing reſolution of mind, to undergo all rhis ac 
his call,and for his ſake; and this indeed 1s to Cote 
with him in his own way, and njon his own terms. 
Chrift's language to the Soul, in the tender of him- 
ſelf ro him, is ſuch as this 3 Soul, I am willing tobe 
eſpouſed to thee, I am willing to beſtow my. Self, 
with all my Riches and'Fulneſs upon thee; bur if 
thou wilr have me and theſe, thou muſt be 'contehr 
To ſuffer for me, to be reproached, to be perl 
to be impriſoned, yea, to be killed all the day lot 
for me, when I pleaſe to call thee rhereunto. . And, 


indeed Faith,when righr,cloſes with him upon theſe | | 


terms: Content, ſays the Soul,beingaaed by 4 oo 
Spirit of Faith;Chrift upon any terms that he thinks 
fir,Chrift with the Cro(s,Chriſt with Reproach,with 
Impriſonment,with Death,with whatever he plealt 
rather chan go wirhourt him, And indeed we need 
not be ſcared, and terrified at the Croſs 3 for there 
is no Croſs ſo bitter, as Chriſt is ſweet ; there Is no- 
ching we can ſuffer for Chrilt, that 1s worfhy.to £ 
compared with rhe Glory we Thall have in-Chrilts 

"and with Chrilt : Bclides, Chrift15 worthy to.d 

fered for ; and cherefore. welcom. Chriſt,, and, wa- 
com his Croſs roo. Truly,my Beloved,Chriſts 
is ſweet, very ſweet, as he makes it : That {veer 
ſmell'd and perfum'd Croſs of Chriſt, ſays one,is 

_ companied with ſwcer refreſhments,with the 
of a King,with the Joy of _ Holy Ghoſt; 
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© > fore (care” notat it, but chuſe him with his Croſs as 


well as his Crown. : 
| " 6. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt often,and think 


it not one fingle At or Work only to Thuſe and em- 
brace him, If you would indeed make ſure of 
 Chriſt,and an Eſpouſal to him, you ſhould chuſe him 
' and embracehim anew eyery day. We are apt to 
; Took upon cthewofk of chuſing and embracingChrift, 
"as one ſingle Ator. Work only ; but, my Beloved, 


"tis a that ſhould be often repeated : by ofte 
| Tepenting of it, we ſhould grow more ſound, more 
Nrong,more diſtin in it "AS i Tecond Edition Tor- 
reas the Errors of the firſt, ſo afrer-ats of be- 
' lieving in this kind,do ſupply the defeRs of the firſt 
| AR : Indeed, my advice to you is, that you would 
{ / make as much Confeience of chuting and ermbra- 
- | {"citig Chriſt Ny ct, as of praying every 
[ y'3 eſpecially if you e either youtip Beginners in 
| belieying,or older Believers under clouds and dark- 
' ?} neſs. Sc, Paul made freſh choices of Chriſt to the - 
- -" yery laft,Phil.3.8,9. And *cis the Duty of them that 
- do believe, to believe :- Theſe things write I unto you, 
fays St. Fohn,that believe on the Name of the Son of God, 
© That ye may believe on the Name of the Son of God, 1 
| John $. 13. They did believe, and he would have 
, them ro believe afreſhevery day 3 and fo would I 
have you do, every day renew the firſt great At of 
' Faith in your cloſing with Chriſt,ſo ſhalF every day 
be a day of Eſpouſals berween Chriſt and you ; and 
ſo by degrees ſhall you come to the ſenſe and com- 


| forr of rhis Eſpouſal. . have read of ſome who ne- 


S 
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' yer come to a ſight and Tenſe of their Union with 
Ctrift; till they rook this courſe. Thus T have how 
 . Iheinti you the way how you may come to be eſpou- 
_ "ſed to Chriſtzas well as what an Husband he is, what 
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the Soul's Eſponſal to Chriſt, 13g 
great things he does for his Spoufes, and how mach 
his heart is ſet upon an Eſpouſal with Sinners:Now, 
will you take this courſe ? Or ſhall all be loft with 
you ? Poſſibly the whole will have a different efte& 
upon thoſe that read or hear theſe things : Some, I 
hope, will be won and gained ro Chriſt by them, 
others, I fear, will reje&t and deſpiſe all, and thar 
Either out of a Spirit of profaneneſs, or inſce#fibiliry, - 
of their need of, or concernedueſs in nele Tank 
Tf any Soul Thall reje& them our of a Spirit of pro- 
faneneſs, I would ſay to ſuch a Soul, as Solomon ta 
the Scorner, Prov. 9. 12. If thou ſcorneſt, thou alone 
ſhalt bear it ; thou alone ſhalr bear all rhy Sins,and 
all the Wrath and Vengeance of God due ro them : 
If any ſhall reje& theſe things our of a Spirit of in- 
ſenſibiliry of their need of, and concern in them 3 
their caſe is the more to be piried ; for the more 
inſenſible rhey are of their miſery withour Chriſt, © 
the greater is that miſery of theirs. What more-mtp- 
ſerable,ſays Auftin, than fin a miſerable man not to com- 
miſerate himſelf ? Ochers, it may be, ftand doubting 
and trembling, daring neither to rejzeR, nor yer to 
embrace: not to rejeR, becauſe their need of Chriſt 
1s ſo grear, the worth of Chriſt ſo eminent, and the 
guilr of the reje&ion of Chriſt ſo black z nor yet 
embrace, becauſe their Sins are ſo many, and their 
Unworthineſs ſo great. To ſuch I would ſay, Ceafe 
thy trembling, and delay thy clofing with Chrift ns 
longer 3 it has been thy fin, let it be chy ſhame and 
ſorrow that thou haſt negle&ed and refuſed Chriſt ſo 
long 3 ſaying with Auſtin, I have loved thee to9 late,0 
thwu ſo ancient and yet ſo new a Beauty ;, I have loved 
thea too late. And for thy encouragement, I would 
ſay to thee, as the Servant did to his Lord upon 
ſuch an occafjon as this, Luke 14.22. Lord, it is done 
as thou haſt commanded, and yet there is room, Theo 
| Poe Il 3 _ many 
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R niany Sinners, and great Sinners have been received 

to Mercy, yer ſtill there is room for thee, -and for 
\. Ml that have a mind to Chriſt : There is room in 

Chciſts Hearr, there is room in Chriſts Arms, there 
Oe in his Covenant, there is room in his King- 
dom, there is fFoom upon his Throne with his Fa- 
ther for. thee : Bur if yet any ſhall reje& this offer ) 
of Love, and perſiſt ſo to do, ſuch-will ar Jaſt find 
there is room in Hell, room jn the Infernal Pit, | 
room. in the place of Torment for them : Therefore 
as Life and Death are once more ſer before you, fo | 
I beſeech you to chuſe Life, and nor Death, that y 
you may live for eyer. 
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CHAP. XI. F 


Being a Contemplation of the infinite Love 

and Condeſcenſion of Chriſt to Souls ;, and 
' the nnſpeakable Comfort and Happineſs of 
..; Believers tn this ſweet Eſpouſal. 


” AN theview of all that has been hirherto declared, ; 
' -Þ we may well take upan admirivg contemplation | 
| -of Chriſts Love and Condeſcenſion, and Believers | 
, Comforr and Happineſs; rhe one and rhe other be- 
Ing exceeding grear and glorious. O! for Chriſt ro 
marry poor Souls ro himſelf, and for poor Souls to 
"be married to Chriſt, how great is the Love of the 
* one; and the Happineſs of the orher herein! : 
1 - How great is. the Love and Condeſcenſion of 
[Chriſt in marrying Souls to himſclf! Next to his be- 
coming Man, and dying for them 3 Wherein can he 
acſtify greater Love and Condeſcenſion to them rhan 
G {1 


in - 
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in this'? There are, among many others that might 
be mentioned,:that will argue his Love and Condeſ- 
cenſjon! herein:to: be- wonderful and glorious, rwo 
things.One-is the infinite diſparity and difproporti- 
on berween the Parties, Him and Them';the other 
is the unſpeakable nearneſs and-gloriouſneſs of that 
Union and Relation which he rakes them into with 
himſelf : Both which I defire you ro contemplate, 
x. Contemplate the infinire diſparity and diſpro- 
Portion berween him and them. What proportion 
1s there berween a King and a Beggar?  Whar pro- 
pun is there berweerwan Ant and an Angel ? yea 
eween the ſmalleſt Worm, and all the Angels in 
Heaven? Infinitely leſs proportion is there. between 
i Chriſt and Sinners ; and yer he eſpouſes them ro 
"himſelf. What ſhall I ſay ? He is 'both high and 
great, we are baſe and vile 3 He is bleſſed and glo- 
rious,weare wrerched and deſpicable: He is a great 
King, we are poor Slaves and Vaſſats, yea, the worft 
of Slaves and Vaſlals, being the Slaves and Vaſlals 
Gin and Saran. And roſum'up all in a few words z 
'He is God;and we are Creatures 3 - Yea, he is an in» 
 finitely-pure and holy God, and we are unſpeakably 
[Hap and unholy Creatures: O how great is the 
diſproportion ! and yer he marries us to himſelf, 
Whaz proportion is there between God and rhe 
Creature ? The Creature at beſt is bur a ſmall drop 
of Being, but God is Mare Eſſendi, a Sea,a Fountain, 
an Ocean of Being : The Creature is,” and has bur a 
little Good; but,Dew eft Bonum infinitiſſime infinitum, 
#5 Bradwardin ſpeaks of him, God is a moſt infinitely 
infinite Good. HF Ore 1s 2 depending thing 3 
the Being of the Creature is a depending Being; the 
very Nature of the Creature hes much in d 
dance : bur God is an abſolute and'independent Be» 
tp, he-being of himſelf and =_ himfelf: —_— 
| 4 
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- al orher things are of him, and from him, and to him, 
-— -as the Scripture ſpeaks. - Now, for, God to marry 
«the Creature, and eſpouſe the Creature to himſelf; 
l :© what love, what condeſcenfion is this ! and: yer 
greater love chati this does Ghriſtiſhew : For w 
os grab ye is there berween- ar infinitely Holy 
God, and univerſally ſinful, defiled, and- pollured 
Crearures ? The diſtance between God and us,as we 
.are Creatures, is great; but the diſtance berween 
the infinitely Holy God and us,as Sinners,is in ſome 
ſort unſpeakably greater. *Fis our. Duty, and ſhould F}\ 
| be our Joy to. know and keep qur Crearure-diftance 
with God ; we ſhould rejoyce to think that God is 
ſo infinitely above us ; bur 'ris our miſery, and we 
ſhould tremble to think of our finful diſtance from 
God,thar diſtance I mean tha Sin 1s,and has cauſed 
berween God and us.Now for a Holy God toeſpouſe 
ſinful Creatures to:himſelf; yea for a God (o- infi- 
nitely holy; to eſpovſe. Souls who are-ſo utterly {in- 
ful ro himſelf, as'the; beſt of'us all'by Nature are -; 
* this is greater love and condeſcenſion ſtill. 0. won- 
derful commerce ! (Gays one of the Ancients, ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſts dying for his People _) the King des 
forthe Servant, God for Man, the Creator for the Crea- 
ture, the Innocent for the Nxcent, The like I may ſay 
here 3 O-wonderful condeſcenfion ! The King mar- 
ries a Slave, God-the Creature, the pure and holy 
One polluted and defiled Sinners. True indeed, he 
makes them Saints by and apon his marrying of 
them 4 bur he finds them Sinners when he firſt 
makes ir a time of love rothem: O adore this 
Love, this Condeſcenfion ! | 
2, Contemplate the unſpeakable nearneſs and 
eloripuſneſs of rhar Union and Relation which, he 
.rakes them-into with himſelf: as the diſtance and 
diſproportion between the Parcics is infinirely rex 
p to, 


Fi 
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' Union and Relation berween the Husband and Wife /: 


—— 


_ and Glory,to the efſenrial and perſonal Union, yea, 


nearer and greater than all.”Tis indeed (as upon oc- 


the SouPs Eſponſal to Chrift. 1.03, > 
ſo the Union and Relation he rakes chem Into, is! | 
very near and glorious. The Union beryeen. the; 
Vine and the Branches is near ; the Union and Re 
tion berween theHead and the Members is nearithe, 


is near ; butall cheſe are bur ſhadows and repreſen- 
rations of char Unjon and Relatiqn whichChri/t takes 
Believers into with himſelf, which muſt therefore be 


caſion has been before declared) next for Intimacy . 


ir comes ſo near the higheſt Union of all,the Union 
that is berween the Father 8& the Son,as that it is ſer 
forth in Scripture by the ſame expreflions that thar 
Union is,viz.by being and dwelling in each other, Yea, 
Chriſt himſelfſcems ro A ſonear that grear L- 
nion,as that he makes thar the Pattern of it, and ag- 
cordingly prays for ir for hisPeople, 70.17.21.Neither 
pray I for theſe alone, but them alſo which ſhall believe an 
me through their word, that they all may be one, | gs 
thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may 
be one in us, Pray mark, he prays for the accompliſh- 
ment of his Union for them, as the top and perfe- 
ction of all their Happineſs; and nor only ſo, bur: 
as that which comes as near the great Union be- +» 1 
rween. his Father and himſelf, as can well be con- 
ceived. *Tis a ſweer Saying which one of the Apci- 
ents has upon theſe words of Chriſt ; What moxe 
glorious, ſays he, than this Union 2 What further or 
higher, poor Soul, canſt thou either have, or deſire;tq 
have, than this, thou ſhalt be one with thy Bridegraom ? 
O happy, exceeding happy, yea, of all others mo t: happy 
Union! Ina word, nearer than this Creatuges can c 
well he taken into Chriſt, nor can = have a> 
greater Glory put upon them, than there 15 put up- _ 
on them in their being-raken unto this Unio ap | 
Relation to him, How great therefore mulÞi 

I's lave 4 
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3 Fre and condeſcenfion of Chriſt hereitt ro Believers 
W Le Net ro take ſach'ſo ner himſelf, as to 


nunicate himſelf ro them ! This is Love in- 
eed, and this we ſhould conremplate and admire. 
*'2: How great is the Comfort and Happineſs of 
Believers, in being thus married and eſpouſed ro 
Chrift ? We lay of ſuch or ſuch aWoman thar is well 
warricd, that ſhe is' well diſpoſed of,and is very hap- 
in an Husband. -Bur, O Soul, how well art thou 
diſpoſed of,who arr diſpoſed of ro Chriſt? And how 
'H: art thon in a Husband, who art married to 
him ? Whar, Soul, married to Jeſas,to ſweer Jeſus, 
to lovely Jeſus,toJeſus the Son of God!O what ſweer, 

| "What ſtrong conſolation may this be-to.thee ! and 
' "How ſhould it fill thy heart with holy Triumph and 
- _Exuſratjon for ever? This alone may comfort thee in 
all difficulties and troubles of Life, & in all rhe con- 
fias and aponies of Death. Caft thine eye back on 
'the narure of this Eſpouſal, and what an Husband 
Chrift is,and what grear things he does for his Spou- 
Fes, as the one and rhe other of them has been de- 
"Elared ; and then judg of thine own Kappinefs, in 
- being raken into this Relation ro him. In Cant.6 9. 
| aid concerning the Spouſe of Chriſt, That the 


Dawzhters ſaw her,and Bleſſed her ; yea.the Queens and 
the Concubizes, and they praiſed her : They look'd up- 
*- dt her to be the moſt happy on Earth. And truly, 
is Sohn T look upon thee as the Spouſe of Chritt, 
, Teaw't butinlike. manner bleſs and praiſe thee; and 
1owrfiy ſelf may'ſt well bleſs thy (elf, and fay,Bleſ- 
1b te day rhar ever I was born, bleſſed be rhe 
Fomb" rhe: 


1 are me, .and bleſſed be the Paps thar 
ve me Tuck ? Bur yer to raife rthis,Comfort and 
nes of thine a lirrle higher, that thou mayeſt 
yee 1b thy Lot, the Lines being fallen to thee 

| PE YON" "7 "0 In 
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rhem one with him,to lay them 1n his Boſom, = 


"gives thee, A fy 


"thine,his Bload is thine, his Righreouſneſs is thi 
ulne eFraie of 


the SouP's Efpouſel 1 ChrIfe. Toy 


in pleaſine places.; Conſider three things + 


Conſider, That this Relation of thine to Chriſt, Y 
11 Intereſt in him, and-all-that is his« 
This the T ale much gloried and rejoiced inzas her 
Crown and Happineſs , therefore ſhe is frequently 
up withir in a way of holy boaſting 3 My Beloved & 
mine, and I am his, Cant. 2. 16. And again, I am mw 


"Beloved's,and my Beloved is mine, Chap. 6. 3. 


Being 
eſpouſed ro Chriſt,Chriſt is thine , and Chriſt being 


©. 


his Love is thine, His Fulneſs is thine; the 
all his Sufferings, the Virtue of all his Offices, the 
Sweerneſs of all his Relations is thine, Chriſt be- 
ing thine, all is thine,all che Promiſes are thine, all 
the Ordinances are thine 3 -. Life is thine, Death is 


/thine, Time 1s thine, Erervity 1s thine, Things pre- 


ſent are thine, Things to come are thine,1 Cor. 3.22. 
O what a goodly Heritage haft chou,and how ſhould 2 
thy Soul bleſs the Lord,thatever he drew rhee into 
th1s Union and Relation tro him? Whar a Spring of 
Comfore may this be to thee in all conditions? Fear 
nat, for thou ſbalt not be aſhamed : Why? - For thy Mas, © 
her:is thy Husband, Ifa. 54. 4,5. - The truth is; thes\ . 
poſſibly chou mayeſt have lirtle of this World, yer | 
in having Chriſt, thou haſt all thou needeſt,and are | 
capable of to make thee happy for eyer. | 

II... Confider, That this Unien and Relatian of 
thine to Chriſt, remains firm and ſtedfaſt forever : 
Angd O what ſweetneſs does this add unto it! Trae, 
may the Soul ſay, this Relation is a bleſſed Relarion, 
and full of ſweetneſs and comfort:Burt will it hold ? 
'Yea, it will hold, and. that for ever. Fhe beſt Com- . 
forts thou enjoyeſt here below, will ſhortly have 


on 
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- that can never.be diſſolved : TI will betroth thee unto 

me, ſays God 3 yea, IT will betroththee unto me : But, 

"Lord, for how long? ( may the Soul ſay ; ) Why, 

. (fir ever,ſays God, Hof. 2. 19. O that Word,for ever / j 

this puts an infinite ſweetneſs inro this Relation of EE 
thine. This one word, for ever, (as oft obſerves up- | 

en this place) makes a miſery,( rho bur ſmall in ir. 

. ſelf) an infinite Miſery 3 and a Mercy, ( tho bur 
ſmall in ir ſelf) even an infinite Mercy. How much 

more does it make that which in it ſelf is fo great, y 

as thy Unjon and Eſpouſal to Chrift is, ſweet and 

* defirable ? {| 

O bur,ſays the Soul,never was there ſucha Wretch | 


k 
as Iam ; never did any carry it towards Chriſt as I # 
: * :do: Truche has made love to me, and I have ſome | 

_ hopes that I have cloſed up with him in a Marriage- 
covenant ; bur alaſs, never was there ſuch a rebelli- 
| ous, revolting, backſliding Heart as mine 1s : I am | 
- \ ever playing the Harlor, and going a whoring from | 
him z by means of which,l fear,he will break Union 
and Communion with me, and ac laſt caft me cff. 1 (| 
- anſwer, Truly,Soul,this is very ſad,and rhou ſhouldſt WH 
i ie low in the duft in the ſenſe of ir : Yer, to en- 
; Courage thee againft thy fears,confider three things. 
/- TI, Conſider, That Chriſt is nor forward to take { 
-advantage againſt Souls for their failings and break- { 
ing with him: He is not ftri& to mark what 4 done 
- © amiſs, Pſal. 30.3. He is not prone to caſt off, and to 
* , put away, no 'tis what he hates, Mal.2. 16, True, he 
. may, and many times does withdraw from us, and 
frown upon us,but purting away he loves not; yea, 
|'he piries and ſpares us under our Infirmitzes, and 
his Bowels are moved, for 'us. 
; - 2. Conſider, Thar before ever Chrift made Love | 
to thee,and took rhee into this Relation with hitn- 
- ſelf, he knew perfetly whar manner of ane thou 


- @ 
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wovuldſt be, and:how thou wouldft carry it towards 


' him; and yer all could noc hinder him from ſhewi 


this favour to thee : Why then ſhouldſt thou think | 
it would cauſe him to break wich thee now!?The Soul | 
may be apt co ſay,Did Chriſt rhink I would be 1uch 
a Wretch,that I would ſo grieve him.ſp offend him 3 
that I would carry it ſo unworthily rowards him,un- 
der all his Love as I do ? Yea, Soul, Chriſt rhovght 
ir, he knew ir perfealy before-hand. In Deut.31.2T. 
"tis ſaid, ThatGod knew whatIſrael would do before hand: 


So Chriſt knew before- hand how thou wouldſt Night 


his Love,grieve his Spirir,violate his Lawszhe knew 
how thou wouldfſt offend & affront him, by a proud, 
vatn, wanton behaviour before him; he knew how 
thou wouldſt backſlide,and go a whoring from him 


and had he nor ſeen and known thar he had Love e- 


nough, and Bowels enough to cover and paſs by all, 
he would never -heve made love to thee. Hence, 
when he betroths,he 1s ſaid rodo it in Zudgment,Hol. 
2.19. Chriſt knew whar he did, and what an one he 
married,when he married thee ro himſelf. And as 
all could nor hinder his Love ar firſt, ſo neirher 
ſhall ir rake off his Love from thee now. 4 

3- Conſider, Thar thou miayeſt have many failings 


and miſcarriages, be guilty of many breakings with > 


Chriſt,and departures from him; and yer the Mar- 
riage-covenant berween- him and thee not be bro» 
ken. A Woman may be guilty of many Failings and 


Miſcarriages,many Defe&ts & Miſdemeanors,and yer 


all not break the Marriage-covenant herween 

Husband and her. And fo here, O how ſweer is that 
Scripture ! Pſal.89 .30:31,32,33,34+. If. his Children 
for fe my Law,and walk not in my Tudgments : If they 
break my Statutes,and keep not my Commandments: Then 
will Tuiſit their wy with a Rod,and their In- 
#quity with Stripes, W 


- 


hat follows ? Nevertheleſs,” 
et * - fays * 


_ 
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Cays he, my loving bindneft will I nit utterly take from 
: tim, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. My 5 dow 4 will 

# not break ; nor alter the thing that is gone out of my 

- Lids. Pray mark. riſts People may 1:n, and fin 

| pig he may ſharply chaftiſe rhem for their 
$ 3 yea, he may ſeem to take away his loving 
kindneſs from them, and may really for a time ſu- 
ſpend the influences and manifeſtations thereof ; bur 
his Covenanr-love and faithfulnefs ro them, thar re- 
Mains firm and ftedfaſt ro them for ever, norwith- 
ſtanding all. So again, Jer. 3.1.1 4.Tho thou haſt played 
the Hart with many Lovers.,yet return again wo me,ſaith 
the Lard. Turn, O back ſliding Children, for Lenmar” 
reed wnto you. Mark, tho they had back-ſliden, rho 
They had plaid che Harlot with many Lovers, yer 
Chriſt owns his Covenant-relation to chem and with 
chem; yea, and he ſends, as it were, his Covenant 
 afrerthem, and by that fetches them home to him- 

; . þ felf. O whatever thy Miſcarriages are, whatever thy 

- | breakings wirh Chriſt, and departures from him have 
been, yer, being once marricd ro him, the Marriage- 
Unien and Relarion berween him and thee remains 
firm and ftedfaſt for ever notwithſtanding all. 


.Aiding from Chriſt, and Iam afraid I ſhall ar laſt to- 
rally and finally depart from him, and then farewel 
all.1 anſoer,Thar Chriſt ſtands engaged ro keep thee 
firm, true, notwithſtanding any thing in and of chy 
felf:if lefc by Chriſt,thou wouldſt be apr torally and 
finally to deparr from him;bur Chriſt himſelf Nands 
engaged rokeep thee to him. © Tis the very tenure 
ef Corenane with thee, 7er. 32. 40. I will makg 
an everlaſting Covenant with them,that I will not turn g- 
| i way from them to dothem good, and I will put my fear 
1 into their Hearts, that they ſhatt never depart me,0 

Sirs,nor oaly is Clyift's Heart towards his _ 


Woe, 


'- O bur, ſays the Soul, my Heart is ſtill bent ro back-- 


” 
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_ 
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for reſiſting his Spirir, for contemning his Grace, 


them But now to his own Spoufes, when he _ 


he is eygapged,by Covenant, to keep their hearts cloſe 
ro cap. fairfiful with him 3 ar laſt ſo far as thas 
they ſhall nor totally depart from himz and fo their 
faichfulneſs ro him, does depend upon his fairhful- 
neſs to them; Ile cloſe this conſideration with rhat 
known and great Scripture, Rom 8. latter end, Whe 
ſhall ſepaxare us from the love of Chrift ? Shall Tribula- 
tion,or ,Diſtreſs,or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakednef, 
or !'eril,or Sword ? Nay,in all theſe things we are more 
than Conquerors,through him that loved us. For T am per- 
ſwaded,that neither Death,nar Life nor Angels,nor Prin- 
cipalities, nor Powers, nor things preſert, nor Things to 
come,nor Height,nor Depth, ( and leſt all rheſe rhings 


ſhould not reach the caſe 6f every Sou!, he adds) 


nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us fram 
the Love of God which 1s in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 


ITI, Confider, That 'cis nor long e're rhe Lord Te- - 


ſus, thy dear Husband, will come ard conſummare 


the Marriage berween him 2nd thy Soul. And O how 7. . 


ſweer will rhis be ! the Match here 1s bur ag it were. 
begun between Chriſt and thee;bur Chriſt will ſhore- 


ly come and conſummate it 5 Behold, the Bridegreom 


cometh,Mar. 2.6. And again, They that were ready,went 


into the Marriage, ver. 10. And the Marriage of the 


Lamb is come, Rev. 19. 7. There is a time, when 
Chriſt will come to conſummare the Marriage be=- 
tween him and Souls. - When he comes as to the 
World, he comes as a Jadgro conderaon him, 29, 
venge the Quarrel of his Goſpel, rhe Quarrel 

Ce he Ouarrel of Fir Blood, al which the 
have rejzeRed;he comes to paſs Semrence npon them 


for breaking his Laws, for negleRing his Salyation: 
And O how dark will the Day of tis coming 
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he comes as a Bridegroom : And Ohow ſweet will 
this coming of his be to them : ned oy 

"T1 Then he will turn all your Water into Wine, 
' Zohn 2. beg. we read, That Chriſt being at a Marriage, 


* — me there turned Water into Wine. And truly,Soul, when 


'we ſhall come ro conſummate the Marriage between 
[him and thee, he will turn all thy Waters of Aﬀi- 
Rioninro the Wine of ſweet Conſolation to thee : 
He will turn thy Night into Day,rthy Darkneſs into 
Light, thy Sorrows into Joys, thy Mourning into 
Dancing, thy Troubles inro Reſt, thy Conflias into 
Triumphs, thy Labours into Reward, thy mournful 
amentartions into joyful Halelujahs. Then wil] he 
fulfil char Scripture to thee,Rev.21.4. God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes;and there ſhall be no more 
Death,neither ſorrow,nor cryingneither ſhall there be a- 
ny more pain. Poor Soul, now thine eyes are full of 
Tears; with. Holy David, Thou goeſt weeping and 
miurning (it may be) all the day long 5, but then all 
tears ſhall be wiped off from thine eyes. Now thou art 
In Deaths often, as the Apoſtle was; bur then there 
- : ſhall be no more Death. Now thou arr full of Sor- 
.row,thy Days are ſpent in grief,,nd thy years in ſighing; 

© bur thenthere ſhall be no more ſorrow 3 ſorrow and 
hghing both ſhall fly away for ever. Now thou arr 
full.of pains 3 yea, as the Holy Prophet of old 
complained, Thou art pained at thy very Heart ; in the 
\ſenſe of thy own Afflictions, and in the ſenſe of the 
'{. Church's Afflicions,in the ſenſe of thine own Sins, 
.and in the ſenſe of the Worlds Sins, thou art pain'd 
.ar the very Heart 3 bur chen there ſhall be no more 
pain. Now thou ſoweſt in tears,bur then thou ſhalt reap 
"#n joy. Now thou goeſt forth weeping, yer bearing pre- 
 ciaus Seed; rhen thou ſhalt retuyn rejuicing,bringing thy 
-  Shegves withthee : Now thouart in a ſtorm;a ſtorm 
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of Aﬀfii&ion, a ſtorm. of Temprarion, a ſtorm of : 
Perſecution ; thou art affliFed, toſſed with tempeſt s, 
and not comforted,it may be,as the Church ſomerimes 
was, 1/2. 54.11. But then he will make thy ftorm a 
calm,and ſo tring thee into thy deſired Haven,to allude 
ro that, Pſal.,107,30. Now the Devil and his Mef; 
ſcngers are beſetting of thee, and will give. thee n 
reſt ; then they ſhall all be rrodden under-foor, an 
chy Soul ſhall a& one eternal triumph over them 3 
ſaying,- as ſhe of old in her Song did, 0, my Soul, 
thou haſt trodden down ſtrength. ; 

2. Then Chriſt will turn all thy Blackneſs into 
Beauty, all cliy finful Deformiry intro perfe& Purity 
and Holineſs for eyer and this 15 much more ſweer 
than che former. Alas,ſays the Soul, rurn my Water 
into Wine ! true, that 1s ſweet; bur there is that 


. -W.ich lies heavier upon, me than all the Troubles 


— and Afﬀfiigions in.the World; and that. 
blackneſs and deformity. O this ſtained, þ ec 
defied Nature of mine ! this Fountain of Sin 


Enmiry againſt Gow, that is within ! This is that 
which is the burthen too heavy for me ta bear, Well, 
for thy comfort know, that thy Husband ſweet Je- 
ſus, will come 3 and when he comes, he will curn 
thy Blackneſs into Beauty, thy Sin inte Holineſs ; 
then-he will ſan#ify thee,and cleanſe thee, that -he may 
preſent thee to bimelf a glorious Spouſe, not having ſpot 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, Epheſ.s. 26, 27- Poor 
Soul, rhou haſt now many Stains, many:Spors, and 
thoſe ſuch as thou arr apt ſomerimes co think are 
not the Spots of God's Children ; but then all theſe 
Spors ſhall be wiped onr, and thou ſhalt. be with- 
our Spors z yea, thou ſhalt not only be withour Spots 
bur Without wrinkle roo: There-may be Wrinkle 

where there may be no Spots, and theſe are Ble- > 
miſhes, O bat then chou ſhalt haye neither Spot 


” 
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Wrinkle ; thou ſhalt be perfe&ly' freed from 
lefler, as well as greater Sins ; yea, thou ſhalt have 


neither ſpot, nor wrinkle, nor any fuch ching ; no- 
thing that looks like Sin, nothing thar' thou canft 


vienin. thee 3 but when {ſweet fetus comes, there 
be an end of all this. Chriſt he overlooks all 
this now, bur then he will do it all away, and chou 
ſhalt ſhine with the perfe&ion of Beauty. * 
' 3. Then Chrift will ſolemnly preſent thee to his 
Facher as his Spouſe, in the preſence of all his holy 
| Angels : And O'how glorious and joyful will chis 
be ? In Gen.24.67. we read,that Iſaack took Rebekah, 
@nd brought her into his Mothers Tent. So when dear 
ou comes to canſummare rhe Marriage between 
im and thee, he will, being arrended with al his 
| _y Angels, .bring rhee into his Fathers Houſe,and 
wilk rhere preſent thee to him as his Spouſe, ſaying, 
Farher, here is my Spouſe, here is one whom inthe 
day of eycrlaſting Loye chou gaveſt unto me, one 


LL cc ca fro «aa wow od ms was my of 


whom 
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whom TI have redeemed to my ſelf by my Blood,atid 
married to my-ſelf by my Spirit in the Goſpel;this - 
1s he that I was made Sin and a Curſe for ; and tho 
-he was in his Blood and Gore,when I firſt made love 
to him, yer lo ! now here he is ſporleſs and fault» 
leſs before thee: Father,own him as thy Sons Spouſe, 
and delight in him for ever. O how ſweer,how glo- 
rious W1ll this be ! Suppeſe ſome great Prince were 
married,and upon his marriage ſhould rake hisSpouſe 
in his hind, and lead her inro the Preſence-Cham- 
ber of the King his Father, and chere preſenr her 
to him, to the end he might take notice of her as 
his Son's Spouſe, and ſhew ſuitable reſpeR and fa- 
vour to her; whata ſweet thing would this be ? Bur 
| alaſs!whar is this to the prefenration Chriſt will make 
 ofrthee ro his Father at his coming,Who will then pre« 
ſent thee faultleſs into the preſence of bis Glory with ex- 
ceeding joy 2 Jude, v.24. When David, and the EF 
ders of Iſrael, brought up the Ark from the Houſe of 
Obed- Edom,'ewas with great joy and ſhouting, 1 Chro, 
| 15.2$5,28, Bur, Q when Chrift, attended with all his 
holy Angels, ſhall bring, and preſent thee into rhe 
. Preſence of his Father, what joy and ſhoutings will 

| there then be? ſurely there will be great rejoicing 
on all hands z God the Farher will greazly rejoyce, 
| Chrift rhe Son will greatly rejoyce;, God the Holy 
| Ghoft will greatly rejoyce, the Angels will greatly 
 rejoyce, ghy Soul aifo will greatly rejoyee. God 
| theFather will — rejoyce to fee his SoniSpouſe 
| | come heme to him fo richly deck'r- and adorwd ; / 
Chriſt che Son will greatly rejoyce,thar he has gorren 
his Spouſe jinrohis Arms and Boſom, never to pare 
| with her more; the Holy Ghoſt will greatly rejoyce, 
to ſee his work in rying the Marriage-knort berween 
Chrift and the Soul compleated 3 the Angels will 
greatly rejoyce, as being Friends boch to the Bride- 
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204 The beft Match; Or, 
groom and Bride,and as partaking with rhem in the 
Marriage-Supper 3 and thou thy ſelf wilt greatly re- 
joyce,'1n thar now thy happineſs is conſummated, 
and that thou ſhalr for ever lie in rhe Boſom and 


' Embraces of thy Husband's Love. O how ſweet, 


how -glorious will this be ! 

4.Then Chriſt will lead thee intothe Bride-Cham- 
ber, the Manſion” he has prepared for thee in the 
Fathers Houſe, where thou ſhalt dwell for ever in 
his Preſence, and fit down eternally with him and 


' his Facher ar the Marriage-Feaſt: And O how ſweer 


and glorious will this be ! Being thus Beaurified and 
reſented to the Father, what now remains for thee, 
ur to enter upon thy Lot with all the Saints,and ro 
poſſeſs the Joynter Chriſt made thee in the day of 
thine Eſpouſal ro him, even eternal Life and Glory 
with himſelf for ever! What now remains for thee, 


bur ro-fir down in the full views of his Glory, the 
full viſions of his Face, the full enjoyment of his 


Preſence, the full embraces of his Bofom, the full 
incomes of his Love, andall for ever? Here in the 
day of Eſpouſfal thou haſt had ſome views of him, 
thou haſt ſeen his back parts 3 but then rhou ſhalr 
bebold his Glory for ever, Foh.17.24. Here thou haft 
ſeetrhim through a glaſs darkly, but then thou ſhalt ſee 
bim face to face, thy viſions of him ſhall be both full 
and immediare, 1 Cor.13. i 2. Here there have been 
ſome intercourſes of love and delight kept up be- 
tween him and chee,rhou haſt had ſome of rhe kifles 
of his Mouth, ſome embraces in his Boſom ; but 
then thou ſhalc have thy fill of his Love,being (weer- 
ly immerſt and ſwallowed up in the Ocean of ir 
for ever : O-how ſweet will chis be ! When: Chrift 
and thy Soul have mer in av Ordinance, how often 


haſt thou ſaid with Peter,”*Tis good ta be here ? And : 
when he has given rhce now and-then a lictle raſte 4 
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' the Soul"s Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 20g 
of his Love, how haſt thou bin raviſhe with it, cry* 
ing out with the Spouſe,7Thy love is better than Wine? 
Bur,O what will it be ro enjoy all this in its falne6, 
and rhat without the leaſt moments interruption for 
ever ! When Chriſt and thy Soul ſhall meer,nor ina 
Duty or Ordinance only, bur in Heaven, in the Fa- 
thers Houſe ; all thou haſt here of him, is but now 
and then a kiſs of his Mouth, now and then a taſte, 
a viſir,a deſcent of his Grace and Love ; yet this is 
- ſweet, and makes a little Heaven in thy Soul : bur 
when he comes to conſummare the Marriage, then 
thou ſhalt have everlaſting embraces, and uninter- 
rupted pourings our of Love from him ; then no 
more veilings of his Face, no more withdrawings 
of his Preſence, no more ſuſpenſions of his Love 
from thee, bur thou ſhalt fir down in the full enjoy- 
ment of all for ever :; Then no more need of Love- 
Letters to paſs berween Chriſt and thy Soul, for then 
there will be full and itnmediare embraces for ever. 
Therefore rejoyce in thy Lor, and ſay with'the 
Church in a way of triumph,1/a.6 1.10. I will great- 
ly rejoyce in the Lord,my Soul ſhall be joyful in myGod 3; - 
for he hath cloathed me with Garments of Salvation,he 
hath covered me with a Robe of Righteauſneſs, as a 
Bridegroom decheth himſelf with Ornaments, and as a 
Bride adorneth her ſelf with Jewels, - . 

Bur may ſome doubting Soul ſay,Truc,here's com- 
fort enough, and happineſs enough for all Chriſts 
Spouſes ; and were I affured of ſ] him, 
I ſhould t irenough to carry methrough both 
Life and Death with comfort;but I am affraid I have 
neither part nor lot in rhis matter. I anſwer, .If 
thou art one that loveſt thy Sins,and liveſt in*'em; 
if thou art one thar alloweſt of, and indulgeſt thy 
ſelf in thy Luſts, yea, in any known Luſt or Sin, be 
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—_—. 'fears3' for I muſt-cell chee, rhar rhe' Spouſes 
vwkChriſt are of another diſpoſicion, they hare Sin, 
- _and loveHolinc; and do what in them lies to fly 
the one, and purſaeafter the other : bat I will ar 
_ preſenc look upon rhee to be a poor doubriny Spouſe 
.of Chriſt char makes this complaint, and fo ſhall 
'. Jeave a double word of encouragement with thee as 
to this, and thereby pur a Concluſion ro' this Mat- 
-., 1, IL would fpeak to thee, as Same! ſomerimes 
«id to Savl-in another caſeviz;when Sax! rold him, 
that he bad performed the Commandthent of the Lord:If 
fo, ſays Samuel, what then means this bleating of the 
Sheep in mine ears, and the hywing of the Ozenwhich I 
bear ? 1 Sam. 15. 13, 14. So if "thou haft indeed 
, DNo/part nor lor 1m Chrift, and wert never eſpouſed 
\t@ him;rhen(fieft what means che bleedings,mourn- 
3ngs, and lamentings of thy Soul, under the ſenſe 
.of chy diftance and eftrangement from Chriſt, and 
\thy utrer/unſairableneſs ro him borh in Spirit and 
- Life? Bleſſed are they that thus mourn, for they ſhall be 
d, Mar.5:3. ( 219.) What means thy high va- 


-Juarions-of him, and che vehement hnngrings and 4 
;chirſting of thy Soul afrer him ? Bleſſed are they that 
— aud thirft xfter Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied, Mat.5.6. ( 3H.) What means the holy trem- 
-blings of 'chy Soul in the rhoughrs of finning againſt } 
tim, thy'care and ſollicirude ro pteaſe him,rhy fear 


ro offend him ? *Tis the CharaRer of a Loyal Wife F 
[that ber-care-is #» pleufe her Husband,and not ro _—__ | 
hun, 1 Cor.9, 22. Cal.) Wide geans iN tble- 
ncfs 6f,and mocking r the difhowurs of Cbrift, |. 
_ Imlyuhe tonging of thy Soul afrer His exalration ? : 
"The veprenehes of them that reproach him do fall on thee, 
*BlakS9;.. "Tis the rrue Spirit of a Loyal Spouſe <j - 
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Theſc-and many-mote fuck gracious diſpoſitions as - 


are found in thee, ,do ſpeak camfortably eo thy Soul 


'- wthis <afe;;: tho ſrill I would have rhee preſs after 


the. cleareſt Evidences, and the fulleſt Aflurance of 
thine Eſpouſal to him. | 


2. Suppoſe the worſt; yet for thy encouragement, 7 


I would ſpeak to'thee as the Diſciples to the blind 
Man, Mark. 10. 49. Be of ggod _— ariſe, Chrift 


- calleth thee 5 he calls thee into theſe blefled Eſpon- 


ſals; with hifnfelf, And O that thou wouldft do'as 
that blind Man there did,avho aroſe mhd came to Feſws : 
and aſſure thy ſelf of this, his Arms are wide open 
ro receive thee. Truly, whoever, or whatever thou 
art that makeſt rhis complaitit, whether Spouſe or 
no Spouſe, thy proper, and immediate work 1s 
now, to cloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage-covenant : 
For pray mark the work of a convinced Sinner, and 
of a doubting beclouded Saint, is the ſame here 3 
the one, as well as the other, is to believe and cloſe 
with Chrift. as tf hehad-never donearbefore. -Sap- 


poſe then the worſt;-event thar thou werf never 2s En 
yet eſpouſed to Chriſt ; yet do not deſpond,but ler 7 


this be a Day of Eſpouſal between him. and thee, 
caſting thy Soul upon him, not queſtioning his rea- 
dineſs to receive thee, .For-thy Encouragewent, I 
would ſay to thee; as one bf the Ancienrs ſpeaks in 
the ſame caſe 3 Why ſtickeſt and ſtaggereſt thou in thy 
ſelf ? Caſt thy ſelf upon him, and fear not, he will not 
withdraw himſelf ſo as to let thee fall; caſt thy ſelf-upon 
him,refling ſecure and confident, that he will receive and 


ſave thee. Thus have I now done ;_Saint, Spouſe of -. 
Chrift, what remains, bur that thou love, reverence, _ © 


and obey thy Lord'and Head, living a Life of depen- 


dance upon him, as alſo of longing expeQation of _' 
_- His coming to conſummate the Marriage between 
.. him and thee ? What remains,but that —— 
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7 4 mee from thine Eſpoufal to Chriſt, that he does 
From the'difſolution of all rhings,ſayin ing 'in thy own 
Name and others, 2 Pet. 3. 11, 12, What manner of 
perſons ought we to be, in all holy converſation and godli- 
nfs, looking for and haſting to the coming of the Day of 
* -God/ Sinner, whar remains for thee ro do, bur to 
give up thy Name and Soul ro Chriſt in a Marriage- 
Covenant, and be ha pry for ever ? Iwill conclude 
all-with thoſe word, Rev. 19. 9. Bleſſed are” they 
_ which are called to the Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, 
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